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Minutes of a meeting of the Environment Committee held on Monday, 8 September 
2025, at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal. 
 
Cllr G Archibald (Vice-Chair) Present (Chair)  Cllr S Blunden Present 
Cllr D Brown Present  Cllr J Cornthwaite Present 
Cllr E Hennessy (Chair) Apologies Cllr S Long Present 
Cllr C Russell Present  Cllr K Simpson Present  
One Vacancy  

 
In attendance: Natalia Williams (Development and Delivery Manager (Deputy Clerk)), 
Becca Hewitson (Projects Officer) and Simon Unsworth (Events and Civic Officer). 
 
Also present: Terry Parr, on behalf of Natural Kendal.  
 
E29/2025 Apologies 
 
Resolved: To receive and accept apologies for absence from Cllr Hennessy. 
 
E30/2025 Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Russell declared an interest in agenda item 13 (Natural Kendal), minutes nos. E33/2025 
and E41/2025 respectively below, by virtue of the fact that he was Chair of Natural Kendal. 
Cllr Archibald declared an interest in agenda item 12 (biodiversity grants) for the application 
made by Friends of Nobles Rest, minutes no E41/2025 below by virtue of the fact that he 
was a member of Friends of Nobles Rest. 
 
E31/2025 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960) 
 
There were no excluded items on the agenda. 
 
E32/2025 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
Resolved: To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 14 July 2025 
and to authorise the Chair to sign them as true record.  
 
The Chair brought forward agenda item 13 – Natural Kendal due to the attendance of Terry 
Parr.  
 
E33/2025  Natural Kendal 
 
Terry Parr gave a short presentation on the strategic mapping exercise that will be carried 
out by Natural Kendal. The exercise will map open spaces, identifying existing biodiversity 
and to consider potential for improving biodiversity in those areas. It will focus on urban and 
suburban areas in Kendal and develop a classification for type of land, biodiversity features 
etc.  
 



 

 

It was discussed that the project is an opportunity to inspire people and generate interest in 
biodiversity in the area. It was encouraged that the output be made available to all. It was 
also suggested that the results could be used to support Kendal Town Council’s Planning 
Committee, in considering the impacts of planning proposals and new developments.  
 
It was emphasised that the project needs to be connected to other key projects and 
activities, such as the Local Nature Recovery Strategy, the Penrith to Kendal Arc, and 
Kendal Futures spatial planning. The committee were reassured that connections had been 
established between key partners to ensure this is captured.  
 
There were further queries about tree planting and ambitions from the EA of tree planting 
quotas per resident as part of the flood defence work.   
 
Resolved: Cllr Long to inform Kendal Futures about the Natural Kendal Mapping Exercise. 
 
Resolved: Town Clerk to follow up with EA about tree-planting ambitions (per resident 
quotas). 
 
E34/2025 Project Activity Report and Overview 
 
The Committee was presented with the Project Activity and Overview Report which provided 
an update on ongoing projects.  
 
Discussions took place regarding the following projects:  
 
20 MPH – following the informal consultation, Westmorland and Furness officers will make 
recommendations on whether to progress to scheme to the South Lakeland Locality Board 
on the 16th October.  
 
Explore Kendal – following an assessment of metalwork, it was reported that higher costs 
were anticipated to improve the 17 existing signs. Committee were asked to confirm that the 
allocated funding should focus on the 17 existing signs and that the additional signs for 
Oxenholme station should be considered once this had been completed.   
 
Bus Shelters – it was reported that the Kendal Town Council bus shelters had been cleaned 
as part of the basic maintenance work. Regarding improvements, the bus shelters had been 
audited for lighting and 3 shelters had been identified as requiring lighting. Councillors were 
asked to consider purchasing one solar light as a test for the technology.  It was 
recommended that officers discuss the lighting with the ward councillors as well as the 
police.  
 
Mintsfeet Sports and Nature Hub - The first meeting of the Mintsfeet Sports and Nature Hub 
Working Group had taken place. This was attended by Westmorland and Furness members 
and officers. Terms of Reference and Chair had been agreed. The scope of project had 
been widened to ensure it included connectivity and the nature area.   
 
Resolved: To continue with the Explore Kendal project, focussing on completing 
improvements for the 17 existing signs before considering 2 additional signs for Oxenholme.  
 
Resolved: To approve the purchase of 1 x solar lamp for Castle Walk or Castle Stores bus 
stop, subject to agreement from the ward councillors.  
 
Resolved: That the Chair of the Mintsfeet Sports and Nature Hub Working Group report on 
progress to the Environment Committee in three months.  
 



 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 
 
E35/2025 Project Close Out Reports 
 
This is a standing agenda item. There were no proposals for close out to consider at this 
meeting.  
 
E36/2025 Environment Budget 2025/26 
 
The Committee considered a report on the Environment Budget 2025/26 as at 1 September 
2025.   
 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
E37/2025 Footpaths 
 
Kendal Town Council has allocated funds to improve the Footpath Network across Kendal.  
Its ambitions are to improve connectivity and routes to school, as well as to encourage the 
modal shift away from using cars for local journeys.  
 
The Committee considered the standing report on the footpath network priority list.  There 
was a discussion regarding the Riverside North path and the need to confirm the Kendal 
Town Council funding allocation with Westmorland and Furness Officers.   
 
There were also questions regarding the path at Michaelson Road to Stainbank Green. 
There was an acknowledgement of the work being done by ward councillors to understand 
the issues relating to footpaths, particularly in terms of new housing developments, flood 
awareness and nature recovery. Councillors were encouraged to ‘walk through’ the area to 
understand the impacts and to also monitor paths in their own wards to feed back to the 
Environment Committee.  
 
Resolved: To form a subgroup of Cllrs Archibald, Cornthwaite, Long and Russell to discuss 
the prioritisation and pipeline of footpaths, and the full footpath audit.  
 
Resolved: For Cllr Archibald to arrange a meeting for the subgroup with John Murray 
(Cabinet Holder in W&F), to discuss the footpath report and to coordinate priorities.  
 
Resolved: For Cllr Cornthwaite to write to W&F officers regarding the allocation of funding 
for the Riverside North path, with John Murray in copy.   
 
Resolved: For Cllr Archibald to write to W&F Officers regarding the issues at Michaelson 
Road to Stainbank Green.   
 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
E38/2025 Oxenholme Signage 
 
The Committee was asked to consider a report outlining a project scope for the Oxenholme 
Station project. Four recommendations were made for the project deliverables. The intention 
is to create a more effective, accurate projection of Kendal when people alight or pass 
through Oxenholme station and to highlight what Kendal has to offer. 



 

 

 
A question was raised about Kendal College’s involvement in the new signage at 
Oxenholme station. The Projects Officer confirmed that the existing artwork will be offered 
back to the college and that the college are providing photographs for the new platform 
artwork. Penrith station was highlighted as an example of best practice for creating a 
welcoming and friendly atmosphere.  
 
Resolved: To proceed with the Oxenholme Station project as outlined in the report.  
 
E39/2025 Kendal Citizen’s Climate Jury 
 
The Committee was asked to consider a report regarding progress made against the 
recommendations of the Kendal Citizen’s Climate Jury. It was queried whether a working 
group was required to carry out a more detailed review of the report.  
 
It was also raised that the recommendations should be considered alongside the new 
Cumbria Citizen’s Climate Assembly recommendations. 
 
It was discussed that an informal, smaller group could complete the detailed review of the 
report and could recommend if a more formal subgroup is required for any ongoing actions.  
 
Resolved: Cllrs Blunden, Russell and Simpson to review the progress report and to report 
back to the committee.  Cllr Blunden to convene the meeting.  
 
 
E40/2025 Speed Indicator Devices 
 
The Committee was asked to consider a report on Speed Indicator Devices. The report 
outlined the process for requesting new speed indicator devices.  
 
An update was provided that the Kendal Town Council speed radar gun has been sent off to 
be re-calibrated. Officers are also looking into the community speed watch regarding use of 
the speed radar gun once returned. 
 
The speed indicator on Milnthorpe Road was discussed. The batteries are nearing end of life 
and were being replaced. The Committee was asked to consider whether they would like to 
upgrade the device to also capture speed data from the passing vehicles.  
 
Additional areas of concern were raised, including Windermere, Shap Road, Appleby Road 
and Brigsteer Road. There was a discussion regarding how to survey ward councillors for 
speed indicator device location requests.  A particular concern was raised regarding the 
increase of traffic on Shap Road due to the M6 diversions.  
 
Resolved:  To upgrade the Speed Indicator Device on Milnthorpe Road to capture speed 
data.  
 
Resolved: For the Town Clerk to arrange a briefing for KTC councillors on the M6 road 
closures and diversions.  
 
Resolved: To discuss with the Town Clerk surveying Councillors for speed indicator device 
locations.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

E41/2025 Biodiversity Grant Applications 
 
The committee considered biodiversity grant applications from Castle Park School and 
Friends of Nobles Rest.  
 
Resolved: To award Castle Park School a biodiversity grant of £500 
 
Resolved: To award Friends of Nobles Rest a biodiversity grant of £1,000 
 
Note: Cllr Archibald passed the Chair to Councillor Russell for consideration and vote of the 
Friends of Nobles Rest grant, as he declared an interest in this item as a member Friends of 
Nobles Rest. 
 
E42/2025 Natural Kendal 
 
Cllr Russell declared an interest in agenda item 13 (Natural Kendal), minutes nos. E33/2025 and 
E41/2025 respectively, by virtue of the fact that he was Chair of Natural Kendal. 
 
Cllr Russell provided an additional update regarding the work being carried out by Natural Kendal. 
They had organised and completed activities through ‘Big Green Week’, had lobbied for ‘Act Now 
Change Forever’ and had delivered the first Nature Recovery Festival.  
 
Cllr Russell clarified that Natural Kendal is creating links with key partners and organisations, 
but also suggested that KTC needed a higher profile presence at events such as the recent 
Nature Recovery Festival. 
 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
E43/2025 Items for Press Coverage and the Newsletter 
 
The Committee considered whether any items should be included in the next edition of the 
Council’s newsletter or press releases.  
 
Resolved: To publicise the items discussed at the meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.53pm  


