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The Kendal in Bloom annual Awards 
Ceremony was held on Thursday 
19th September 2019 at Kendal 
Town Hall.  120 people attended the 
event which is organised annually  
to celebrate the horticultural 

achievements of the local 
community. 

The Mayor of Kendal handed out 3 
bronze, 7 silver and 6 gold certificates 
and numerous certificates of 
appreciation to schools, business 

owners, community groups and  
local residents. 

The evening was a great success 
and we are all looking forward to 
Kendal in Bloom 2020. 

Kendal in Bloom 2019  

Kendal Town Council are delighted 
to announce that the town has won 
a Gold Award in Cumbria in Bloom 
2019 following judging in July.  

On Thursday 5th September, the 
Mayor of Kendal, Cllr Alvin Finch and 
the Chair of Kendal in Bloom 
Committee (KiB), Cllr Andy 
Blackman attended the Awards 
Ceremony held at the Tithe Barn, 
Carlisle. Kendal were awarded a 
Gold Medal Certificate with a score 
of 88/100. This follows several 
years of winning a Silver Gilt Award.  

Cllr Andy Blackman, Chair of KiB 

Committee said “I would like to 
thank the Bloom Committee for its 
vision and support throughout the 
year and recognise that our 
achievements wouldn't be possible 
without the unstinting guidance, 
support and honest endeavours of 
our officers. Having said that it has 
and continues to be a town-wide 
Community effort with 
support coming from 
schools, businesses, 
community groups and 
other interest groups from 
around the town”. 

Gold for Kendal

Vicarage Park School pupils receiving their silver certificate.



Kendal Walking Festival
Following the successful 2019 
Kendal Walking Festival, the 
programme has now been finalised 
for the 2020 event planned for  
8th -11th May. Favourites from 
previous years such as Benson Knott, 
Gurnal Dubs, Kentmere Horseshoe 
and the Howgills are all included, but 
in addition the 2020 guided walks 
include another Horseshoe (Fairfield) 
for those who enjoy a strenuous day, 
and rambles to Helsington and 
Sizergh Castle or Orrest Head and 
Holehird Gardens for those inclined 
to take things easier. If you’re 
interested in the history of Kendal, the 
Civic Society have much of interest to 
share on their jaunts around Kendal's 
streets and yards. 

Kendal Walking Festival offers 
opportunities to make new friends 

and enjoy lengthy conversations 
whilst appreciating the natural beauty 
that surrounds our town in every 
direction. Previous festivals have 
seen people joining us from Leeds, 
Melrose, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Preston, Oldham, London, Kent, 
Bournemouth and even Australia, 
Canada and Japan. Visitors are 
always impressed by what our town 
and local countryside have to offer. 

Kendal Walking Festival is for local 
people as much as visitors, and 
evening social activities include a 
sunset walk to Scout Scar or spending 
'An Evening with Alfred Wainwright', 
Kendal's own fellwalking legend. 

Find the full Kendal Walking Festival 
2020 walks and events programme 
at www.kendalwalkingfestival.co.uk 

Town Crier
Oyez! Oyez! We’re pleased to announce 
that, following the retirement of Richard 
Mathews, Kendal has a new Town Crier! 
John Bateson may be known to some 
of you as he was a town councillor for 
eight years, a Mayor for one year and 
has been Chair of the Kendal Civic 
Society since 2016. John is a native of 
Kendal, having been born in Helme 
Chase and lived here all his life. John, at 
65, is happy to now be devoting his 
time to his work with the Civic Society 
and to being the new Crier. John said, 
“Richard was a wonderful Town Crier for 
Kendal and I’m happy to follow in his 
footsteps.  
I hope to give Kendal the kind of 
excellent service he gave before me.” 
Long may the bell ring!

Free 20-minute 
Parking at 
Oxenholme 
Station 
If you’re planning on travelling by  
rail to or from Oxenholme Station 
soon, then you may like to know 
there is now free 20-minute parking 
on offer in the car parks making 
picking up and dropping off so much 
more convenient.  

For more information visit 
www.virgintrains.co.uk.

The decline of our native pollinators is 
well documented but there’s 
something we can all do to help and 
Autumn is the right time to start. Why 
not join thousands of people across 
the UK who are transforming spaces, 
big and small with native wildflowers. 
Whether it’s a spot in your garden or a 
pot by the backdoor, it all makes a 
difference and it’s relatively easy to do. 

First clear a space. Wildflowers are 
best sown on bare soil so if there is 
grass, cut it right back and remove the 
clippings. Try to remove any clumps of 
earth or weeds and rake over the 
sowing area. Sow the seeds but  
don’t bury them, simply sprinkle  
them across the surface and give 
them a good water. Don’t do this on  
a windy day!  

Finally, be patient. Wildflowers can 
take some time to establish but you 
can help the process by keeping the 
seeds moist and removing any 
obvious competition in the form of 
grass or weeds.  
You can buy wildflower seeds from 
many local shops but make sure they 
are native UK species as these are 
best for our native insects.  

Encouraging native pollinators



Air Cadets on the Airwaves

Fantastic 
Kendal 

Funding from Kendal Town Council has helped 1127 Kendal 
Air Cadet Squadron develop its own base radio station, 
enabling Cadets to communicate with Cadets at other 
squadrons in the Cumbria and Lancashire Wing. The project 
is part of the progressive training syllabus and helps the 
Cadets achieve their Communicator badges and 
subsequent VHF & HF Radio Operator courses. 
The funding has enabled the latest equipment to be 
purchased that can be taken into the field to improve 
communications with Cadets when they are out on activities 
away from the Squadron.   
This generous contribution has been matched by a legacy 
from Mr Brian Cottam Cadet No.8 who joined the Squadron 
in 1941 and passed away last year.  The new radio room will 
bear his name with pride. Brian also kindly donated a 
recovered German Morse Code key from his wartime 
service for Cadets.  

Replacement Gooseholme Footbridge

The footbridge linking Gooseholme 
to New Road was damaged during 
Storm Desmond in December 2015. 
Now that the old bridge has been 
demolished, the contractor will 
vacate the site shortly and then  
work to replace the bridge will 
restart next year with completion  
in October 2020. 
Records indicate that a bridge has 
crossed between New Road and 
Gooseholme since 1875. The bridge 
has been impacted by flooding on a 

number of occasions with the 
original steel truss bridge being 
washed away in 1898. To help 
ensure that the bridge is not 
damaged by floods in the future, the 
soffit height (bottom of the bridge) 
has been increased, making it 1.4m 
higher at the centre. 
The new bridge has been designed 
specifically for combined pedestrian 
and cycle use and will be suitable for 
wheelchair users with ramped 
access on both sides. 

Cumbria County Council has worked 
with SLDC and the Environment 
Agency on the design and to raise 
funds, with £1.65 million being 
invested in the project. 
There are information boards 
showing more details of the project 
near the bridge site on New Road 
and on Gooseholme, and more 
information can be found on the 
Cumbria County Council website. 

Fantastic Kendal is a not for profit 
volunteer led information centre  
for Kendal, without which Kendal 
would not be able to welcome  
visitors and direct them to all that is 
amazing about the town. If you are 

passionate about Kendal and  
have a little spare time, be it a few 
hours a week or month, we would 
love to hear from you. Email 
fanastickendal@mail.com or call 
01539 725139.

www.cumbria.gov.uk/gooseholme/project.asp  



K Shoes Male Voice Choir visit to Rinteln

Kendal Mountain Festival 

14 - 17 November 2019
Join thousands of outdoor enthusiasts 
from across the globe as they come 
together to share and celebrate the 
best stories from the world of 
adventure through film screenings, 
speaker events, literature talks and 
famous parties.  
A chance to rub shoulders with your 
heroes, watch world premiere film 
screenings and inspire your kids for life 
with free family events. It promises to be 
another unmissable year and the full 
programme will be going on sale on 
Friday 27th September.  

For tickets head to: 
kendalmountainfestival.com 

K Shoes Male Voice Choir represented 
Kendal at our twin town Rinteln's 
Altstadt Festival on 9 - 11th August 
2019. 

On the Friday, just a few minutes  
after arriving, the choir took part in 
the opening ceremony, to a rousing 
reception, and were called back  
for a second performance later in  
the evening.  

On the Saturday, choir members were 
hosted at two events by members of 
the Rinteln  Town Twinning Association, 
The Gospel Choir and Rinteln Male 
Voice Choir. As well as building 
contacts and friendships these events 
resulted in an agreement to host a visit 
by Rinteln MVC to Kendal in 2021 and 

helped to finalise details of a visit by 
tutors of Rinteln FE College to Kendal 
FE College in September this year.  

On the Sunday, the choir sang four 
songs at St Johannas Church, Rinteln, 
as part of the morning service which 
included a dedication to Dietrich 
Lange, in the presence of his widow. 
The choir Chair, Stephen Richardson, 
gave a short speech in German, in 
memory of Dietrich and his work for 
Rinteln and Kendal. The service was 
extremely moving and a strong bond of 
unity was felt between the choir and 
the congregation, who gave a standing 
ovation at the end. 

Later on Sunday, the choir gave the 
lunchtime performance in the Market 

Square, Rinteln. A large audience 
gathered and showed their appreciation, 
demanding and receiving an  encore. 
The choir made the local newspaper, 
under the heading ‘Our guests from 
Kendal, always up for a good party’. 

KSMVC would like to acknowledge the 
considerable support of Kendal Town 
Council, who provided £450 towards 
the transport costs of the choir. These 
costs were significant as the choir had 
to travel by coach in order to transport 
equipment. In addition, the choir 
would also like to acknowledge the 
outstanding generosity of the people 
of Rinteln, especially members of the 
Rinteln Town Twinning Association for 
giving choir members a truly 
wonderful experience. 



Award Winning Festival Back In Town

The sun shone on the second Unity 
Festival held on 22nd June. Crowds 
flocked to Abbot Hall Park for a 
range of performances on stage and 
to meet a host of local groups and 
organisations offering activities.  

Cllr. Guy Tirvengadum opened 
proceedings, followed by the new 
High Sheriff of Cumbria Marcia Reid 
Fotheringham and then by Deputy 
Mayor Cllr Doug Rathbone. 

There was the opportunity to 
decorate a brick for the unity wall, 
dress up in costume with Kendal 
Community Theatre, engage in some 
gorilla gardening with Cumbria’s 
Youth Council and try some art with 
Kendal Torchlight. Attendees also 
enjoyed watching a cookery 
demonstration by Hirishi Desai from 
TV’s the Great British Menu.   

In the town centre, shoppers were 

stopped in their tracks by the 
Thunderdrummers, whilst children 
enjoyed storytelling at the library. 
The Brewery’s Common Threads 
project, run by Manna House, got 
people to Stitch a Bird, creating a 
collective flock at the Birdcage!  

This fun family festival, recognised 
as Diversity Event of the Year at The 
Cumbria Diversity Awards, is set to 
become an annual event.  

Skies Alight Remember, remember  
Friday 1st of November! 

Join Kendal R.U.F.C at Mintbridge 
for Kendal’s annual fireworks 
display. This year they celebrate  
the 60th Anniversary of the  
Lunar Landings with a fabulous 
pyro-musical display. 

Enjoy FREE entry to the ground from 

5.00 pm where you’ll find fairground 
rides, food outlets and an outdoor 
bar. Firing starts at 7.30 pm. 

VIP Supper Tickets available. Why 
not make a night of it? Enjoy a 
fabulous evening with friends and 
family with a delicious buffet supper, 

use of the indoor bar and firework 
viewing from the covered balcony. 
Tickets are £16 each and available 
at www.kendalrugby.co.uk 

Kendal Town Council is delighted to 
give grant support to such an 
exciting event once again this year.   

Kendal Christmas Lights
Sadly, Kendal Town Council are, 
despite strenuous efforts, unable to 
hold a dedicated Christmas lights 
switch-on event this year. A 
combination of factors following on 
from the difficulties experienced last 
year have meant we are unable to 
put together an event. Finding a 
second location to hold the family 
orientated event has proved difficult 
and we have been unable to secure 
partnership funding leaving only a 
very small budget insufficient to hold 
an event of this size with all the 
associated costs. 

We hope to have a symbolic switch-
on of the tree and lights in Market 
Place as darkness falls on Saturday 

16th November (4.30-6.00 pm) 
involving the Mayor of Kendal, Town 
Crier and Father Christmas with 
singing from local choirs.  

Cllr Shirley Evans, Chair of Christmas 
Lights Committee said “I would like 
to thank everyone involved in trying 
to secure a dedicated switch-on 
event this year. Sadly it has not 
proved possible and we are 
disappointed. We are though 
improving, as we do each year, our 
lights display which is fully funded by 
Kendal Town Council. We will have 
new lights in Wildman Street and at 
Kendal Museum, enhanced lights on 
Finkle Street and we hope to have 
small lighted trees in holders along 

Highgate and Stricklandgate”. 

The Mayor of Kendal, Cllr Alvin Finch, 
said “Naturally I am disappointed. I 
hope the town can come together 
and support a switch-on event next 
year where we work together in 
partnership, as it is not an event the 
Town Council can run alone. I hope 
some of you will still join me on 
Saturday 16th November in a simple 
switching on of the Christmas tree 
and town lights.” 

The Town Council would welcome 
any input on how we could hold 
future switch-on events and we are 
open to any suggestions.  

 



Kendal’s 
Hidden 
Gem

Tucked away 
in the heart of 
Kendal on 
Branthwaite 
Brow, just off 
the Market 
Square, is 
Kendal 
Unitarian 
Chapel. For 
many years 
this has been 
known locally 

as ‘Kendal’s Hidden Gem’. Through the old 
iron gates people have found a place of 
peace: a beautiful historic building and a 
garden of tranquillity in the busy heart of 
our town. 
What many may not know is that this 
chapel is the oldest non-conformist place 
of worship in Kendal. Founded in 1720, 
Kendal Unitarian Chapel has been a 
champion of individual freedom and 
integral to the social history of Kendal. 
Historically Unitarians were forerunners for 
religious liberty, education and wellbeing 
for all.  The chapel was an active 
participant during Kendal’s part in 
supporting the historic Anti-Slavery Bill 
when it came before Parliament. 
In July this year, Cumbria in Bloom visited 
the garden as part of their judging tour 
around the town. The judges claimed that 
it was one of a number of locations that 
will remain in their memories, and 
commented that the garden is classically 
peacful, featuring strong and healthy 
roses.  
2020 will mark Kendal Unitarian Chapel’s 
300th anniversary with celebrations and 
special events planned for next year.  
The most significant event will be the 
official opening of the new Multi-faith 
Garden, which will be opened by Mrs Claire 
Hensman, the Lord Lieutenant of Cumbria. 
Please look out for details and dates of the 
special 2020 events to which all are most 
welcome. www.kendalunitarians.com, 
facebook.com/kendalunitarians 

The Mayor of Kendal is raising funds 
for two local charities during his 
Mayoral year. The Mayor has chosen 
to support Kendal People’s Café, 
which provides meals on a ‘pay as 
you can’ basis using donated or 
“rescued” food and Teenage Art 
Group (#TAG) which supports 
vulnerable young people through 
creative activity.  
To help raise funds for these 
fantastic charities, please join us at 
the Mayor’s Christmas Concert and 
the Mayor’s Coffee Morning. 

Mayor’s Christmas Concert  
with K Shoes Male Voice Choir  
St Thomas’ Church  
Friday 13th December  
Doors 6.30, start 7.30pm  
Tickets £8 each 

Mayor’s Christmas  
Coffee Morning  
Kendal Town Hall  
Saturday 21st December  
9am – 12.30pm  
£1 entry includes refreshments & 
music from Kendal Concert Band 

Mayor’s Events 

Do you know someone who has 
done something outstanding 
for Kendal during 2019? 
This Award is made annually to the 
person, persons, club, association, 
society or other local body (political 
activities excluded), who, or which, in 
the opinion of the Trustees of the 
Award, has done most during the year 
to promote the prestige of Kendal or 
has contributed significantly to the 

betterment of its inhabitants. 
The Trustees are inviting nominations 
for the 2019 Award, which should be 
received by 10 January 2020. It is not 
expected that any individual or 
society will nominate themselves. 
Nominations should be e-mailed to 
office@kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
or posted to: The Town Clerk, 
Kendal Town Council, Town Hall, 
Kendal, LA9 4DL 

Kendal Town Council’s 
Wainwright Achievement 
Award 2019

Since planning permission was 
granted in July 2019, the 
Environment Agency has been 
working hard on its plans to deliver a 
three phase Flood Risk Management 
Scheme for the River Kent catchment, 
which will better protect residential 
and business properties from 
flooding and improve the local 
environment. 
The Environment Agency is 
completing environmental and 
topographic surveys and undertaking 
site investigation works over the 
winter, and plans to start construction 
in spring 2020.

They are re-launching the visitor centre 
in the Fell Tarn shop, 1st floor, 
Westmorland Shopping Centre, where 
people can find out the latest 
information – the plans and 
timescales, scheme overview 
aesthetics and finishes, Kendal public 
realm/art strategy, environmental 
enhancements, mitigation and trees - 
and learn about property level flood 
resilience and resistance. It’s certainly 
worth a visit!  
Find out more online at 
www.thefloodhub.co.uk in ‘your area’. 
Sign up to receive free flood warnings 
by calling 03459 881 188.

Kendal Flood Risk Management 
Scheme Update 

www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk   |   01539 793490 
Contact Newsletter Editor via projectmanager@kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 


