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Kendal town Councillors, as
trustees of the Schools of Science
and art Charity, awarded a grant of
£250 to lauren Pender to help her
meet the costs of an overseas 'Gap
Medics' placement to the
Dominican Republic.  lauren
wishes to train to be a midwife. 
the Gap Medics opportunity
provided an exceptional experience
and a fantastic help in her
Midwifery university application.

“My two weeks in the Dominican
Republic with Gap Medics really
was the best two weeks of my life.
Over my time there i witnessed 
29 births, met the most incredible
people, gained skills and survived 
a hurricane!

Our days in the hospital differed
every day, but i got to work with the
most incredible midwives, doctors,
anaesthetists, nurses etc.  

From these incredible people i
learned so many clinical skills, but i
also gained more communication
skills.  every single person we had
the honour of working with took the
time to teach us and explain how
things worked (mostly through our
translator!).  My two weeks taught
me so much, i now couldn’t be any
more sure that midwifery is the
career for me.

i would like to thank every single
person who helped me to get there,
everyone who donated to my
GOFuNDMe page, and especially to
Kendal town Council, without
whom i wouldn’t have been able to
go on this trip of a lifetime.”

The Schools of Science and 
Art Charity is able to make 
modest educational grants. 
To find out more, please visit 
the Town Council website.

educational Grant award

Kendal town Council has set a Band D Council tax 
of £36.24 for the next financial year beginning on 
1 april 2018.  this is an increase of £1.00 on the current
level of tax, similar to the rise in inflation.  the extra
monies raised by this increase will enable the Council 
to deliver specific improvement projects in Kendal.  
the chart shows how Kendal town Council’s portion 
of your Council tax will be spent. 

town Council 
Budget 2018

How your annual £36.24 Council Tax contribution 
to Kendal Town Council will be spent.



Receive Your Flood
Warning updates 
the environment agency have
improved the Flood Warning
Service. Here’s a personal testament
from lis Dales about how it works
and how many of us can benefit
from the improved service:

“Once you've been flooded, life is
never the same again. My home was
one of the 1200 properties flooded
in Kendal in December 2015 during
Storm Desmond. My property was
flooded to a depth of 1 metre and 
i was out of my home for 9 months. 
if the following helps people to take
responsibility for keeping themselves
and their loved ones safe, then
something positive may come out 
of such a life-changing experience. 

Since December 2015, the
environment agency has worked
hard to improve its warning system
as a direct result of the lessons
learned during Storm Desmond. i
was already signed up to receive
flood warnings, but the current
system is much better. Signing up to
the ea's Flood Warning Service
(FWS) keeps you directly informed
about what the rivers near you are
doing. in my case, these are the
rivers Kent and Mint, and Stock
Beck. the warnings are at 3
different levels of severity: flood
alert, flood warning, and severe
flood warning. You can receive
warnings by text, email and phone
(mobile and landline) – i have
signed up for all of them and i’m
encouraging as many people as
possible to do the same. 

When i receive a flood alert
(flooding is possible: stay vigilant,
make early preparations for a
potential flood), i immediately start to
keep an eye on the weather forecast
and river levels: both by looking out of
the window, but also via the ea’s river
level station charts and Met Office
app (others are also available). in
Kendal, there is also a real time river
cam, so if the weather is really bad,
you don't even have to go outdoors
to see what is going on. at this stage,

i would also check the level of Stock
Beck in person (it’s just at the end of
the road) and check there is no
detritus blocking the flow. if there
was i would contact the ea
immediately. i’d also check that the
surface drains are coping with the
rainfall, and if not, i would contact
Cumbria County Council. i’d make
sure my waders are in the house and
look at my flood plan to check that i
have everything ready to put my
flood defences in place.  

if the warning level is then raised to
flood warning (flooding is
expected: immediate action is
required to protect yourself and your
property), i’d use our googlemail
group to alert the local community,
especially those who might be away
and will need their ‘flood buddies’ 
to help out. at this stage i’d also
contact friends to see if they can
help, including taking my car away to
higher ground and helping me put my

flood barriers and puddle pump in
place. then i would use my flood plan
to ensure that things are moved
upstairs in priority order where they
can be easily retrieved. Hoping not to
need it, i’d prepare my ‘grab bag’ with
essential items (waterproofs,
overnight things, medication etc) in
case we are told to evacuate by the
emergency services if the warning
level was raised to severe flood
warning (severe flooding is
expected: significant risk to life and
property – prepare to evacuate and
co-operate with emergency services). 

Personally, i find the warnings useful
as i want to do everything i can to
avoid being the victim of a flood
event ever again. the emergency
services can only do so much and
will obviously prioritise the most
vulnerable. the environment
agency’s Flood Warning Service
thankfully helps those of us who
can, to help ourselves.” 

To benefit from the Flood Warning Service register via www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings 
or call Floodline on 0345 988 1188. For a copy of a household flood plan template call 07917 263789. 



Kendal Castle
improvements

Kendal Castle’s recent facelift is
almost complete. Kendal town
Council have co-ordinated a joint
project (together with South
lakeland District Council and
Cumbria County Council) to
improve several paths around
and approaching the Castle. 

New welcome signs have 
been installed, an audio trail
produced and new interpretation
panels are coming soon. the
improvements are helping people
to access the castle more easily
by removing several muddy and
slippery paths. 

RaF 100th
anniversary
& Kendal 
in Bloom

KtC WW1 exhibition

On 1 april 2018, the Royal air Force will
celebrate one hundred years since its
formation. the Royal air Force is proud of its
rich history and achievements.  From battle-
winning performances high above the skies
of Britain in the nation’s hour of need to
more recent activities including:

• tackling terrorism in iraq and afghanistan;

• securing and protecting the skies 
    above the uK;

• disaster relief around the World;

• supporting the Civil authorities in 
    times of national emergency.
the RaF are reaching out to local
communities to take part in RaF centenary
celebrations. Kendal town Council plan to
plant red, white and blue flowers this
summer as part of the anniversary.  We are
also working with the RaF and Horticare to
recreate the RaF logo in flowers on the town
badge planting at Kirkland. 
the Kendal in Bloom Committee are
adopting the RaF celebration theme
throughout their competitions this year.
the Kendal in Bloom competition is split
into four resident categories:

• Community

• Schools and young people’s challenge

• Business initiative

• allotments 
To find out what the judges are 
looking for and how to take part, 
contact Janine Holt at
allotments@kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
or 01539 793495 or visit
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk

together with the British legion, Kendal town 
Council will be creating a small exhibition in the
Romney Room of Kendal town Hall to commemorate
the 100 year anniversary of the end of World War One. 

The exhibition will run from 
10th – 14th of November. 



Members of the public are welcome 
at Kendal town Council meetings. 
Full Council meetings take place at

Kendal town Hall on the first working
Monday of every month (March 5th,
April 9th, May 14th, June 4th).

Mayor’s coffee morning & dinner
Kendal’s Mayor Cllr andy Blackman
continues to fundraise for his chosen
charities, Kendal Family Drop in Centre
and Kendal Dementia action alliance.
the Mayor’s Christmas Coffee

morning and the annual Mayor’s
Dinner were both popular events
supported by generous guests who
have donated to the great work of
these two local charities. 

Mint Clean
Sat 7th april 
Keep Kendal Mint Clean
litter Pick with the Mayor, 
Meet at town Hall,  
9.45am for 10.00am start.

Sun 6th May 
Keep Kendal Mint Clean
Riverside and Parks litter Picks,
Meet riverside at K.village, 
1.45pm for 2.00pm start.

See the Town Council website 
for more details.

Kendal unity
Festival
the first Kendal unity Festival will take
place on June 23rd 2018 coinciding
with National Refugee Week and the
Great Get together activities marking
the death of Jo Cox, MP.
the main programme will take 
place between 10am and 4pm in
Kendal town centre with world music
performances and entertainment 
in the Brewery arts Centre and at
other venues.
the Kendal unity Festival celebrates 
the strengths and diversity of the
people of Kendal by building
community cohesion, celebrating
diversity, fostering good relations and
promoting understanding between
and within its diverse communities.

www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk   |   01539 793490
Contact Newsletter editor via projectmanager@kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk

Kendal town Council is proud to have
contributed £27,000 via Festival
Grants to a variety of festivals and
events this year.

We believe our contribution helps
Kendal’s fantastic festivals to continue
to grow in both excellence and impact.
this year the lakes international
Comic Festival attracted 14,500
visitors and the Kendal Mountain

Festival sold 18,059 tickets and
attracted 16,000 visitors to the
infamous Basecamp village at the
Brewery. together with torchlight,
Kendal’s Wool Gathering, the Mary
Wakefield Festival, the Freerange
Comedy Festival and lakes alive we’re
confident that everyone in Kendal
enjoys and benefits from some (or all!)
of Kendal’s Festivals.

FeStival SuCCeSS

Festival Dates for your Diary! 

Kendal Walking Festival (11th - 13th May) 

The Freerange Comedy Festival (16th - 20th May)

Kendal Unity Festival (23rd June) 

Lakes Alive (7th - 9th September)

Torchlight (14th & 15th September)

Lakes International Comic Festival (12th - 14th October)

Kendal Wool Gathering (27th & 28th October)

Kendal Mountain Festival (15th - 18th November) 

Christmas Switch-on & Santa Procession (18th Nov) 

Kendal RUFC Winter Festival (tbc)

!

Council Meeting Dates


