
Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 

5 January 2026 

To Members of the Environment Committee 

Cllr G Archibald (Vice-Chair) Cllr E Hennessy (Chair) 
Cllr S Blunden Cllr S Long 
Cllr D Brown Cllr C Russell 
Cllr J Cornthwaite Cllr K Simpson 
One Vacancy 

You are summoned to a meeting of Kendal Town Council Environment Committee on 
Monday, 12 January, at 7.00 p.m., in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, 
Kendal. 

Yours faithfully 

Chris Bagshaw 
Town Clerk 

AGENDA 

Public Participation 
Any member of the public who wishes to ask a question, make representations or present a 
deputation or petition at this meeting should apply to do so before the commencement of the 
meeting. Information on how to make the application is available on the Council’s Website - 
http://www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk/kendal-town-council/statutory-information/guidance-on-
public-participation-at-kendal-town-council-meetings/ or by contacting the Town Clerk on 
01539 885430. 

1. Apologies
To receive and accept any apologies.  If accepted, apologies will be considered to be for reasons 
approved by the Council under the terms of Local Government Act 1972, s85. 

2. Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations by members and/or co-optees of interests in respect of items on this agenda. 

3. Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
To consider whether there are any agenda items during consideration of which the press and public 
should be excluded. 

4. Minutes of the Last Meeting (pages 3 to 8)
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held on 10 November and 11 
December and to authorise the Chairman to sign them as a correct record (see attached). 
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5. Project Activity Report and Overview (pages 9 to 14)
To review an update of ongoing projects and answer members’ questions (see attached). 

6. Project Close Out Reports
To consider any project close out reports. 

Background 
This is a standing item relating to Project Reporting. There are no proposals to close out 
projects at this meeting.  

7. Assets and Infrastructure (pages 15 to 17)
To review an update of assets and infrastructure items and answer members’ questions (see 
attached).  

8. Environment Budget 2025/26 (pages 18 to 21)
To receive a report on the spend against Environment budget 2025/26 (see attached). 

9. Footpaths (pages 22 to 28)
To receive a report on the footpath network priority path list (see attached). 

10. Heron Hill Lighting Scheme (pages 29 to 31)
To consider a proposal for the Heron Hill lighting project (see attached). 

11. Community Notice Boards (pages 32 to 33)
To consider a report on community notice boards (see attached). 

12. Natural Kendal (pages 34 to 35)
To receive a report on the work of Natural Kendal. 

13. Mintsfeet Working Group
To receive a verbal update from the Westmorland and Furness Council Mintsfeet Working Group. 

14. Items for Press Coverage and the Newsletter
To consider whether any items should receive press coverage or included in the next edition 
of the Council’s newsletter (digital or Spring 2026). 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4ED 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Environment Committee held on Monday, 10 November 
2025, at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal. 
 
Cllr G Archibald (Vice-Chair) Present  Cllr S Blunden Present 
Cllr D Brown Present  Cllr J Cornthwaite Present 
Cllr E Hennessy (Chair) Present Cllr S Long Present 
Cllr C Russell Present  Cllr K Simpson Present  
One Vacancy  

 
In attendance: Natalia Williams (Development and Delivery Manager (Deputy Clerk), Chris 
Bagshaw (Town Clerk) 
 
E48/2025 Apologies 
 
Resolved: No apologies were received. 
 
E49/2025 Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Russell was not present at the start of the meeting, but when he arrived (at 7.15pm), he 
declared an interest in agenda item 13 (Natural Kendal) and in budgetary considerations that 
may include Natural Kendal. 
 
E50/2025 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960) 
 
There were no excluded items on the agenda. 
 
E51/2025 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
Resolved: To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 8 September 
and 6 October 2025 and to authorise the Chair to sign them as true record.  
 
E52/2025 Project Activity Report and Overview 
 
The Committee was presented with the Project Activity and Overview Report which provided 
an update on ongoing projects.  
 
The Deputy Town Clerk drew the Committee’s attention to the issue of a handrail (Project 
KTC001), asking if this continued to be a priority, as the task required additional work which 
was not straightforward. The Committee concurred with the Chair who suggested it should 
remain on the Project list.  
 
Resolved: That KTC001 remain on the project list. 
 
She went on the KTC002 (Explore Kendal totems), explaining that metalwork repairs will 
take it over budget. She presented three options at varying price points. The Committee 
selected Option 1, which was for on site repairs, drawing £1,500 additional budget from the 
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Infrastructure Maintenance Budget. The Committee was also asked whether to seek CIL 
funding to extend the scheme to include two new totems at Oxenholme railway station.  
 
Resolved: KTC002 Explore Kendal - That Option 1 is chosen from the project options list, 
drawing £1,500 form the Infrastructure Maintenance budget. 
 
Resolved: KTC021 - That an additional £11,000 is sought from the CIL fund to finance two 
additional totems at Oxenholme. 
 
It was noted that the Pump Track project and the 20mph project were progressing and that 
additional press coverage should be sought. 
 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
E53/2025 Project Close Out Reports 
 
This is a standing agenda item. There were no proposals for close out to consider at this 
meeting.  
 
E54/2025 Environment Budget 2025/26 
 
The Committee considered a report on the Environment Budget 2025/26 as at 31 October 
2025. 
 
E55/2025 Biodiversity Grant application 
 
The Committee considered a grant application for £5,000 for a signage and information project 
around Kirkbie Green. There was some concern that the Town Council appeared to be the only 
funding body approached, and that some of the money was for paper leaflets and dispensers, which 
the Committee did not feel represented a good investment. There was debate about whether the 
remaining amount should be granted in full, or whether a portion should be selected with the 
recommendation that the group seeks funding elsewhere (Westmorland and Furness Council Locality 
Board was suggested) for the balance. 
 
Resolved: To offer a grant of £2,100 towards the cost of the Stormguard interpretation panels, with 
the additional comments on the desirability of the leaflets and the funding of the other elements fed 
back to the applicant. 
 
E56/2025 Additional Budget Proposals for the current year 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Deputy Town Clerk which outlined proposals to 
include some additional projects in the current year, which were suggested as possible ideas 
for the next financial year.  
 

a) New infrastructure: waste bins at Scroggs Wood. 
 
Resolved: To allocate £1,000 to the installation of waste bins at Scroggs Wood and 
Kirkbie Green, subject to acceptable agreements being possible with the waste 
collection authority (W&FC). A process for considering seating at these locations 
would be brought to a subsequent meeting. 
 

b) Infrastructure Maintenance: Painting handrails at Serpentine Road and Sepulchre 
Road. 
 
Resolved: Subject to approval from owner (W&FC), to allocate £1,000 to each. 
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c) Green infrastructure maintenance: cut back and remove waste from riverside path 

downstream right bank from Romney Bridge. 
 

Resolved: To discuss this issue further with appropriate landowners and for 
Councillors to arrange a work party to address any immediate access issues.  

 
d) Green infrastructure maintenance: Tree planting at Mintsfeet riverbank. 

 
Resolved: To allocate up to £2,000 for initial ecological surveys and planning to 
ensure any subsequent planting is for the right species in the right place. This would 
also include an assessment of the Council’s land at Vicarage Drive. 

 
E57/2025 Kendal Citizen’s Climate Jury 
 
The Committee noted its actions from the previous meeting and considered a report on 
proposals for the subsequent steps to support the outcomes of the Citizen’s Climate Jury. 
 
Resolved: To allocate a budget of £5,000 in the next year’s revenue budget to commission 
a report evaluating the progress so far and making recommendations for future actions and 
engagement, as set out in the Agenda report proposals. 
 
E58/2025 Planting for Pollinators 
 
The Committee considered a report on the outcome of a project with Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
to develop three sites for pollinators (Kendal Green, Sandylands and Heron Hill). The 
relative successes of the three sites were discussed, with issues being highlighted at Kendal 
Green over public perception and expectation management. The report recommended that 
only Kendal Green and Heron Hill be continued, as the Sandylands site was less successful 
and would be adversely affected in the short term by the Pump Track construction, as a part 
of which a new scheme could be devised.  
 
Resolved: To propose an allocation of £11,500 in the 2026-27 revenue budget to support 
CWT to deliver an enrichment project at Kendal Green and Heron Hill sites.  
 
E59/2025 Bowling Fell Phase Two 
 
The committee considered a report scoping the second phase of the Council’s investment in 
Bowling Fell. The report proposed a revenue allocation of £5,000 in the next financial year to 
support the outcomes, but there was some debate about whether this was sufficient, and 
whether an additional outcome should be the inclusion of improved accessibility in some way 
to the Motte. It was acknowledged that this might be more complex, given the scheduled 
monument status of much of the site.  
 
Resolved: To allocate £5,000 from the Revenue budget for 2026-27 for the scheme outlined 
in the report, with an additional £5,000 allocated to allow for an accessibility review of the 
site.   
 
E60/2025 Budget 2026-2027 
 
The Committee considered a report on a Proposed Revenue Budget for the next financial year. It was 
noted that a request for funding from Natural Kendal had been received too late to be integrated into 
the budget proposals. 
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Heading Proposed 

26/27 Comments  Budget 
25/26 

24/25 
Biodiversity 
Grants  

8,000  Rename to ‘Climate 
and Biodiversity’  Revenue  

New 
Infrastructure  12,000 

7,000 1 x new bus shelter 
Strickland  

Revenue 
 
Or  
 
CIL 
request  

5,000 New railings 
Strickland  

Infrastructure 
Maintenance  8,500   Revenue 

Green 
Infrastructure 
Maintenance  

6,000   Revenue 

W&F Charges – 
Bins 4,420   Revenue 

Climate Web 
Costs  0 

Total – revenue   38,920    

Total – all     

Bus Stop 
Improvements  0  

Water Fountain 
Refill  0   

Natural Kendal  0  

Total  0 

Bowling Fell  8,682 
To add to remaining to 
bring available funds to 
£10k  

Revenue  

Kendal Yards  1,493  
To add to remaining to 
bring available funds to 
£5k 

Revenue  

Planting for 
Pollinators  11,500  Revenue 

Total – revenue  60,595 
 
Resolved: To submit the above budget to the Budget Working Group for incorporation into the overall 
budget of the Council. 
 
Resolved: To add a request from Natural Kendal to the Budget Working Group’s considerations as it 
evolves. 
 
Resolved: To seek an additional £10,000 from CIL to support the Council’s work on footpath 
restoration at Vicarage Park.  
 
E61/2025 Bus Shelters 
 
The Committee received a report from the Projects Officer on Project KTC020, which sought 
to improve the bus shelters in the Council’s care. 
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The report sought two specific decisions – to approve the replacement of all the Perspex in 
the shelters, with new, vandal resistant versions at a cost of £8,565, and whether to replace 
in full, or repair the shelter at Castle Green Lane. 
 
Resolved: To replace all Perspex and add anti-vandal elements as specified. 
 
Resolved: To replace the shelter at Castle Green Lane, due to its dilapidated and 
unsustainable condition. 
 
E61/2025 Standing Orders 
 
Resolved: To suspend Standing Order 3x (restricting a meeting to 2 hours), in order to 
complete the business of the meeting. 
 
E62/2025 Footpath Priorities 
 
The Committee considered a report on footpath renovation priorities. It included suggestions 
that the path between Aikrigg Avenue and the riverside route across Dockray Hall bridge, 
and a right of way between Greenside and Undercliff be added to the list of priorities. The 
Committee was happy about the former but concerns were expressed about the latter, as it 
didn’t appear to be a route to school. The Clerk suggested this might be incorporated into a 
wider report on Kendal Fell, which he was drafting for a future meeting. Additionally the 
Committee’s approval was sought for a school survey on the existing routes and any further 
interventions that could improve routes.  
 
Resolved: To add the Aikrigg Avenue PROW to the project priority list.  
 
Resolved: To conduct a survey in schools on the progress made so far and the priorities of 
users for future interventions. 
 
Resolved: To bring a report on Kendal Fell access paths to a future Committee. 
 
E63/2025 Easy Travel – Kendal Bus Station 
 
The Committee considered a report on Kendal Bus Station, which had an existing allocation 
of funding through the Easy Travel project. The report proposed taking £25,000 from the 
funding to deliver cleaning, new planting, painting and signage. The project had been 
scoped in partnership with officers from Westmorland and Furness Council, from which 
some match funding would be required. It was noted that the BT building was a considerable 
eyesore on Blackhall Road, and also that other partners had been looking at projects to 
improve the area. This project concentrated specifically on the Bus Station elements of the 
space. 
 
Resolved: To allocate £25,000 from the Easy Travel project budget, as described in the 
report. 
 
E64/2025 Items for Press Coverage and the Newsletter 
 
The Committee considered whether any items should be included in the next edition of the 
Council’s newsletter or press releases.  
 
Resolved: To publicise the Budget process, the Pump Track progress and the delivery of 
20mph. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.16pm. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Environment Committee held on Thursday 11 December 
2025, at 5.00 p.m. in the Atrium, South Lakeland House, Kendal. 
 
Cllr G Archibald (Vice-Chair) Apologies Cllr S Blunden Absent 
Cllr D Brown Present  Cllr J Cornthwaite Absent 
Cllr E Hennessy (Chair) Present Cllr S Long Present 
Cllr C Russell Present  Cllr K Simpson Absent 
One Vacancy  

 
In attendance: Natalia Williams (Development and Delivery Manager (Deputy Clerk), Chris 
Bagshaw (Town Clerk) 
 
E65/2025 Apologies 
 
Resolved: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Archibald. 
 
E66/2025 Declarations of Interest 
 
None were declared. 
 
E67/2025 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960) 
 
There were no excluded items on the agenda. 
 
E68/2025 Footpath Work at Stainbank Road/Michaelson Road 
 
The Committee reviewed a proposal for work on the footpath between Stainbank Road and 
Michaelson Road, which could be done by W&F contractors in the week before Christmas. 
The work would aim to provide a dry, surfaced route linking the two roads across the centre 
of the park, which was prone to flooding. A wall at the Stainbank Road end of the path would 
also be reinstated. 
 
Resolved: That the Committee approves up to £2,500 from the CIL allocation for footpath 
improvements. Publicity would be arranged with members after the work was complete. 
 
The meeting closed at 17.04. 
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Kendal Town Council 

Agenda Item 5 

Project Activity Report  
 

 
Project Phases:  

 
 
E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Ref  

Project title 
and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase 

Additional Notes  

New 
Infrastructure 
 
£0 budgeted 
 
Funding to be 
explored via 
CIL applications 
as and when 
required. 

KTC016 Footway 
Lighting – Heron 
Hill  

Public Realm, 
Getting Around 

Report included.  WAFC 
(Westmorland 
and Furness 
Council)  
Friends of the 
Lake District  

Definition Report included.  

KTC001 Accessibility of 
Public Spaces -  
Handrail for 
Vicarage Drive – 
Birchwood Close 
connecting 
footpath 

Public Realm, 
Getting Around 

Officers have obtained 
updated quotations for the 
installation of the handrail. 
This includes utility location 
and avoidance works, to be 
undertaken by a contractor 
holding the appropriate 
Streetworks licence. 
 
Officers are working on 
determining permissions - the 
footpath is currently 
unregistered, so enquiries are 
being made to the original land 
developers.  

External  Definition  

Concept Definition Delivery Close Out Completed
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E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Reference  

Project title 
and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase  

Additional Notes  

Infrastructure 
Maintenance 
 
 

KTC002 
 
 

Signage –  
 
Explore Kendal  
 
Repair / update 
17 ‘Explore 
Kendal’ Signs.  
  
 
 

Public Realm, 
Thriving Town 

Meeting scheduled between 
suppliers at the beginning of 
January to agree detailed 
timeline (removal, metal 
repairs and re-installation). 
Communications plan will be 
implemented to ensure Cllrs 
and public are kept informed 
about the works.  

Lakeland Arts, 
Brewery Arts, 
Quaker 
Tapestry, 
Contractors  

Delivery Graphic design completed.  

Approved 
Infrastructure  
 
CIL Allocation 

KTC004 Water Bottle 
Refill Point  
  

Public Realm, 
Climate Change 
and Biodiversity 

The allocated funding is no 
longer required by W&F 
because of larger Heart of 
Kendal project. KTC can 
continue with the installation at 
an alternative location within 
the centre if desired.  
 
Working proposal is for the 
downstairs entrance foyer from 
the car park, due to footfall 
and water supply. This has 
been discussed and 
provisionally agreed with 
stakeholders. Costs have 
increased since initial 
allocation – unit, installation 
and maintenance.  

W&FC  
Praxis  

Close out Committee Decision: whether 
to proceed with the project.  
 
If yes, to spend up to £ 7,000 
on the installation of the 
water refill point this FY:  
 
• £ 5,000 allocated from 

revenue  
+ £ 2,000 from 2025/26 new 
infrastructure budget.  

Would require ongoing 
maintenance moving 
forwards, to be taken from 
appropriate budget lines. 
This could be provided by 
suppliers under a 
maintenance agreement.  

KTC017 Kendal Pump 
track 
 
 

Getting Around,  
Supporting 
People and 
Community 
Wellbeing 

Decision expected on W&F 
CIL funding early 2026. If 
successful, tender process will 
follow. Additional leafleting 
planned for neighbouring 
properties in January.  

Contractor, 
W&F,  
Kendal 
Cycling Club 

Definition 
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E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Reference 

Project title 
and 
description 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase 

Additional Notes 

Approved 
Infrastructure 

CIL Allocation 

KTC020 Bus Shelters Public Realm Perspex replacement started – 
Burneside Road shelter 
started in December.  

Preparatory work for Castle 
Green Lane replacement 
(permissions, permits) 
underway.  

Overgrown ivy removed from 
Castle Walk – has revealed 
issues with the roof structure. 
Quotes for repairs being 
obtained.  

W&FC 
Suppliers 

Delivery 

KTC019 Easy Travel 
Kendal 

Proposed phase 
1: 
Woolpack Yard 
cycle parking 
/storage and bus 
station 
improvements 

Getting Around, 
Public Realm 

Bike feasibility study delayed. 
Expected to be completed by 
February, alongside 
completion of the Small-Scale 
Improvements study.  

Kendal 
Futures, BID, 
WAFC , EA, 
Stagecoach. 

Delivery 

Bus Station – Letter sent from 
Cllr Hennessy to W&FC for 
commitment of future 
investment. Awaiting formal 
response.  

Quotes received for cleaning. 

Quotes received for painting 
‘touch ups’.  

Several site visits conducted. 

Permissions underway for 
cleaning work. 

Definition 

Climate 
Change 

KTC005 Kendal Climate 
Citizens’ Jury  

Climate Change 
and Biodiversity 

Work to progress in line with 
budget approval.   

Various Review  
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E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Reference  

Project title and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project Phase  Additional Notes  

Biodiversity 
Initiatives & 
Grants 
 

 Management of Open 
Spaces –  
Vicarage Drive Land 
Mintsfeet Land  
 

Climate 
Change and 
Biodiversity, 
Public Realm, 

Update on Ecological 
surveys included in 
assets and 
infrastructure report.  

Natural 
Kendal 
 
‘Friends of’ 

BAU    
 

Cycling and 
Walking  

KTC011 Kirkbarrow Connections  
 

Getting Around  Report Provided.  W&FC Definition  Report Provided.  

Vicarage Drive to Vicars 
Garth improvements (FP -
536045) 

W&FC  Completed   

Riverside Connectivity 
(North) 

W&FC  Definition  

Riverside Connectivity 
(South) (FP 536065)  
 

W&FC, UU  Delivery  

Cycling and 
Walking  

KTC018  20 MPH Supporting 
People and 
Community 
Wellbeing, 
Getting 
Around,  
Public Realm  

Formal Consultation. 
Community Speed 
watch reinstatement 
supported in 
Oxenholme. Speed 
Radar Gun loan to 
group expected in 
January 2026.   

WAFC 
Kendal 
Cycling Club 

Definition   

Public Realm 
Improvements 
 

 Signage -  
 
From Oxenholme to 
Kendal (Oxenholme train 
station)  
 
 
 

Getting 
Around, Public 
Realm 

CIL request submitted 
to Management 
Committee 5th January 
for 2 x additional 
totems.  
 
Additional actions 
delayed due to lack of 
response from Avanti 
Rail. After two positive 
meetings on site, 
officers have made 
several attempts to 
establish contact 
without success.  

WAFC,  
Avanti, 
Stagecoach,  
Lakes Line 
Rail User 
Group  

Delivery Request to Councillors 
if any assistance can 
be provided to 
facilitate 
communication with 
Avanti. The main 
project is unlikely to 
progress until formal 
permission for 
activities are granted.  
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CLOSED OUT  

Project Reference  Project Name  Date of Close Out  

KTC003 Yard 5 10.03.25 

KTC006  The Eddington Climate Hub  19.05.25 

KTC007  Dark Skies Retrofit  19.05.25 

KTC008 Cumbria Plan Bee – Solitary Bee Boxes.  10.03.25 

KTC009  Canal Head Wetland Planting  19.05.25 

KTC010 Pollinator Planting 10.03.25 

KTC012 Ivy Screening Project  10.03.25 

KTC013  Bowling Fell Phase 1  17.07.25 

 

 

 

E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Reference  

Project title and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase  

Additional Notes  

Public Realm 
Improvements 
 

KTC013 Bowling Fell  
 
Phase 2  

Climate 
Change and 
Biodiversity 

Work to progress in 
line with budget 
approval.   

WAFC, 
contractors, 
KCV, Historic 
England, 
Fellside 
Forum 

Concept  

Green Spaces  
Improvements  

 Mintsfeet Sports and 
Nature Hub 
 
£7,500 allocated 
  
  

Supporting 
People and 
Community 
Wellbeing, 
Climate 
Change and 
Biodiversity 

Working group set up 
within W&FC.  

 

 

WAF, 
Millennium 
Field Trust, 
The FA, 
Sandgate 
School.  

Concept Update from Chair of 
working group on 
agenda. 
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ISSUES LIST  

 

Project title and description  Notes  Partners 

Signage  Hedgehog signs for Hedgehogs crossing, following WAF policy development.  WAFC 

Footway Lighting  Aikrigg Avenue and Kirkbarrow Lane – requirements to be explored.   

LCWIP  Officers liaising with W&FC active travel team regarding progress. WAFC 

Gooseholme ASB 
Improvements 

A range of measures agreed with SLDC following completion of bridge and flood defence works. To be 
reviewed when the EA Flood Scheme work is completed – expected 2027.  EA  

W&F 

Vicarage Park  
 
Previously: Collinfield Open 
Space  

Now included in footpath network report.  
 

WAFC   
Story Homes  
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Kendal Town Council 

Agenda Item 7 

Assets and Infrastructure 

Active and Requests (FY 2025 – 2026) 

E&H Budget 
Heading 

Category Item Approved/ Request Progress Partners Additional Notes 

New 
Infrastructure 

Benches Kirkbie Green x 2 Requested Request via Councillor, 2 x 
benches at Kirkbie Green.  

Committee decision: 

To fund new infrastructure 
request for benches at 
Kirkbie Green, subject to 
available funds, approval and 
permissions by Westmorland 
and Furness Council. 

Birchwood Close Approved Request via Councillor. 1 x 
bench at Birchwood Close 
green space.  

Permissions provisionally 
granted by WAF. Details to 
be confirmed and 
installation arranged.  

WAF 
Parks and 
Open 
Spaces 

Will utilise an existing bench 
removed due to the flood 
works scheme.  

Bins Kirkbie Green x 1 Approved Provisionally approved by 
W&FC following site 
assessment.  

WAF 
Street 
Scene 

Recent issues with arson on 
bins in Kendal – being dealt 
with by Police but slowing 
progress and appetite for 
new installations. To be 
reviewed in New Year with 
the W&FC team.  

Milnthorpe Road (Scroggs 
Wood) x 1  

Approved Provisionally approved by 
W&FC following site 
assessment. Location - 
Milnthorpe Road, just past 
Scroggs Lane entrance.  

WAF 
Street 
Scene 
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Requests (FY 2026 – 2027) 

 

 

E&H Budget 
Heading 

Category  Item  Approved/ Request  Progress Partners Additional Notes  

Infrastructure 
Maintenance  

Railings  Painting – Sepulchre Lane  Approved  Officers to conduct site visit 
to confirm locations in 
January. Permissions to be 
requested from WAF.  
 
Meeting conducted with 
Right2Work for potential 
collaboration and support 
with work.  
 

WAF 
Estates  

 

Painting – Serpentine Road Approved  

Green 
Infrastructure 
Maintenance  

Land  Ecological Surveys on KTC 
owned land 

Approved  Quotes received from 
suppliers.   
 
Cost of work – up to £ 2,000 
as approved in November.   
 
Optimal time for surveys to 
be conducted is between 
May – September. 
 

External Both land areas will be 
covered by Natural Kendal’s 
Biodiversity mapping project, 
though timescales are TBC.  
 
Committee Decision:  
 
Whether to proceed with KTC 
led surveys for land areas or 
to await data from Natural 
Kendal Mapping and conduct 
further surveys, if required.   

E&H Budget 
Heading 

Category  Item  Approved/ Request  Progress Partners Additional Notes  

New 
Infrastructure Bus Shelter  Kent Lea, Burneside Road  Approved  

Request for location 
assessment made to WAF 
Officers.   

WAF Bus 
Team   

Not yet 
allocated  Railings  Installation of Railings in 

Hallgarth Approved  

Included in Small Scale 
Improvements Project. 
Update expected in 
February 2026.  
 

WAF 
Active 
Travel  

Opportunity to fund project 
when scoped a part of study.  
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Full List of Assets and Infrastructure relating to Environment Committee  

 Quantity  Location  Maintenance  Next Required  

Benches and Seats 94 Various / mapped 
Regular maintenance and checks 
required. Officers implementing 
new system. 

Checks conducted December 
2025 / January 2026 for 
repairs and maintenance 
requirements. 

Bins (sponsored) 10 Various/ mapped  Managed by Westmorland and Furness Council. ‘Sponsored’ by 
KTC through budget contribution.  

Boundary Boards 4 Town Entrances / Exits Cleaning and condition checks.  

Bus Shelters 10 Various / mapped Maintenance underway through Bus Shelter project. Annual 
cleaning routine established. 

Notice Boards 1 Phone Box, Helmside Road Cleaning and condition checks. Replaced in 2025. 

Phone Box 1 Helmside Road Cleaning and condition checks.  

Signs – Explore Kendal 17 Various/ mapped Current project. Ongoing cleaning routine to be established with 
potential for vinyl replacements or updates ad hoc. 

Speed Indicator Device 1 Milnthorpe Road Battery replacement. 2029/ 2030 

Speed Radar Gun 1 Office Annual Calibration. 2026 

Yard 5 – Artwork 10 Yard 5 10-year MOU.  To be monitored. 

 

Officers are migrating assets onto new asset management system beginning January 2026. Review of owned assets to be done in conjunction and list will be updated 
accordingly.  
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Kendal Town Council18/12/2025

10:26

Page 1

Note: Full Budget Statement

Annual Budget ­ By Centre (Actual YTD Month 9)

24/25 25/26 26/27

Total Actual YTD Projected CommittedBudget Actual Agreed EMR Carried 
Forward

E ­ New Infrastructure/Improve600

5104 24/25 Biodiversity Grants 10,000 3,920 0 08,000 1,000 0 0 0

5107 E ­ New Infrastructure 4,500 989 0 00 0 0 0 0

5108 E ­  Infrastructure Maint 8,500 818 0 2506,000 4,176 0 0 0

5109 Environment Core ­ Misc 0 0 0 00 240 0 0 0

5112 KTC002 E ­ Explore Sign Projec 10,000 63 0 9,4080 0 0 0 0

Overhead Expenditure 33,000 5,789 0 9,65814,000 5,416 0 0 0

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (33,000) (5,789) 0(14,000) (5,416) 0

E ­ Infrastructure Maintenance620

5311 Green Infrastructure Main 6,000 850 0 00 0 0 0 0

Overhead Expenditure 6,000 850 0 00 0 0 0 0

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (6,000) (850) 00 0 0

E ­  W&F Charges630

5300 E ­ W&F Charges­Footway Light 0 0 0 05,000 0 0 0 0

5310 E ­ W&F  Charges­Bins 4,250 1,884 0 03,250 3,500 0 0 0

Overhead Expenditure 4,250 1,884 0 08,250 3,500 0 0 0

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (4,250) (1,884) 0(8,250) (3,500) 0

Projects ­ Climate Ch900

9040 DNU KTC006 ­ Eddington 0 0 0 09,620 9,456 0 0 0

9055 Climate Web Costs 615 615 0 0350 350 0 0 0

Continued on next page
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Kendal Town Council18/12/2025

10:26

Page 2

Note: Full Budget Statement

Annual Budget ­ By Centre (Actual YTD Month 9)

24/25 25/26 26/27

Total Actual YTD Projected CommittedBudget Actual Agreed EMR Carried 
Forward

Overhead Expenditure 615 615 0 09,970 9,806 0 0 0

plus Transfer from EMR6000 0 350 0 00 9,806 0 0 0

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (615) (265) 0(9,970) 0 0

Projects ­ Biodiversity910

9120 DNU KTC007 Bio Dark Skies 3,400 2,735 0 02,900 ­500 0 0 0

9127 DNU ­ KTC010 Planting4P 0 0 0 010,000 10,000 0 0 0

Overhead Expenditure 3,400 2,735 0 012,900 9,500 0 0 0

plus Transfer from EMR6000 0 2,735 0 00 3,100 0 0 0

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (3,400) 0 0(12,900) (6,400) 0

Projects ­ 20MPH920

9200 KTC018 ­ 20 MPH 31,600 882 0 22831,600 0 0 0 0

Overhead Expenditure 31,600 882 0 22831,600 0 0 0 0

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (31,600) (882) 0(31,600) 0 0

Projects ­Cycling & Walking930

9305 KTC011 Kirkbarrow Connections 29,700 7,117 0 3526,000 0 0 0 0

9307 KTC017 ­ Kendal Pump Track 34,180 0 0 02,820 2,820 0 0 0

9309 KTC011 ­ C&W Footpath Impr 20,000 0 0 00 0 0 0 0

9315 DNU C&W LRCP 0 0 0 05,000 0 0 0 0

Overhead Expenditure 83,880 7,117 0 3533,820 2,820 0 0 0

plus Transfer from EMR6000 0 0 0 00 2,820 0 0 0

Continued on next page
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Kendal Town Council18/12/2025

10:26

Page 3

Note: Full Budget Statement

Annual Budget ­ By Centre (Actual YTD Month 9)

24/25 25/26 26/27

Total Actual YTD Projected CommittedBudget Actual Agreed EMR Carried 
Forward

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (83,880) (7,117) 0(33,820) 0 0

Projects ­  Green Spaces Impro940

9400 KTC013 ­ Bowling Fell Project 1,318 205 0 07,000 5,682 0 0 0

9405 DNU  Sepentine Woods Trail 0 0 0 0600 496 0 0 0

9411  Mintsfeet Development 7,500 0 0 07,500 0 0 0 0

Overhead Expenditure 8,818 205 0 015,100 6,178 0 0 0

plus Transfer from EMR6000 0 0 0 00 6,178 0 0 0

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (8,818) (205) 0(15,100) 0 0

Projects ­Public Realm Enhance950

1999 Other Income 0 0 0 00 5,000 0 0 0

Total Income 0 0 0 00 5,000 0 0 0

9506 PR Kendal Yards 3,507 20 0 015,000 11,493 0 0 0

9507 PR Oxenholme Signage 6,514 0 0 06,514 0 0 0 0

9508 PR Aynam Road  Fountain 5,000 0 0 010,000 0 0 0 0

9512 KTC019 PR Easy Travel 50,000 0 0 3,00050,000 0 0 0 0

9513 KTC020 Bus Stop Improvements 20,000 1,240 0 12,1280 0 0 0 0

9514 Natural Kendal 10,000 10,000 0 00 0 0 0 0

9515 KTC004 Water Fountain Refill 5,000 0 0 00 0 0 0 0

Overhead Expenditure 100,021 11,260 0 15,12881,514 11,493 0 0 0

950 Net Income over Expenditure ­100,021 ­11,260 0 ­15,128­81,514 ­6,493 0 0 0

plus Transfer from EMR6000 0 0 0 00 8,993 0 0 0

Continued on next page
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Kendal Town Council18/12/2025

10:26

Page 4

Note: Full Budget Statement

Annual Budget ­ By Centre (Actual YTD Month 9)

24/25 25/26 26/27

Total Actual YTD Projected CommittedBudget Actual Agreed EMR Carried 
Forward

less Transfer to EMR6001 0 0 0 00 2,500 0 0 0

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (100,021) (11,260) 0(81,514) 0 0

Expenditure

Total Budget Income

Net Income over Expenditure

0

271,584

­271,584

0

31,338

­31,338

0

0

0

0

25,048

­25,048

0

207,154

­207,154

5,000

48,713

­43,713

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

plus Transfer from EMR 0 3,085 0 00 30,897 0 0 0

less Transfer to EMR 0 0 0 00 2,500 0 0 0

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (271,584) (28,253) 0(207,154) (15,316) 0
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Kendal Town Council 
 

Agenda Item 9 
 

Footpath Network Overview 
 
Priority Paths  
 
Path Ward  Path Type  Progress status  Budget  W&FC Team/ 

Contact  
Next activity  

Collinfield Lane to 
Vicarage Drive 

Kirkland  PROW 536079 Completed in partnership with W&FC 
May 2024  

Funded by 
KTC 

  

St Thomas’ school 
access 

Strickland   Completed by SLDC in 2023 (funded 
by SLDC) 

£ 6420 spent   

Vicar’s Garth to 
Vicarage Drive 

Kirkland  PROW 536045 Completed – November 2025.  £ 3,700  WAF Countryside 
Access    

 

St Thomas’ school - 
Hallgarth end of path.  

Strickland   Discussed with Active Travel - barriers 
and access control to slow cyclists lead 
to accessibility limitations and would 
not be recommended. Signage and 
awareness about access and 
considerate use are considered the 
best approach. Path is not owned by 
KTC and will be explored as part of 
Active Travel’s Small Scale 
Improvement Project.  

 Active Travel Small Scale 
Improvements 
Study  

Vicarage Drive to 
Echo Barn Hill 

Kirkland  ‘Adventure 
Footpath’  

Permission attained from South Lakes 
Housing.  
 
Update below – committee decision 
required.  
 

Up to £ 15,000  
 

WAF Assets Team.  
South Lakes Housing  
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Path  Ward  Path Type  Progress status  Budget  W&FC Team / 
Contact  

Next activity  

Riverside 
Connectivity South –  
 
Wattsfield to Scroggs 
Wood 

Stonecross  FP 536065  Surfacing works expected to be 
complete by end of December 2025. 
 
WAF Officers will apply for additional 
funding to continue with path works 
(clearance, surfacing, planting, 
reinforcement, access etc) - Q2 2025.  

£ 25,000  Countryside Access  
 
Helen Brown 

Completion of 
surfacing works.  

Riverside 
Connectivity North 

Minstfeet  Dockray Bridge 
to Shap Road  

Detailed design phase being prepared 
by W&FC Active Travel team to go to 
quote January 2026.  

 Active Travel  
 

Updates provided 
by W&FC. Next 
meeting 
scheduled Feb.  Dockray Bridge 

to UU path  
Work to be completed in January 2026, 
led by W&FC Countryside Access.   

 Countryside Access  

Dockray Bridge 
South to Skate 
Park  

Wall survey completed.  
Still awaiting feedback from Network 
Rail. Issue being escalated through 
W&FC Leader.  

 Countryside Access  
 

Vicarage Park  
 
(Michaelson Road - 
Stainbank Road – 
Collin Lane) 

Kirkland  Former SLDC 
Land  
 
WAF Ownership  

Flooding and water issues through 
park area.  
 
KTC funded Michaelson Road to 
Stainbank Road footpath 
improvements in December 2025.  
CIL Request to Management 
Committee in January regarding 
contribution funding for additional work.  

 Active Travel, Parks 
and Open Spaces, 
Flood Team, 
Countryside Access 
 

Decision on KTC 
CIL allocation 
from 
Management.  

Sparrowmire Lane to 
Empson Road path  
 

Strickland  PROW 536077  Surveyed by WAF council Countryside 
Access team, no obstructions or 
particular issues found. Feedback that 
it is difficult to know what 
improvements could be made and 
what use this path would be put to 
other than dog walking (which it is 
already suitable for).  

 Countryside Access Councillor 
Archibald action 
from Footpath 
Meeting to feed 
back to the 
Residents’ group.  
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Path  Ward  Path Type  Progress status  Budget  W&FC Team / 
Contact  

Next activity  

Aikrigg Avenue to 
Lakes Lane Railway  
 

Strickland  PROW 536016 From Aikrigg Avenue end near 
Burneside Road. It is very un-even and 
rough and drainage is very poor, 
waterlogged and muddy. Additional 
safety concerns of this path.  
 
W&FC Active Travel including path in 
route assessment to confirm suitability 
for improvements.  
 
W&FC Countryside Access team to 
add tarmacking this path to potential 
improvement projects for 2026/2027  

 Active Travel 
Countryside Access 

Updates provided 
by W&FC. Next 
meeting 
scheduled Feb.   

 

Vicarage Drive to Echo Barn Hill – ‘Adventure’ Footpath  

We have received updated quotes to complete the footpath improvement works for the ‘Adventure Footpath’ - Vicarage Drive to Echo Barn Hill.  

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Example of surface and 
narrowing of path  
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The footpath is on the priority list and is considered a key connectivity route due to its proximity to the local primary schools, college and 
connection between estates. At Vicarage Drive, the footpath runs through the area of land owned by Kendal Town Council.  

Proposed works include:  

- clearing and resurfacing the full length of the existing footpath (aggregate surface only, not tarmac)  
- increasing width to minimum standard  
- removing deteriorating timber edgings  

It is proposed that the works would be funded by Kendal Town Council and managed by Westmorland and Furness Council’s Assets and 
Estates team.  

Based on the quotes received, the works could be completed within a budget of £ 15,000.  

To note – the required funding could come from an existing budget allocation, however, it exceeds the maximum approval amount delegated to 
a Committee as per the financial regulations. If the Committee would like to proceed as proposed, notification of spend would be provided to 
Full Council on 2 February 2026.  

Committee Decision:  

1. To approve the spend of up to £ 15,000 from the Kirkbarrow Connections budget, to deliver the proposed improvements to the footpath 
from Vicarage Drive to Echo Barn Hill (subject to notification at Full Council in February 2026).  

 

Future Footpath Works and budget  

To enable future small scale footpath improvements work:  

The committee is asked to approve limited expenditure of up to £ 3,000 for footpath improvement works, for any footpath on the priority paths 
list defined above.  

This is to enable smaller scale works to proceed without additional or individual agenda item meetings.  

 

 

 

Environment Committee 12 January 2026 Page 25 of 35



Background   

Kendal Town Council are allocating funds to improve the Footpath Network across Kendal.  

Our ambitions are to improve connectivity and routes to school, as well as encourage the modal shift away from using cars for local journeys. 

Activity to date:  

- 2022 - Footpath Audit: mapping and photographs of footpaths in Kendal estates (August / September)

 ‘Kirkbarrow Connections’ – Kirkbarrow (and schools – Vicarage Park & Dean Gibson)
 Collinfield
 Hallgarth
 Heron Hill
 Rinkfield
 Kendal Parks
 Sandylands
 Strickland

- 2023 - 6 Priority Paths agreed following the footpath audit – using prioritisation criteria:
 School proximity
 Biodiversity potential
 Requirement for accessibility intervention
 Scale of intervention
 Councillor request

- 2024 – 2 paths completed, 2 paths added to the priority list.

Process for footpaths 

Our preferred solution is to partner with WAF, with KTC providing the funds and WAF using their contractors and schedule to complete the 
work. This requires:  

- Confirmation of land ownership.
- Engagement of WAF Officers.
- Explanation and agreement of the required work - providing visuals, conducting a site visit as required.
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- Gathering preliminary quotes, if required (to be sent on to WAF for procurement and contracting)
- Scheduling work with WAF based on availability – suggestions can be made based on optimal times of year etc.
- Arrangement of funds from KTC to WAF.
- Updates on the work and progress – regular meetings with WAF where possible
- Following completions – photography and publicity.

Identification of Footpath / Responsible team at WAF: 

Type of path Explanation Land Owner Team Contact 

Public Rights of Way (PROW) Unsurfaced footpaths 
designated as PROW  Westmorland and Furness Countryside Access Team 

Helen Brown  

Hazel Wainright 

Unsurfaced footpaths Non-PROW Westmorland and Furness Assets Team Matt Messenger 

Surfaced Footpaths Westmorland and Furness Highways Helen Karaaslan 

Privately Owned Individual Owners 

Unregistered 

Additional stakeholders: Active Travel (WAF), Community Development (WAF) + path specific stakeholders i.e. United Utilities. 
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Budget  

 Total Budget (£)  Available Budget (£) Source   Comments 

‘Kirkbarrow 
Connections’  31,700 28,000  CIL Allocation + Cllr Contributions  

Cllr contributions funded Vicarage Drive to 
Vicars Garth.  
 
Additional path under budget: Vicarage 
Drive to Echo Barn Hill  

Riverside connectivity 
South 25,000  0 United Utilities Contribution   

Footpath Renovation 50,000  50,000 CIL Allocation 2024 / 2025 No budget spent or allocated.  

Footpath Design – 
Mintsfeet 15,000  15,000 CIL Allocation 2024 / 2025 No budget spent or allocated. 

Footpath 
Improvements  20,000  17,500 CIL Allocation 2025 / 2026 Spent used for Vicarage Park - Michaelson 

to Stainbank footpath improvements.  

Total Budget  £ 141,700 

Total Available  £ 110,500  

 

Reporting requirement:  

- The Environment Committee have a standing agenda item on Footpaths as of March 2025.  
- Ward Councillors should also be included in any planned works or issues.  
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Kendal Town Council 
 
Agenda Report 
 
Committee:  Environment Meeting Date: 12th January 2026 
From: Project Officer Agenda No: 10 

Description:   Project KTC016 - Heron Hill Lighting 
 

Background:  

The footpath running from The Beck Centre, through the woodland and across Natland Beck 
towards Valley Drive, is currently only partially lit. This route goes through a park which is the 
most significant parkland in this part of Kendal, with no lighting, signage and indeed, no 
name.   

Although the park was never formally created, rather left undeveloped, it has been enhanced 
over the years, with tree planting and the creation of a community orchard, seating and litter 
bins. Hence it has developed into a well-used green corridor for walkers, dog owners and 
children heading to the nearby play area, and residents seeking a rural shortcut through an 
otherwise urban landscape. During daylight hours, it provides an important off-road 
connection between Heron Hill and the Parks area.  

The unlit section of the footpath is set amongst trees and is very dark at night. This deters 
use of the path and is a potential safety risk.  To encourage greater use of the footpath, 
improve the sense of safety, and help deter anti-social behaviour, it is proposed that a full 
lighting scheme be installed along the route. Kendal Town Council has invested relatively 
little in the Heron Hill area in recent years, and this project represents a meaningful 
opportunity to deliver a noticeable benefit for local residents. 

The idea of lighting the footpath from The Beck Centre to Valley Drive was initially raised by 
residents 2018 and was, and still is, fully supported by Ward Councillors Jonathan Brook and 
Doug Rathbone. 
 
The planned proposal: 
 
The proposal is for KTC to consider funding a lighting project to be carried out by W&F 
Council, where the infrastructure will be owned and maintained by W&F Council going 
forward as the lighting authority.  
 
The project would:  
 

• Provide adequate lighting for the footpath, without being a nuisance to nearby 
neighbours 

• Provide better lighting for the full length of the footpath, so users feel safer to use the 
route after dark (currently there is a small section lit from Valley Drive). 

• Comply with Dark Skies policies and wider Kendal lighting initiatives 
• Reduce negative effects on flora and fauna 
• Reduce costs of the scheme and minimise additional carbon emissions. 
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The proposed scheme includes careful placement of columns to reduce lighting to 
neighbours and aquatic and other wildlife, column height of 4m with directional lighting, 
locating columns away from boundaries to maintain security and utilising the columns and 
supply for the existing 4 working lights. 

The lighting specification would be designed to deliver on all of the above: 

• 5:5 Lux (to go off and on at the same light ambience for a reduced period) 
• 2,200K colour temperature this warm, golden-yellow hue similar to candlelight and 

has minimal blue light emissions. This complies with Dark Skies, KTC’s Biodiversity 
Policy and in alignment with recommendations arising from the Climate Change 
Citizens’ Jury.  

• The lights would not dim or increase as people walked along the path at night, as this 
may cause more noticeable effect for neighbours than a constant low-level light.  

• As is standard for W&FC footway lighting, the lights will dim by 50% from 9pm until 
6am. This is undetectable with the human eye, saves energy & carbon, increases the 
life-span of the LED lights and the lesser output further mitigates the impact of 
artificial lighting on wildlife. 

A tree work specification would be prepared following confirmation of column locations. The 
required works are not anticipated to be extensive or costly, and it was considered likely that 
they would be undertaken by W&F Council by the Tree Officer.  

The scheme has been designed in collaboration between Kendal Town Council, 
Westmorland and Furness Council and Friends of the Lake District. A copy of the plan is 
included.  

The quotations the deliver the proposed scheme are £ 33,000.  

Timeline 
 
If funding is approved, W&F Council have confirmed the works could take place during 2026.   

There would need to be a Private Works Agreement, and the start date of the works may be 
subject to delays as W&F Council are experiencing 12-week delivery periods for some 
materials.  However, if they receive confirmation in April, they are confident it could be 
completed in the summer months.  

Community engagement 

It is recognised that communication is needed and opinions considered from local residents 
and the community.  It was felt this could not be done prior to approval of funds.  However, 
should the funding be approved, this will be completed including a drop-in session at The 
Beck Centre with local ward councillors. 

Committee Decision: 

Committee is asked to consider a CIL request to the Management Committee for £33,000 to 
fund the Heron Hill Lighting Project based on the above proposal.  
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Kendal Town Council 

Agenda Report 

Committee:  Environment Meeting Date: 12 January 2026 
From: Development and Delivery 
Manager 

Agenda No: 11 

Description:  Community Noticeboards 

Background: 

An issue has been raised with the Council regarding the state and provision of community 
noticeboards in Kendal. Generally, noticeboards are considered useful for community 
engagement and cohesion. They offer useful advertising space for organisations and an 
opportunity for the Council to distribute information.  

Kendal Town Council currently own one noticeboard, on Helmside road in Oxenholme. This 
was recently refurbished and access provided to the resident’s association. Several other 
noticeboards in Kendal are not currently owned, meaning that they are no longer accessible 
or in need of maintenance. 

It is proposed that Kendal Town Council begin a project to revitalise, adopt and install 
community noticeboards and maintain them as a valuable community resource moving 
forward. It would begin with an audit of current provisions.  

Bolefoot Playpark Noticeboard 

A particular issue has been identified with the noticeboard outside Bolefoot play park in 
Oxenholme. It is currently unusable and is in an extremely poor state. The noticeboard is not 
currently owned by Kendal Town Council. Officers have been unable to determine ownership 
and placed a 30-day notice in December to which there has been no claim or information.  
Due to the current state of the board, it is proposed that it is adopted by Kendal Town 
Council and replaced so that it can be utilised by the community. 
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Committee Decision: 
 
The committee is asked to consider:  

1. Adoption of the noticeboard outside the play park in Bolefoot, Oxenholme.  
a. If approved – replacement of the noticeboard funded from the new 

infrastructure budget.  
2. A project for community noticeboards to be scoped and brought to the next meeting 

of the committee (no. of boards, requirements, maintenance, associated costs).   
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Kendal Town Council 

Agenda Report 

Committee:  Environment Meeting Date: 12 January 2026 
From: Cllr Craig Russell, Chair of Natural 
Kendal 

Agenda No: 12 

Description: Natural Kendal Report to January 2026 

Natural Kendal Report for Kendal Town Council January 2026 
The Kendal Nature Recovery Conference on 18th May 2024 invited partner organisations to coordinate our 
contributions to nature recovery in Kendal and set the priorities for Natural Kendal as part of the Cumbria 
Local Nature Recovery Strategy.  

Following the Conference, over this last year: 

• Partnerships have been developed with around 20 different organisations working towards
collaborative on nature recovery in Kendal; 

• 270 individuals and groups have signed up to the Natural Kendal mailings;
• Natural Kendal became part of Kendal Farmers Market in January 2025 and run over 20 market

stalls with the Farmers Market and at other events; 
• 6 locality based projects have been initiated, including Blind Beck Wildlife Corridor, Prickly Fell,

Cunswick and Scout Scar Wildlife Protection, Vicarage Park Wildlife Corridor, Kendal College 
Milnthorpe Campus and the Kendal River Corridor. These have so far included: basic mapping of 
the sites, educational walks, negotiations with site owners and assessments of risks and 
opportunities for nature on each of the sites; 

• Contributions have been made to the Local Plan and the Design Code of Westmorland and
Furness Council; 

• Kendal’s first Nature Recovery Festival was organised 19-20th July 2025 which attracted 1,156
people to talks, discussions and 15 partner stalls, an outdoor street party, and educational walks; 

• A Wildlife Photography Competition and Exhibition for local photographers was run and a
calendar of local wildlife has been produced; 

• 3 Art and Nature programmes were run with Sandgate and Vicarage Park Schools;
• A series of schools assembles on care for nature and damage from littering were presented at

Dean Gibson, Stramongate, Vicarage Park and St Marks Schools. 
• An exhibition of the School’s Art and Nature programme was presented at the Westmorland

County Show; 
• Natural Kendal was part of Kendal Torchlight;
• The Kendal Great Big Green Week was coordinated and publicised by Natural Kendal;
•  The Act Now Change Forever Lobby of Parliament for the Westmorland and Furness

Constituency was organised by Natural Kendal. 
• The Natural Kendal Website has been set up;
• Social media campaigns have ben run by Natural Kendal throughout the year;
• 30 Birdboxes have been made for Kendal Town Council Allotments
• Initial work has been undertaken for a baseline mapping of the Kendal’s habitats; and,
• A Nature Recover Education Programme is being put together.

Natural Kendal’s activities for 2025 cost £33,000 (approximately). W&F provided a grant of £4575. 

Kendal Town Council has allocated £12,500 to Natural Kendal from their 2025-26 budget, this has 
contributed towards: 

Kendal Nature Recovery Festival £2,500  
Schools Programme, Westmorland County Show and Torchlight Entry £2,000 
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Website £2,200 
Birdboxes £300 
Leaflets and Publicity £500 
First stage of Baseline Mapping Project £5,000 
TOTAL £12,500 

 

 

NATURAL KENDAL PRIORITY PROGRAMMES FOR 2026-27 

1. Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Cumbria and How Kendal can Support it. 
Assess with Westmorland and Furness and Kendal Town Council Officers how best Natural Kendal 
can sustain a contribution to the Cumbria Local Nature Recovery Strategy. 

2. Natural Kendal Adult Education Programme 

To run an Adult Education Programme to engage local people in contemporary thinking on practical 
ideas and action for nature recovery. 

3. Natural Kendal School Programme 

From April 2026 to March 2027 run a School’s Programme with local schools to engage pupils and 
parents in creative activities to promote local nature recovery.    

4. Community Engagement - Farmers Market, Nature Recovery Festival and Social Media. 

To engage local people in the programmes of action that Natural Kendal and it partner organisations 
are running to assist nature recovery 

5. Mapping Kendal’s Open Spaces for People and Nature (MOSPAN)  
This project would be a key step towards an emerging green infrastructure strategy for Kendal and 
will lead to a series of community led projects for nature recovery. The second stage will be focused 
on the completion of the field mapping process and the engagement of community groups on 
habitat improvement. 

Propose that funds from Kendal Town Council 2026-27 to be allocated: 

Natural Kendal School Programme £4,000 
Nature Recovery Festival (Application to be made to Culture and 
Communities Committee) 

£2,500 

Mapping Kendal’s Open Spaces for People and Nature (MOSPAN) Stage 
2 

£5,000 

General Marketing of Natural Kendal Programmes £1,000 
TOTAL £12,500 

 

Craig Russell 

Chair Natural Kendal 31st December 2025 
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