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Management Committee 
 

Monday 28th November 2016 at 7.00 pm 
in The Mayor’s Parlour, Town Hall, Kendal 

 
PRESENT Councillors Tom Clare (Chair), Clare Feeney-Johnson, Lynne 

Oldham, Jon Robinson, Geoff Cook and Sylvia Emmott 
  
APOLOGIES Councillors Austen Robinson (Vice Chair), Andy Blackman, 

Stephen Coleman, John Veevers and Jonathan Brook. 
  
OFFICERS Liz Richardson (Town Clerk), Nicky King (Council Secretary) 
  
640/16/17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
  
 None. 
  
641/16/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
 None.   
  
642/16/17 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17TH OCTOBER 2016 
  
 The Chairman presented the minutes of the meeting held on 17th 

October 2016, which had been approved by full Council on 7th 
November 2016. 

  
 Councillor Clare proposed that the minutes be accepted as a correct 

record.  This was seconded by Councillor Emmott and carried 
unanimously.   

  
RESOLVED That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 17th 

October 2016 be accepted as a correct record. 
  
 MATTERS ARISING (Not on Agenda) 
  
643/16/17 None.   
  
644/16/17 URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
  
 None.   
  
645/16/17 ACTION PLAN FOR KENDAL PROGRESS UPDATE 
  
 Councillor Emmott referred to plans for the Market Place and 

reported that the situation remained much the same as at the last 
meeting.   
 
There had been discussions regarding the possible need to remove 
two trees.  It was pointed out that the existing trees were not good 
species for the absorption of pollution and if they were removed they 
would be replaced with a more suitable variety.   
 



28.11.2016  Management Committee 

2 
 

Councillor Cook suggested that the appropriate body prepare a 
statement/press release regarding the removal of the trees to ensure 
KTC were in a position to respond to any queries from the general 
public.  
 
Councillor Emmott advised that a further meeting was scheduled for 
early December. 

  
646/16/17 REPORT ON WORK PROGRAMME 
  
 The Town Clerk presented her report on project progress for 

November 2016 and this was noted by Members.   
  
 Councillor Emmott advised that the application for a projector for 

Town Hall displays had been passed unanimously by SLDC Planning 
Department.   
 
Councillor Cook asked for an update on the Chinese Friendship 
Charter Agreement.  The Town Clerk confirmed that this had been 
signed.  She was in the process of getting a copy framed for display 
in the foyer. 
 
Councillor Feeney-Johnson advised that she had been informed by 
the police that between 5,000-7,000 people had attended the 
Christmas Lights switch-on event.  She thanked everybody involved 
in both the planning stage and on the day itself.   
 
The Town Clerk informed Members that approval for entry into Britain 
in Bloom 2017 would be an agenda item for December Council.  
 
The Project Manager’s work was reported to be progressing well.  
The Kendal Castle project had commenced and the second phase of 
the removal of redundant signage had been completed, with 32 posts 
having been removed.   

  
647/16/17 CIL PRIORITIES 
  
 The Committee had previously requested that the Project Manager 

prepared a Draft CIL Priorities List to outline and prioritise potential 
projects which CIL monies may help to fund.  The Town Clerk 
presented the list for Members’ consideration.   
 
Councillor Emmott highlighted the multiuse cycle trail along 
Lancaster Canal towpath and informed Members that SLDC Cabinet 
had recently agreed a significant sum of money for this project.   
 
Councillor Cook commented that there was a danger larger projects 
would not be progressed because smaller, more affordable projects 
were selected as priority as and when CIL monies were available to 
fund them.  He remarked that it would be good to highlight to the 
residents of Kendal the benefits that new housing developments 
could bring by way of the generation of CIL, which KTC could spend 
on improvements around the town.   
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Councillor Feeney-Johnson commented that the health and 
wellbeing agenda was important.   
 
The Town Clerk commented that KTC had 5 years in which to spend 
CIL monies.  The Chair asked that the Town Clerk seek clarification 
on whether it was 5 years to spend or commit to spend the monies.   
 
The formation of a working group was discussed to consider the Draft 
CIL Priorities List in detail and also to consider manpower needs.  
Councillor Emmott proposed a recommendation to Council that a 
working group be formed comprising of 5 Councillors (excluding 
Officers).  Volunteers to be sought at Council.  This was seconded by 
Councillor Oldham and carried unanimously.   

  
RECOMMENDATION That a working group comprising of 5 Councillors (excluding Officers) 

be formed to consider the Draft CIL Priorities List in detail.  Volunteers 
to be sought at Council. 

  
648/16/17 20MPH PROJECT 
  
 At the request of the Management Committee, the Project Manager 

had contacted Karen Johnson to ask the following questions: 
 
1. Is the Kendal Transport Infrastructure consultant aware of KTC’s 

position regarding 20mph in Kendal? 
2. Is it included as part of the Transport Infrastructure Study? 
 
The Town Clerk advised that the response received did not clearly 
address the questions raised.  She advised that there was to be a 
further meeting with the consultants, Mott McDonald, early in 
December and requested Members to raise the matter at that 
meeting.  She informed Members that a decision was required 
regarding next steps to be taken and pointed out that Council budget 
proposals had in principle deferred funding of the project until 2018.   
 
Councillor Clare advised that there was a meeting scheduled for the 
afternoon of Wednesday 7th December in respect of the interim report 
on highways infrastructure.  Councillor Clare to raise the matter with 
Karen Johnson at that meeting.  It was noted that the Town Clerk had 
not been invited to the meeting and agreed that this oversight should 
be highlighted.   
 
Councillor Emmott asked whether the Section 19 Report would affect 
matters.  It was noted that the report had still not been made available 
and the Chair remarked that the appropriate authorities need to be 
reminded.   
 
Members considered the report included in the papers circulated prior 
to the meeting. The report contained 4 bullet points outlining what the 
Kendal Strategic Transport Infrastructure Study was looking to 
address.  Members agreed that the brief had since expanded beyond 
those bullet points and needed to be re-stated.   
 
The 20mph project was discussed in general.  Councillor Cook 
commented that there were gaps that needed identifying.  Collinfield 
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and Bellingham Road were two areas that were highlighted.  
Councillor Feeney-Johnson referred to the community speed guns 
project and other schemes and said that data collected made it quite 
clear that the problem related to people’s perception of speed.  
During her recent involvement with speed training it had been proved 
that speed devices had a positive effect in bringing speed down.  She 
commented that it would be worthwhile purchasing a speed gun to 
be kept by KTC.  She intended to suggest to Councillor Owen that he 
brought the matter to the attention of the Environment and Highways 
Committee to pursue.  
 
The Chair asked Members whether they supported deferring the 
20mph project to 2018. 
 
Councillor Feeney-Johnson proposed that there be no change to the 
budget proposal to defer the 20mph project to 2018.  KTC to wait until 
the outputs and outcomes of both the Transport Infrastructure and 
Masterplan studies are known before carrying out any further work.  
This was seconded by Councillor Emmott and carried unanimously.  

  
RESOLVED That there be no change to the budget proposal to defer the 20mph 

project to 2018.  KTC to wait until the outputs and outcomes of both 
the Transport Infrastructure and Masterplan studies are known 
before carrying out any further work 

  
649/16/17 KENDAL FLOOD INVESTIGATION REPORT – RESPONSE FROM 

AGENCIES TO KTC LETTER UPDATE 
  
 The Town Clerk advised that, in the absence of Councillor A 

Robinson who was leading the project, she was deferring the matter 
until the next meeting.  
 
The Chair suggested that the Environment Agency be invited to 
attend a future meeting at a later stage once reports had been 
published and matters were clearer.   

  
RESOLVED That the matter be deferred to the next meeting.   
  
650/16/17 NW CONNECTIONS PROJECT 
  
 Councillor Cook declined to participate in the discussion of this item 

as CCC Councillor.   
 
The Town Clerk drew Members’ attention to papers which outlined 
proposals by the National Grid for the construction of new electricity 
transmission connections from Moorside (near Sellafield) and 
substations at Harker, Cumbria and Middleton, Lancashire.  The 
purpose of the project was to connect the proposed Moorside Power 
Station to the national electricity transmission system.   
 
The Town Clerk informed Members that Councillor Sutton had 
advised the proposals had been discussed at a recent meeting of the 
Cumbria Association of Local Councils (CALC) and it had been 
requested that Councils respond. 
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A general discussion ensued.  Councillor Emmott was concerned that 
the proposed pylons across the Duddon Valley would be visible from 
within the National Park.  She proposed that KTC oppose this 
element and write a letter to the National Grid supporting the locally 
affected Parish Councils.  This was seconded by Councillor Oldham 
and agreed unanimously.   

  
RESOLVED That KTC oppose the overhead line across the Duddon Valley, 

proposed as part of the North West Coast Connections project, and 
in doing so support the locally affected Parish Councils. 

  
651/16/17 KENDAL FUTURES BOARD PROJECT UPDATE 
  
 Members considered the Project Update Report prepared by Kendal 

Futures Board.   
 
Councillor Cook commented that he was pleased to note new 
signage is expected to be installed in March 2017 within the New 
Shambles. 

  
652/16/17 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PUBLICATION SCHEME – DRAFT 
  
 The Town Clerk presented a draft document entitled “Information 

available from Kendal Town Council under the model publication 
scheme”.  She highlighted alterations on pages 2, 5 and 6 which were 
underlined and shown in bold.  The document is reviewed annually.   
 
Councillor Feeney-Johnson recommended that the document be 
approved.  This was seconded by Councillor Emmott and agreed 
unanimously.  

  
RECOMMENDATION That the draft Freedom of Information Publication Scheme document 

be approved, subject to alterations highlighted.   
  
653/16/17 FLOODING DECEMBER 2015 - SPENDING IDEAS RELATING TO 

RESPONSE TO THE FLOODING 
  
 The Chair highlighted that the Flooding Recovery budget had been 

discussed at the Budget Council meeting on 21st November 2016.  
KTC recognised that there were still issues remaining as a 
consequence of the floods, however whilst there was still an 
opportunity for small schemes to be put forward for consideration, it 
was not proposed to fund any further major projects from the 
Recovery Fund.   
 
The Chair also commented that he had been struck that the 
Almshouses on Aynam Road still remained empty.  Many residents 
of these properties would not be back in their homes for Christmas.  
He said that a significant number of residents were still 
disadvantaged and KTC would need to think about when/how to 
acknowledge and recognise this fact.  He was under the impression 
that SLDC would be stopping the 12 month Council Tax rebate on 5th 
December for properties affected by the flooding, unless they were 
notified that a particular property remained vacant.  Councillor 
Emmott agreed to seek clarification on this.   
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The Town Clerk advised that she had been in discussions with the 
Environment Agency regarding the Community Emergency Plan and 
the request by the Kendal Community Emergency Plan Group 
(KCEPG) for support for the cost of a part-time support worker post.  
She informed Members that they were looking to KTC to 
accommodate such an officer if they were appointed.  It was agreed 
that further discussions were necessary, along with consideration of 
other possibilities, such as SLDC accommodating the new post.  The 
Town Clerk to report further at the next meeting.   
 
It was agreed that the Agenda item be re-worded “Flooding 
December 2015 – Issues Relating to Response to the Flooding”.    

  
RESOLVED 1. The Town Clerk to report further on the Community Emergency 

Plan and the appointment of a part-time support worker post at 
the next meeting.   

2. That the Agenda item be re-worded “Flooding December 2015 – 
Issues Relating to Response to the Flooding”. 

  
654/16/17 ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETTER 
  
 It was noted that the deadline for items for inclusion in the next KTC 

newsletter was the end of January.   
 
Councillor Emmott referred to lighting columns that it was hoped to 
install in the Market Place.  It had been requested that the columns 
be suitable for the hanging of banners and hanging baskets. It was 
agreed that Councillor Emmott would advise further in due course 
and that an article on the lighting columns be included when the 
timescale was right.   

  
655/16/17 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
  
 It was proposed by Councillor Emmott and seconded by Councillor 

Feeney-Johnson to move to Part II, this was carried unanimously. 
  
RESOLVED That the press and public be excluded for the following items of 

business. 
  
 Part II 

In accordance with Section 100(B)(2) of the Local Government Act 
1972, the following reports were excluded from inspection by 
members of the public as they contain exempt information as 
described in Schedule 12A of the Act, as amended by the Local 
Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006, as 
follows:- 
 
Information relating to any individual [Paragraph 1] 

  
 STAFFING MATTERS [Paragraph 1] 
  
656/16/17 Temporary Maternity Cover for Council Secretary 
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 The Town Clerk advised that the closing date for applications was 
Wednesday 30th November 2016.  Two applications had been 
received to date and applicants would be interviewed on Thursday 
8th December 2016.  It was hoped that the successful applicant would 
commence at the beginning of January to allow a handover period.   

  
657/16/17 Town Treasurer 
  
 The Town Clerk reported that the annual review for the Town 

Treasurer had been undertaken and informed members that, 
following satisfactory performance, he was entitled to move up one 
spinal point on the pay scale. Councillor Emmott recommended that 
the pay award be approved.  This was seconded by Councillor 
Oldham and carried unanimously.   
 
The Town Clerk further informed Members that the Treasurer had 
been working extra hours per week and this situation was likely to 
continue.  The Town Clerk asked Members to consider increasing the 
Treasurer’s contract to 16 hours per week (2 x 8 hour days).  
Councillor Emmott recommended that the Treasurer’s contract be 
increased from 14 hours per week to 16 hours per week.  This was 
seconded by Councillor Cook and carried unanimously.   
 
Members noted their thanks for the work carried out by the Treasurer.   
 
As a result, Councillor Emmott proposed that the Treasurer needed 
to reassess the staffing budget for the following financial year and the 
contingency element.  This was seconded by Councillor Feeney-
Johnson and carried unanimously.  
 
A general discussion then ensued regarding staffing in general.  
Councillor Cook commented that KTC were only likely to take on 
more and more projects and the question of whether another body 
was required would have to be addressed.  The Town Clerk 
commented that all staff were currently working to maximum.  
Councillor Cook pointed out that cost implications needed to be taken 
into consideration when agreeing to new projects and asked how the 
Committee could ensure Councillors recognised the importance of 
this.  Councillor Emmott replied that it needed to be factored into the 
budget.  Councillor Feeney-Johnson suggested that ‘risks’ such as 
manpower needed to be identified when a report was put forward for 
a new project.  The Chair suggested that this be a future agenda item.    

  
RECOMMENDATION 1. That a salary increase of one spinal point be awarded to the Town 

Treasurer following a satisfactory annual appraisal.   
2. That the Town Treasurer’s contract be increased from 14 hours 

per week to 16 hours per week.   
3. That the Treasurer consider the staffing budget and contingency 

element for the following year. 
  
658/16/17 READMISSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
  
 It was proposed by Councillor Emmott to re-admit the press and 

public.  This was seconded by Councillor Feeney-Johnson and 
carried unanimously.     
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RESOLVED that the press and public be re-admitted for the remainder of the 

meeting (none were present). 
  
659/16/17 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
  
 The Town Clerk raised the following items: 

 
1. Regarding the organ donor plaque at Waterside, it was 

understood that the Organ Donor Group were proposing to 
engrave directly onto stone rather than providing a replacement 
plaque.  An engraver had offered to carry out this work free of 
charge. 
 

2. The Town Clerk had written to SLDC regarding the Kendal 
Governance Review which would look at the boundaries of 
Kendal.  They had yet to schedule this into their timetable, but 
had commented that it would involve a number of districts, not 
just Kendal.  

 
3. The Town Clerk had issued an email to Members regarding the 

NHS Integrated Care Communities project.  She encouraged 
Councillors to attend the meeting scheduled for Wednesday 30th 
November 2016.  She advised that she was proposing to invite a 
representative from CCC and the NHS to attend a future meeting 
in order to provide further information.  Members agreed that this 
was an important matter that would need to be referred to 
Council.    

  
  
 The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
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Summary of Information, Resolutions and Recommendations to Council 
 

Min Subject Information/Resolution/Recommendation to Council 
 

647 CIL Priorities REC That a working group comprising of 5 
Councillors (excluding Officers) be formed to 
consider the Draft CIL Priorities List in detail.  
Volunteers to be sought at Council. 

648 20mph Project RES That there be no change to the budget 
proposal to defer the 20mph project to 2018.  
KTC to wait until the outputs and outcomes 
of both the Transport Infrastructure and 
Masterplan studies are known before 
carrying out any further work 

649 Kendal Flood Investigation 
Report – Response from 
Agencies to KTC Letter 
Update 

RES That the matter be deferred to the next 
meeting.   

650 NW Connections Project RES That KTC oppose the overhead line across 
the Duddon Valley, proposed as part of the 
North West Coast Connections project, and 
in doing so support the locally affected 
Parish Councils. 

652 Freedom of Information 
Publication Scheme – Draft 

REC That the draft Freedom of Information 
Publication Scheme document be approved, 
subject to alterations highlighted.   

653 Flooding December 2015 – 
Spending Ideas Relating to 
Response to the Flooding 

RES 1. The Town Clerk to report further on the 
Community Emergency Plan and the 
appointment of a part-time support 
worker post at the next meeting.   

2. That the Agenda item be re-worded 
“Flooding December 2015 – Issues 
Relating to Response to the Flooding”. 

657 Staffing Matters – Town 
Treasurer 

REC 1. That a salary increase of one spinal 
point be awarded to the Town Treasurer 
following a satisfactory annual appraisal.   

2. That the Town Treasurer’s contract be 
increased from 14 hours per week to 16 
hours per week.   

3. That the Treasurer consider the staffing 
budget and contingency element for the 
following year. 

 


