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Chairman's Rambling   
I am honoured to have taken over as Chairman of the Allotments 
Committee after the long serving former Chairman John Veevers 
stepped down from the Town Council in May 2018. 
 
I am still in the process of finding my feet and making myself familiar 
with the 472 allotments and 17 sites in Kendal.  I think one of the 
most important tasks is to undertake an assessment of all sites to 
identify any improvement works that are needed.  The Allotments  
Committee have identified some additional funds to be spent        
specifically on improving existing allotment sites.  I would  welcome 
any ideas from tenants on how to improve the sites. You can either 
pass on your comments/ideas to your site rep or to Janine Holt at the 
Town Council office.  Starting in the New Year,  a priority list of        
allotment improvement projects will be compiled  and an action plan 
for implementation developed.  
 
The  Committee meet on a quarterly basis and as a member of the 
public you are welcome to attend.  If you would like to speak at a 
meeting, please let Janine Holt know prior to the meeting. 
 
I wish you all the best for the forthcoming year. 

Regards,  Councillor Alvin Finch 

Kendal Town Council, Town Hall, Kendal. LA9 4DL.        
Email: allotments@kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk      
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk Tel: 01539 793495 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayors Christmas Coffee  
Morning 

Kendal Town Hall 
9.00am—12.30pm 

Saturday 22nd December 2018 
All Welcome 

Allotment Office Hours 
Janine Holt   - Assistant to the Town 
Clerk can be contacted  
Monday—Wednesday between the 
hours of 9.30am and 4.00pm. Her 
direct line is 01539 793495. 
 
Pierre Labat - Townscape Manager 
works a five day week and can be 
contacted via the office on 01539 
793490 
 
General Office Open 9.30am—
12.30pm  everyday.  After 12.30pm 

Abnormal Water Consumption 
In the last couple of years we have seen a sharp increase in water 
consumption on some sites and on one site in particular.  No leaks 
have been detected and the utility provider has confirmed this is not 
usual allotment water consumption. Could I therefore ask all         
allotment  holders to be vigilant when using water? If you see any 
unusual activity or water being used for anything other than          
allotment  related activities,  please could I ask that it is reported to 
the office immediately.  
The Committee have discussed the installation of press water taps, 
these will prohibit the ability to take large amounts of water in one 
session. This is something that we would like to avoid if possible,  as 
it will be an inconvenience to all allotment holders but will have to, 
if the water consumption continues to be excessive. 

Stay vigilant over the winter months, this is the time of year when more break-ins on 
allotments occur. 

Dates for Site  Visits 2019 
 9th January  
 20th February 
 3rd April 
 22nd May 
 3rd July 
 14th August 
 25th September 
 6th November 
 
If you would like to meet us 
on site, please contact the 
office to make arrangements. 
 



Kendal Town Council  - Allotment Buddy Scheme 
Sometimes new tenants struggle with the demands of a new allotment and embracing an often 
barren patch of land, can seem like a daunting task.   Existing allotment holders have  a vast wealth 
of knowledge and experience which we feel would be fantastic to share with new tenants.  We 
would like to try and create a buddy scheme where we partner individuals together. The           
partnership would be very much led by the individuals  involved, it may just be a quick chat or a 
more structured mentorship relationship.  You do not have to buddy new tenants on your own 
site, it could be on any site in Kendal. Alternatively, you may only want to buddy someone on your 
own site. How you develop and what level of involvement you have is personal preference. The 
offer is not only open to existing tenants, it is also open to retired allotment holders. This may be a 
good way to keep your hand in on the allotments without actually having an allotment.  If you are 
interested in becoming a buddy or would like to discuss the scheme further,  please let Janine Holt 
know.   

Spring tips for a wildlife-friendly allotment from Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
As you brush down your gardening tools and get ready for another season on the            
allotment, spare a thought for our local wildlife. There are several easy steps you can   
take to give wildlife a boost, while still enjoying a beautiful plot and a bumper crop of fruit and veg.   
Ditch the peat 
Peat is dug out of wild places, damaging some of our last remaining peatland. Sadly more than 94% of 
the UK’s lowland peat bogs have been destroyed or damaged, and a wealth of wildlife along with it. 
Say no to chemicals  
Toxins found in pesticides are non-specific and are just as likely to kill friends as foes. Spraying against 
pests will often kill their predators as well and who would want to eradicate ladybirds, when each one 
can eat 100 aphids a day! Slugs poisoned by chemicals may then be eaten by hedgehogs and birds and 
they too could die.   
Beware of netting 
Use fine mesh to avoid snaring birds – make sure it’s taut so they can’t get entangled in folds and that 
it’s secured well, with no gaps at bottom. Ensure you remove netting after the growing season to allow 
birds and hedgehogs to get in amongst fruit bushes and hunt out the pest larvae that often overwinter 
in leaf-litter and the topsoil. 
Don’t be too tidy 
Try to leave an overgrown area: brambles will attract insects such as hoverflies, bees and lacewings, and 
are a favourite nesting site for robins, wrens, song thrushes and blackbirds. A nearby patch of weeds can 
be a plus. It is unlikely to harbour the pests which are detrimental to the veg plot, but may well host 
many of their predators. 
To find out how to make your own compost, and see how Cumbria Wildlife Trust is working to conserve 
Cumbria’s peatlands go to www.cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk  

Applying to keep bees on allotments  
If you are interested in keeping bees on 
your allotment please talk to Janine at the 
office.  Each application is judged on an 
individual basis, if you are interested in 
keeping bees contact your local bee group for more      
information.  The committee assesses, the proposed    
location, experience of the bee keeper, the certification 
or willingness to undergo training and the opinions of the 
other allotment holders. 

Please remember to inform the office  if 
your    circumstances change.    Myself 
and the  Townscape Manager visit the 
allotments approx. every 6 weeks. As 
you know,  I  do contact   tenants who 
appear not to be  working their plot.  So 
if something happens and you are     
unable to work your plot,  please       
telephone or email the office and let me 
know. This will avoid me  wasting time 
writing to you and hopefully avoid any   
upset at times when you are  already 
under pressure. 

http://www.cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk


 Tidy plots and pathways.  Allotment plots, pathways and boundaries are to be kept tidy. 
Maintenance of the main  access path is the  responsibility of the Town Council, but side paths 
are the tenant’s responsibility and these should be maintained on a side to edge basis.  
Encroachment onto the paths and/or boundary is not permitted. Internal  boundary hedges 
and bushes should be cut back by the tenant. 

 Bronze Award  8 Castle Drive Mrs E & Miss Kelly 

 Bronze Award 8 Underley Hill L Palmer 

Gold Award 18 & 25 Rinkfield Ms Dugdale 

Gold Award 10 Greenside Mrs Hartley 

Allotment Competition Winners 2018 

Kendal in Bloom 2019 
The Kendal in Bloom Committee met in              
November 2018 to discuss the competition 2019.  
Due to the very low numbers participating, it has been 
agreed to NOT run a 2019 best allotment plot competition. 
The KIB Committee welcome any ideas you may have 
about how the  competition may run in the future. If you 
have any ideas, please forward them to  Janine Holt. 

COMPOSTING  
As with every season of the year, some sources argue that winter is a good time to start a compost bin. On 
this occasion it is suggested that the start of the season is the time to choose because the composting process 
should be complete when spring arrives.  However, as the outside temperature falls, the process of               
decomposition will  slow, and if below freezing for some time, may stop.  If you want your compost heap or 
bin to stay active during the winter, it will be necessary to insulate the bin.  It is generally recommended that 
the compost bin is not turned or aerated during winter months.  Concentrate on keeping it warm by the      
addition of insulations and,  even if you are allowing the bin to hibernate , cover it over so as to prevent the 
contents becoming waterlogged. 
Continue adding material to the bin. Help to generate heat necessary to keep the composting microbes active 
by adding more coffee grounds. Cow and horse manure help to give the heap a boost and molasses or black    
treacle (mixed 1:20 with water) can also be added. If autumn leaves were bagged for making leaf mould, some 
of them can now be diverted to the compost bin as an additional source of carbon rich browns.  Wood ash 
from the  wood burning stove could also be added during the winter to add a different texture to the mix. The 
vegetable garden can provide tops and trimmings  from celeriac, parsnips, swedes and turnips, which will      
continue through winter along with  leeks and brassicas. If winter pruning apple and pear trees, shred and 
compost the pruned wood. Feeding the bin should continue. In January, vegetable trimmings and peelings 
that may be available these include winter cabbage, cauliflowers, celeriac, kohlrabi, leeks, parsnips and 
swedes. If grown on an allotment, these should be trimmed on site and the leaves added to the allotment 
compost bin or heap. Check the swedes; chop, and compost any that have grown too big and woody. The 
stems of brassicas should be chopped into small pieces using a spade or shredded , otherwise they will be very 
slow  to  decompose. 
 

Article from Issue 4 2018 of the Allotment & Leisure Gardener  

Master Composting by Pierre 
Labat 
On the 12th October I  
attended a very interesting 
course about composting.  I 
would like to share this 
knowledge with any             
interested allotment holders.   
Composting is an area the 
Town Council would like to 
see develop and if you have 
any ideas on how we can do 
this, please get in touch.  
You can find some useful links 
at : 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov
.uk/allotments 



We have a number of vacancies for site representatives .  If you are  interested in becoming a site representative please 
contact  Janine Holt. For more information on the role of a site representative, please visit: 
 
http://www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk/council-services/allotments/sites 

Pest Control  

There has been no  
increase in activity 
compared with  last 
year.  Some sites     
undergo regular      
routine pest control 
because of increased 
rodent activity, these 
sites are Castle 
Haggs, Castle Haggs 
Ext and Rinkfield  
allotment sites. 
Should you have 
concerns about    
rodent activity, 
please  contact the 
office immediately.   

Site Representative Contact Details 

Canal Head Deborah Allison 07921250618/ eda36@my.open.ac.uk  

Castle Drive Mrs E Kelly 731795/ elizcmkelly@gmail.com 

Castle Haggs Gwen Tordoff 735935/ mtordoff42@gmail.com 

Castle Haggs Ext VACANCY  

Coley Barn Eric Ashton 07961509735/ ank45@hotmail.co.uk 

Crow Tree Annette Silk 729412/annette56@hotmail.co.uk 

Greenside Colin Johnson 723377 

Natland Road VACANCY   

Rinkfield Tony Hayton 07773694523/tonyhenmad@gmail.com 

Sandylands VACANCY  

Sedbergh Road VACANCY  

Shaws Brow VACANCY  

Town View Chris Banks acbanks.22@btinternet.com 

Underley Hill Bryan Williams 729005/bryaninkendal@gmail.com 

Underley Road Chris Rowley chrisrowley@phonecoop.coop 

Wattsfield Ros Taylor 741943/rosalind.taylor@gmail.com 

Allotment Site Representatives 

 

Allotment Drop in Sessions Update 
 
You may recall in the last newsletter that we were going to trial allotment drop in sessions. The sessions were to provide 
dedicated time to deal with  allotment related issues. The sessions received a mixed response.   

What worked well? 
 Tenants being able to drop off annual rent payments  
 Informal environment for tenants to discuss allotment issues 
 Less interruptions during office hours within the Town Council office 

What didn’t go so well? 
 Attendance dropped as the growing season progressed 
 Sessions not well advertised in advance  

The future  
It has been agreed to continue with the sessions. It has been acknowledged 
through that the need is not there for them to be held every month.  The  December and January sessions proved very 
popular with dropping off payments in person. Further sessions will be arranged throughout the year and these will be 
advertised by a notice on each allotment and on the Town Council website. 

Payment drop off  
There will be two sessions where you can drop in a cheque for your rent. Please note, we do not have the facility to  
accept cash or card payments.  The two sessions will be  held on : 

Tuesday 18th December 2018 from 2.00pm—3.30pm in the Romney Room.  
Tuesday 29th January 2019 from 2.00pm—3.30pm in the Romney Room.   

The Romney Room is located next to the Town Council office in the Town Hall.  You can enter either through the Town 
Hall or on Highgate.  
 
If you need to speak with me urgently, you can contact me via telephone, email or arrange an appointment.  

Janine Holt, Assistant to the Town Clerk.  
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