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Mayoralty & Arts Committee 
 

Monday 27th February 2017 at 7.00 pm 
in The Mayor’s Parlour, Town Hall, Kendal 

 
PRESENT Councillors Stephen Coleman (Chair), Paul Bramham (Vice 

Chair), Andy Blackman, Jonathan Brook, Chris Hogg, Lynne 
Oldham, Austen Robinson and John Veevers 

  
APOLOGIES None 
  
OFFICERS Liz Richardson (Town Clerk) and Hazel Belshaw (Temporary 

Council Secretary) 
  
900/16/17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 None 
  
901/16/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None 
  
902/16/17 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14TH NOVEMBER 2016 
  
 The Chairman presented the minutes of the meeting held on 14th 

November 2016, which had been approved by full Council on 5th 
December 2016. 
 
Councillor Robinson proposed that the minutes of the meeting of 
the Committee held on 14th November 2016 be accepted as a 
correct record. This was seconded by Councillor Bramham and 
carried unanimously. 

  
RESOLVED The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 14th 

November 2016 be accepted as a correct record. 
  
 MATTERS ARISING (Not on Agenda) 
 None 
  
903/16/17 REVIEW OF ADDITIONAL MAYORAL DUTIES 
 The Chair presented the responses from organisations on the role 

of the Mayor for the listed additional Mayoral duties which had been 
circulated prior to the meeting and Members were asked to review 
the list and decide whether they were still appropriate and relevant.    
 
Members discussed the groups/societies on the list and the role 
expected of the Mayor. 
 
The Town Clerk advised that all the groups/societies had been on 
the list for a long time with the exception of Friends of Parish 
Church, which had been added more recently at the approval of 
this Committee.  
 
Councillor Bramham pointed out that as a Patron of a group you 
are not forced to attend meetings.  
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Councillor Veevers highlighted that the Sea Cadets are purely self-
funded and felt we should continue to support. 
 
There was then a general discussion regarding the Mayor of 
Kendal’s Fund for the Aged & Infirm. There was a general opinion 
among the Members that it was confusing to the public that the 
group is portrayed as being fronted and run by the Mayor, which is 
not the case. The Mayor has to Chair the meeting with no prior 
knowledge and has no say in the running of the Charity. It was 
decided to acknowledge the volunteers for their hard work with the 
charity but it was time to dissolve our association. 
 
Councillor Brook proposed that we cease our involvement with the 
Mayor of Kendal’s Fund for the Aged and Infirm and this was 
seconded by Councillor Robinson and carried unanimously.  
 
Councillor Brook also proposed that we cease our involvement with 
Abbot Hall Social Centre, as this is the only local centre the Mayor 
is involved in and Friends of Parish Church and this was seconded 
by Councillor Hogg and carried unanimously. The Mayor may wish 
to go along in a private capacity or to events. 
 
The Town Clerk to contact the three groups to advise them of the 
Committee’s decision to cease their involvement with them.   

  
RECOMMENDATION That the Mayor cease their involvement with the Mayor of Kendal’s 

Fund for the Aged and Infirm, Abbot Hall Social Centre and Friends 
of Parish Church. 

  
904/16/17 RINTELN VISIT REPORT 
 Councillor Blackman briefly mentioned his Rinteln visit report which 

had been circulated prior to the meeting. He highlighted that he is 
keen for the twinning partnership to continue. The Chair thanked 
Councillor Blackman for his report. 

  
905/16/17 RINTELN 25TH TWINNING ANNIVERSARY EVENTS 
 The Committee had a general discussion on the ideas for the 

Rinteln 25th Twinning Anniversary Events. Councillor Blackman 
suggested the idea of inviting the past 25 Mayors of Kendal to come 
along to some of the various events, which are: 

• Kendal Big Band/Ernestium School Concert Band from 
Rinteln on Saturday 27th May 

• Old Town Festival in Rinteln, Germany from 11th-13th 
August 

• K Shoes Male Voice Chior/Rinteln Male Voice Choir on 9th 
September. 

 
The Town Clerk advised that £1,500 was available in the budget 
for these events but that money also included Councillor 
Blackman’s trip to Rinteln. 
 
Councillor Bramham suggested a ceremony in Rinteln Kendal 
Square and for both Mayor’s to swap gifts and ask the 
Westmorland Gazette to come along.   
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Councillor Brook suggested creating a piece of commemorative 
glassware and a beer that could be produced by a local brewer. 
Councillor Brook is part of the sub-group that is in charge of 
organising the events so any further ideas should be forwarded to 
him. 
 
Councillor Robinson highlighted that Rinteln had been extremely 
generous during our visits. 
 
It was then discussed if there was a possibility of moving the next 
Mayoralty and Arts Committee meeting from 15th May into April to 
give the Committee more time to discuss the events before the first 
one that is planned for 27th May. The Town Clerk to check the 
meeting planner and confirm. 

  
RESOLVED The Town Clerk to: 

1. Contact the past 25 Mayors of Kendal with the dates of the 
events and check for their availability and willingness to 
attend. 

2. Check the meeting planner for an alternative date for the 
next Mayoralty and Arts Committee meeting. 

  
906/16/17 REMEMBRANCE DAY 2018 – BEACON LIGHTING TO 

COMMEMORATE THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF 
WORLD WAR I 

 The Town Clerk presented the paper regarding the Remembrance 
Day 2018 Ceremony. In commemoration and remembrance of the 
end of the war a chain of 1,000 beacons will be lit throughout the 
UK. The Town Clerk confirmed she had spoken to SLDC, as the 
beacon at the Castle is owned by them, and they are happy to work 
together. There was then a discussion around the timings of the 
day, which fell on Sunday. It was highlighted the Church would 
need consulting if there was a change to the service time.  
 
Councillor Bramham raised the issue of some people being unable 
to walk up to the Kendal Castle beacon and wondered if something 
could be erected at the war memorial. Councillor Hogg confirmed 
that in the past Kendal Mountain Rescue had helped people up to 
the beacon. 
 
Councillor Brook suggested that a sub-group be formed to organise 
the Remembrance Day events. Councillor Hogg asked that Imelda 
Winters-Lewis, SLDC be involved. 
 
The Chair asked for three volunteers for the sub-group. Councillor 
Bramham was happy to be part of the sub-group and it was decided 
that the next Deputy Mayor be involved too, along with The Town 
Clerk. 

  
RESOLVED The Town Clerk along with Councillor Bramham and the next 

Deputy Mayor form a sub-group to organise the Remembrance Day 
2018 events. 
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907/16/17 MAYOR’S PARLOUR VISITORS BOOK 
 The Town Clerk confirmed a new Mayor’s Parlour visitor book had 

been ordered and delivery would be approximately 4 weeks.  
Councillor Bramham has volunteered to go through the old visitors 
book and check for any important signatures. Councillor Hogg 
asked if photos could be taken. 

  
908/16/17 ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETTER 
 It was discussed if the 25th Rinteln Anniversary events could feature 

in the newsletter.  
  
909/16/17 REVIEW OF SPEND AGAINST BUDGET 
 The Town Clerk presented the review of spend against budget for 

the 10 months ending 31st January 2017. The following points were 
highlighted: 

• The budget for the Mayor’s travel was a best estimation. 
This was a new set up. This figure has been reduced for 
financial year 2017/18 

• Some variation in the spending on different events, 
although this figure does balance out over the year. 

 
Councillor Brook asked if it was possible to see a comparison at 
the end of the year of the costs of the new Mayor’s travel set up 
versus costs in previous years. 
 
There was then a discussion around the Committee’s underspend 
from 2016/17 and how this could be used before 31st March. One 
suggestion was for the Deputy Mayor to purchase his flights to 
Rinteln for the Altstadtfest. 
 
Councillor Hogg proposed using £250 of the Committee’s 
underspend on a piece of commissioned artwork from a local artist 
as a gift for Rinteln. 
 
Councillor Robinson made a counter proposal for up to £500 to be 
spent on the commissioned artwork. This was seconded by 
Councillor Veevers and carried unanimously. However the Town 
Clerk advised that it would not be possible to arrange and complete 
this by year end. She believed Council had also agreed that 
underspend could not be carried over into the next Financial Year. 
It may be that a case would need to be made to Council for 
additional funds. She agreed to seek advice from the Treasurer. 
 

RESOLVED The Town Clerk to seek advice from the Treasurer for using £500 
of the Committee’s underspend to purchase commissioned artwork 
for Rinteln. 

  
 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
910/16/17 Councillor Bramham discussed the possibility of having an 

exhibition similar to the one in 2014 for the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War. The exhibition had been 
exceptionally popular and it was suggested at the time that it 
could be reused in 2018 for the centenary of the Armistice. All that 
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would be required is a venue and a week-long exhibition around 
Remembrance Day was suggested. 

Councillor Coleman suggested the Romney Room would be an 
ideal room as you can have access to that from the outside. He 
suggested it became a discussion of the sub-group for 2018 
Remembrance Sunday events. 
 
Councillor Hogg advised it would be good to check if any other 
exhibitions were planned, possibly at Kendal Museum. 
 

911/16/17 The Town Clerk reported an email from Martin Orrom of the 
Romney Society who has requested permission to add the George 
Romney sketchbook online. 
 
Councillor Bramham proposed that the Romney Society could add 
the George Romney sketchbook online and this was seconded by 
Councillor Hogg and carried unanimously. Councillor Robinson 
suggested Kendal Town Council could ask for recognition. 

  
RESOLVED The Town Clerk to advise the Romney Society could put the 

George Romney sketchbook online and to highlight the recognition 
of Kendal Town Council. 

  
912/16/17 Councillor Blackman asked for the Committee’s thoughts on his 

organising another trip to support a village in Kenya for 2018. Nine 
Kendal residents went on the trip this year, which was self-funded. 
The trip could be opened up to more residents. He would like to 
seek approval before planning any further. Councillor Hogg was 
happy to support. Councillor Robinson thoughts were that it was a 
Mayoral initiative, not a Council one. Councillor Bramham 
suggested Councillor Blackman provided more detail for the 
Committee on what the trip entails. 

  
913/16/17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – TO BE ARRANGED 
  
 The meeting closed at 8.27pm. 
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Summary of Information, Resolutions and Recommendations to Council 

Min Subject Information/Resolution/Recommendation to 
Council 

902/16/17 Minutes of the meeting 
held on 14th November 
2016 

RES The minutes of the meeting of the 
Committee held on 14th November 
2016 be accepted as a correct record. 

903/16/17 Review of additional 
Mayoral duties 

REC That the Mayor cease their involvement 
with the Mayor of Kendal’s Fund for the 
Aged and Infirm, Abbot Hall Social 
Centre and Friends of Parish Church. 

905/16/17 Rinteln 25th Twinning 
Anniversary Events 

RES The Town Clerk to: 
1. Contact the past 25 Mayors of 

Kendal with the dates of the 
events and check for their 
availability and willingness to 
attend. 

2. Check the meeting planner for 
an alternative date for the next 
Mayoralty and Arts Committee 
meeting. 

906/16/17 Remembrance Day 2018 RES The Town Clerk along with Councillor 
Bramham and the next Deputy Mayor 
form a sub-group to organise the 
Remembrance Day 2018 events. 

909/16/17 Review of spend against 
budget 

RES The Town Clerk to seek advice from the 
Treasurer for using £500 of the 
Committee’s underspend to purchase 
commissioned artwork for Rinteln. 

911/16/17 AOB: George Romney 
sketchbook 

RES The Town Clerk to advise the Romney 
Society could put the George Romney 
sketchbook online and to highlight the 
recognition of Kendal Town Council. 

 


