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Environment and Highways Committee 
 

Monday 8th July at 7.00 pm 
in The Mayor’s Parlour, Town Hall, Kendal 

 
PRESENT Councillors Jonathan Owen (Chair), Eamonn Hennessy (Vice Chair), 

Giles Archibald, Susanne Long, Shirley Evans, Julia Dunlop,  Adam 
Edwards and Chris Rowley 

  
APOLOGIES Councillor J. Cornthwaite  
  
OFFICERS Stacy Hurley (Project Manager) and Rose Tideswell (Temporary 

Council Secretary) 
  
  
164/19/20 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
  
 None. 
  
165/19/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
 Councillors Owen, Long, Archibald and Hennessy declared an interest 

in agenda item 8 Kendal Fell Consultation Process – all are SLDC 
Councillors so took no part in the discussions. 

  
166/19/20 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7th MAY 2019 
  
 The Chairman presented the minutes of the meeting held on 7th May 

2019 which had been approved by full Council on 1st July 2019. 
  
RESOLVED That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7th May 2019 

be accepted as a correct record. 
  
 MATTERS ARISING (Not on Agenda) 
  
167/19/20 Minute 1119/18/19 - Tree Tub Enhancements  

Stacy Hurley updated the Committee that having designed a prototype, 
Kendal College have confirmed they are unable to commit to delivering 
the project. She has been in touch with the joiner who clad the planters 
outside the Town Hall and is obtaining a price for cladding in a similar 
style.  

  
168/19/20 Minute 1122/18/19 – New Bus Shelter at Valley Drive  

Stacy Hurley advised the Committee that Linda Hardy from CCC has 
received the dimensions for the intended bus shelter and has 
forwarded it to the Traffic Team to advise on suitability. If this goes 
ahead the request to KTC is for maintenance only.    
 
Councillor Owen proposed that Committee approves the maintenance 
request should the new bus shelter go ahead. This was seconded by 
Councillor Archibald and carried unanimously. 
 

RESOLVED That KTC maintain the bus shelter should it go ahead.  
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169/19/20 Minute 1123/18/19 – No Smoking Sign In Bus Shelters 
Stacy Hurley advised the Committee that the signs purchased had 
been fixed by the Townscape Manager apart from two on the Castle 
Estate still to be completed.  

  
170/19/20 Minute 1124/18/19 – Greenwall Environmental Impact Research 

from Cllr. Rowley 
Stacy Hurley advised the Committee that she had spoken to the SLDC 
LIP officer and they would hold the funding/grant indefinitely as long as 
progress is being made and they are updated with developments, until 
a final decision on KTC proposals. She reminded the Committee that 
the final decision about the LIP Grant would need to be based on the 
new information supplied, and that it is possible that the money could 
be used for something other than the Green Wall as long as the outputs 
provide similar impact and met the same objective. 
 
Councillor Hennessy requested to see the original LIP application.   
 
Councillor Rowley would like to see stretches of pre grown Ivy planted 
alongside railings with one section of railings chosen as a pilot to test 
its effectiveness in reducing particulates.  Councillor Rowley proposed 
that a request is made to CCC for a pilot in an uncontentious place. 
This was seconded by Councillor Owen and carried unanimously.   

 
RESOLVED 

 
That Stacy consult with CCC for permission to pilot Ivy on railings. 
 
That Stacy circulates the LIP application 
  

171/19/20 Minute 1125/18/19 Asset Plotting Update 
Stacy Hurley provided an update advising the Committee that the maps 
would be imbedded into the KTC website and that she was trialling a 
few ideas. She has also requested a list of benches owned and 
maintained by SLDC to double check for duplication.   
 
Councillor Archibald enquired as to how many of the KTC benches had 
plaques on advising residents that they were donated by KTC. Stacy 
will check with Simon Unsworth. 
 

RESOLVED That Stacy check regarding KTC plaques on assets. 
 

172/19/20 Minute 1126/18/19 – Green Spaces – Nobles Rest 
Stacy Hurley advised the Committee that spiking the grass to break up 
the sub soil is planned for Autumn. 

  
173/19/20 Minute 1130/18/19 – Active Travel 

Stacy Hurley had spoken to Laura Chapman at SLDC for a digital copy 
and was advised that there is no map for public circulation.  Councillors 
asked if the map could be shared by way of a Part II item and circulated 
with a confidential header.  Stacy to investigate.   
 

RESOLVED That Stacy investigate the possibility of obtaining digital copies of the 
cycle maps by way of Part II item.  
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174/19/20 Minute 1131/18/19 – Items for Newsletter 

Stacy Hurley informed the Committee that the newsletter had gone to 
print with circulation from 22nd July.  

  
175/19/20 Minute 1132/18/19 – Signage improvements 

Stacy Hurley informed the Committee that there was no additional 
signage funding allocated, other than that listed in the budget outline. 

  
176/19/20 Minute 1132/18/19 – Somervell Garden Maintenance 

Stacy Hurley advised the committee that Somervell Garden is a small 
open space on the Riverside which had a project completed 11 years 
ago. It has a small annual maintenance budget of £500 which is usually 
ample, however, every few years additional funds are required for the 
maintenance of the surrounding trees when they are pruned.  

  
177/19/20 PRESENTATION BY PAUL HOLDSWORTH – 20’S PLENTY  

 
Paul Holdsworth gave a presentation about the 20’s Plenty campaign 
which has been running for several years.  He referred back to the KTC 
review in 2015 when local opinion was sought.  The consultation forms 
returned were 60% in favour and this gave rise to consideration of a 20 
speed limit across all residential areas but not the main roads. Across 
the country there are wide areas of 20 mph zones.  There are ten 
residential areas in Cumbria which have adopted 20mph zones but only 
Dent covers a wide area rather than individual residential roads. There 
is a National Campaign co-ordinator and the group would like to move 
forward to adopt 20 mph across wide areas rather than small residential 
zones. Adoption of a County coordinator is being encouraged 
nationally. There is a raft of benefits to 20 mph with a modest downside 
of increased travel time.  The cost of implementing the scheme in other 
counties has been 150K to 250K for a town. Paul is hoping C.C.C. will 
develop a 20 mph wide policy and is seeking confirmation on what their 
current aims are The Chair thanked Paul Holdsworth for the 
presentation and discussions ensued. 
 
Councillor Archibald commented that the 2015 survey divided local 
opinion, the result was not overwhelming and the question not 
answered was should the 20 mph be restricted to residential estate or 
all roads.  C.C.C. are willing to progress on certain roads eg. 
Gillinggate/Captain French Lane. Councillor Evans stated that the next 
C.C.C. Highways and Transport Local Committee meeting is on the 2nd 
September and suggested Paul may like to contact Karen Johnson for 
an invite.  
 
Councillor Evans advised the Committee that Councillor C. Hogg is 
very knowledgeable on the issues of 20’s Plenty and that perhaps his 
experience could be used as a case study. Councillor Owen informed 
that KTC does have a speed gun that they lend out to residents that 
have received training from the Police.  
 
Summing up, Councillor Archibald reiterated KTC was supportive of the 
20’s Plenty campaign and asked Stacy to find out if there is any 
allocation of funding still available.  
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RESOLVED That Stacy find out if funding previously allocated is still available for 
20’s Plenty. 

  
The Chair proposed that the agenda item on Active Travel be moved 
up the agenda so that Mr Holdsworth could stay for this item. This was 
approved unanimously. 
 

178/19/20 ACTIVE TRAVEL  
  
 Cllr Rowley confirmed that a subgroup was being established to 

consider active travel in more detail. It would be a constituted group, 
feeding into the E&H Committee with informal meetings to begin with.   
 
Councillor Long advised that the Environment Agency wants to hear 
about Kendal’s aspirations for cycle routes and encouraged the 
subgroup to join together with other groups to cross push their shared 
objectives.  

  
179/19/20 ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE 
  
 The Terms of Reference were reviewed. 

 
Councillor Archibald proposed that the Terms of Reference be 
accepted. This was seconded by Councillor Evans and carried 
unanimously.  
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the Terms of Reference be approved with no amendments. 

180/19/20 PEACE GARDEN INTERPRETATION BOARD 
  
 Councillors Blackman and Coleman have made a request for an 

interpretation board to detail the significance of and the symbolism 
used at the Peace Garden in Abbot Hall. Stacy had costed up two 
design options for discussion purposes.  
 
Councillor Owen proposed waiting until Autumn to see what budget 
remained following the Kendal Castle and Woolpack signage projects.  
If funding is available discussions would involve Cllr Blackman and 
Coleman, with liaison with Tom Clare who was instrumental in the 
Garden’s conception. Stacy will report any underspend on signage 
projects at the September meeting. 

  
RESOLVED That the item be reviewed again at a meeting in the autumn  
  
181/19/20 KENDAL FELL CONSULTATION PROCESS 
  
 Councillors Owen, Long, Archibald & Hennessy are all SLDC 

Councillors so took no part in the discussions.  
 
Kendal Fell is a registered Town Green, owned by S.L.D.C. It is 
maintained for the environmental and amenity benefits it provides to 
the public, including its use as golf course.  A seven-week consultation 
launched on the 11th June addresses concerns raised in recent years 
about the change in the Fell’s habitats and features.  The Committee 
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noted the report and agreed to respond as individuals given that half 
the Councillors present had declared an interest.  

  
182/19/20 LOW FELLSIDE HANDRAILS 
  
 Stacy advised the Committee that permission had been sought from 

LSH for the installation of a handrail adjacent to The Slack and that she 
is awaiting a memorandum agreement from CCC for installation of the 
proposed handrail alongside Pennington Hall.   

  
183/19/20 WOOLPACK SIGNAGE 
  
 Stacy advised the Committee that signage designs had been drafted to 

complement the signage in Wainwrights Yard and Elephant Yard, as 
well as that in other historic yards across the town centre.  The signs 
are vinyl-coated and anti-graffiti. All businesses in Woolpack Yard will 
have their logo on along with the KTC logo.  An application is being 
submitted to SLDC for advertisement consent and a landlord’s 
agreement will need to be drafted by a solicitor. The Councillors viewed 
the signage design and asked Stacy to inform BID of the progress.    

  
184/19/20 KENDAL CASTLE 
  
 Stacy advised the Committee that she has been in touch with CCC 

Highways and SLDC Green Spaces team.  Ben Davies from CCC has 
agreed in principle to the signage schedule supplied and was checking 
a few of the locations for height restrictions. Stacy advised the project 
was so far coming in within budget.  
 
The Committee discussed access to the Castle via the Ski Club. 
Councillor Evans asked whether the maintenance of the path could be 
considered. Stacy has asked SLDC if this path is being dealt with in the 
upcoming maintenance works planned and has approached a 
contractor for a price to carry out the work if not.  Stacy will provide an 
update at the September meeting 

  
185/19/20 KENDAL SERIES LEAFLET 
  
 Stacy informed Councillors that the leaflets were due for reprint in 

December and shared her proposed plan to incorporate the Culture 
and Welcome leaflet together. Following a conversation with Paula 
Scott at Kendal Futures, Stacy suggested the Kendal Toilet Scheme be 
referred to in the welcome guide but not included in the leaflet.  Stacy 
has already been in contact with BID and will discuss proposed content 
with them and Kendal Futures, as well as approaching Cllr C Hogg for 
his input.   

  
186/19/20 BIODIVERSITY & ECOLOGY 
  
 Councillor Archibald introduced Earth Overshoot Day, the day the 

globe has used up its annual renewable ecosystem services (food, 
water, air, etc).  Globally, the date this year is 1st August however, in 
Britain the date is in May. KTC can increase our understanding of the 
issues and raise visibility of what we are doing to increase the 
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biodiversity in our area (re-wilding the verges, consulting on Kendal 
Fell, pollination projects etc).  
 
Councillor Edwards asked if Kendal in Bloom Committee should be 
considering planting habits. Councillor Rowley confirmed that they are 
already doing so.   
 
Councillor Hennessey suggested that KTC could be the first wildlife 
friendly town. The Blue Campaign in Britain promotes the rewilding of 
our gardens, parks, road verges and school grounds - a blue heart 
symbol made out of recycled materials is put up so the community know 
why the land is not being cultivated.  
 
Councillor Archibald suggested talking to the Allotments Committee. 
Councillor Rowley requested that they do not favour one initiative over 
another and that the approach is strategic. He suggested a similar 
exercise to the asset plotting to include bio diversity record keeping on 
allotments and then a map of all wild areas in Kendal. Councillor Owen 
suggested that they endorse the Blue Campaign to increase its profile 
and include it on the KTC website. Councillor Rowley suggested 
looking at their own estates and reaching out to residents. Following 
further discussions, a public meeting in the Autumn would be a way 
forward.  Councillor Owen suggested somebody from Cumbria Wildlife 
Trust come and talk to the Committee at the next meeting and provided 
Stacy with a contact. 

  
RESOLVED That Stacy contact Cumbria Wildlife Trust to invite them to present to 

the Committee. 
 
That Stacy create a website page for the Blue Campaign to promote 
the initiative. 

  
187/19/20 CARBON NEUTRALITY 
  
 Councillor Owen advised the Committee that following the presentation 

by Peter Bryant to Council regarding a Citizens Jury, £5K has been 
allocated in the KTC Budget for this project. A further £15k would need 
to be raised and a business case has been produced.  
 
The Committee agreed that the sub-group need to approach the private 
sector for investment too. Cllr Archibald requested that the business 
case be added to the minutes of this meeting.  
 

188/19/20 HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT STUDY 
  
 Stacy informed the Committee that the steering and officer groups met 

on the 28th May to discuss the Phase 3 Report which relates to Kendal 
town centre improvements and to update on the progress of the study 
as a whole. Stacy advised that a proforma has been sent to TFN 
(Transport for North) who, if they identify the study as a priority, will 
raise it to Department for Transport to be approved. The target is for 
the development of a Scheme Outline Business Case in 2020 if 
allocated funding from DfT by end of year. Stacy added that a public 
facing summary of phases 1-4 is planned for July and that it is intended 
this will be shared with Councillors a few days before launch.  
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Councillor Rowley reminded the Committee that KTC paid £10K into 
the study and he felt more time had to be given to consulting with 
Councillors prior to the public launch. The question was asked as to 
whether the reports to date could be shared with Councillors. Stacy 
said she would check with CCC. 

 
189/19/20 

 
106 LONGPOOL 

  
 Stacy updated the Committee on progress explaining CCC is in tender 

process for traffic works. Highways plan to start work in Sept for 
completion Dec, with a 3-month public engagement campaign to 
commence mid-August. A brief was being drafted to focus the wish list 
for the 106 enhancements and part of the budget was being used for 
Capita to prepare designs and costs for consideration.   
 
Stacy was asked to flag up with CCC and SLDC that Ward Councillors 
would like to be involved at an appropriate time with regard to 
improvements around the Longpool area.   

  
RESOLVED That Stacy contact CCC and SLDC to advise them that Ward 

Councillors would like to be consulted once initial designs have been 
drafted for improvements in the Longpool area. 

  
190/19/20 BT/OPEN REACH ASSETS 
  
 Stacy reported that she had made some progress on obtaining 

information about the BT and Openreach assets. Openreach has 
confirmed that whilst some of their units may look redundant, they are 
still acting as cable junctions. They do not have a routine maintenance 
plan and will only carry out repairs or removals if there is a health & 
safety risk, not for aesthetical purposes.   
 
Councillor Edwards asked who owns the telephone box on Sandylands 
Road and the engineering depot near C. T. Hayton Ltd as children are 
going into the depot buildings and something needs to done. Stacy 
confirmed that both assets were owned by BT. Regarding the phone 
box, Stacy has formally requested its removal and BT are raising it with 
SLDC for their approval, along with others including Lound Road. 
Regarding the depot, Stacy has obtained a contact email address for 
the site manager that she gave to the Councillors to contact with regard 
to the Health & Safety concerns. She too, has made contact to request 
action. 

  
191/19/20 GREEN SPACES 

 
 Nobles Rest Entrance  

Stacy reported that this is currently with SLDC pre-planning 
consultation team.    
 

 Trim Trail 
Stacy informed the Committee that SLDC legal team have now 
confirmed all the land is SLDC owned. An information leaflet is being 
designed and will be distributed to nearby residential properties. Than 
a 4-week consultation will commence.  
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 Hallgarth Play Area 
Stacy reported that works were near completion and that designs for 
the new gates were in discussion. 
 
Fletcher Park 
Councillor Hennessey informed the Committee that the fencing 
planned was no longer able to go ahead at this time and requested that 
the Committee consider allowing the Friends of Fletcher Park to utilise 
the £2k allocated for other planned works in the park, including £500 
for the carving of a bench from a felled tree.  Councillor Owen proposed 
that this money remain ring fenced for Fletcher Park improvements. 
This was seconded by Councillor Dunlop and passed unanimously.  

  
RECOMMENDATION That Friends of Fletcher Park be permitted to use the £2k allocated for 

fencing for other works in the park. 
 

 Abbot Hall 
 Stacy reported that the playground works had a delayed start so 

completion is now due mid-August.  SLDC did consult with the Friends 
of Abbot Hall about the delayed start, and they chose to continue as 
planned rather than postpone until after the summer. 
 

192/19/20 AUTUMN/WINTER NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
 

 
 
 
 

There were several suggestions for the Autumn/Winter newsletter. 
Councillor Archibald - Bio Diversity; Councillor Rowley - update on the 
flood defence works and Councillor Owen - Gooseholme bridge. 

193/19/20 REVIEW OF SPEND AGAINST BUDGET 2019/20 
  
 The review was noted. Stacy highlighted that there is a £1063 

underspend on the Blackhall Road Bus Shelters project. There was a 
proposal by Councillor Dunlop to spend this on the test pilot for the Ivy 
on railings discussed earlier and a location close to the bus station was 
discussed. This was seconded by Councillor Edwards and carried 
unanimously. 

  
RESOLVED That the underspend on the Blackhall Road Bus Shelters project be 

used to fund the proposed Ivy on railings project. 
  
194/19/20 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
  
 Environment Agency Tree Felling 

Councillor Archibald stated that when the Environment Agency fell the 
trees for the flood defences, the wood, trunks etc. would be available 
for sculptures, benches, stumpery and chippings.  After the 
Environment Agency have finalised the plans and employed somebody 
to complete the felling it is important that local Town Councillors get an 
opportunity to have a say on what happens to the timber.   
   
More Regular Meetings 
Councillor Edwards suggested that there should be more regular 
meetings as the agenda is too large for bi-monthly meetings. Stacy was 
asked to consider if she had the capacity. Stacy stated it would be the 
Town Clerk’s decision.   
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CCC Tree Felling 
Councillor Rowley advised the Committee that a tree on the Canal Tow 
Path had been felled and also one on Collin Road.  CCC do not require 
permission to do this but as the felling of trees affects the townscape 
he would like Ward Councillors to be informed and for them to have the 
opportunity to make enhancements as part of the plans. 
 
Banners on Railings Around Town 
Stacy requested that Councillors inform her of any unauthorised 
banners on railings around the town. Any photographs received would 
be forwarded on to CCC for action. 

  
195/19/20 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 
  
 The next meeting will be on Monday 30th September. 
  
  
  
 The meeting closed at 9.55pm. 
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Summary of Information, Resolutions and Recommendations to Council 

 

Min Subject Information/Resolution/Recommendation to 
Council 

168 New Bus Shelter at Valley 
Drive 

RES That KTC maintain the bus shelter 
should it go ahead.  

170 Green Wall – 
Environmental Impact 
Research 

RES That Stacy consult with CCC for 
permission to pilot Ivy on railings. 
 
That Stacy circulates the LIP application 

171 Asset Plotting RES That Stacy check regarding KTC 
plaques on assets. 

173 Active  Travel RES That Stacy investigate the possibility of 
obtaining digital copies of the cycle 
maps by way of Part II item.  

177 20’s Plenty  RES That Stacy find out if funding previously 
allocated is still available for 20’s Plenty. 

179 Terms of Reference RES That the Terms of Reference be 
accepted without amendment. 

180 Peace Garden 
Interpretation Board 

RES That the item be reviewed again at a 
meeting in the autumn 

186 Biodiversity & Ecology RES That Stacy contact Cumbria Wildlife 
Trust to invite them to present to the 
Committee. 
 
That Stacy create a website page for the 
Blue Campaign to promote the initiative. 

189 106 Longpool RES That Stacy contact CCC and SLDC to 
advise them that Ward Councillors 
would like to be consulted once initial 
designs have been drafted for 
improvements in the Longpool area. 

191 Green Spaces REC That Friends of Fletcher Park be 
permitted to use the £2k allocated for 
fencing for other works in the park. 

193 Review of Spend Against 
Budget 

RES That the underspend on the Blackhall 
Road Bus Shelters project be used to 
fund the proposed Ivy on railings project. 
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           July 2019 

Business Case: A Citizen’s Jury in Kendal to explore and action plan for net zero carbon emissions 

This paper is a request for financial support from Kendal Town Council. The town council declared a 

climate emergency at their April 2019 meeting (the motion is included as Appendix A) and, as part of 

the declaration, committed to holding a Citizen’s Jury so that the creation of an associated action 

plan will be ground-up, inclusive and has input from a broadly representative sample of the 

community.  

There is a strong and emerging body of evidence about the power and effectiveness of Citizens’ 

Assemblies (Citizens’ Juries are merely smaller versions of the same process, at a scale more 

appropriate to the size of Kendal). More detail about what they are and what they achieve is given 

on page 4 of this document. 

The smallest of the three tiers of local government, Kendal Town Council has a turnover of £430k 

compared, for example, with the district council’s £48 million. Nevertheless, the town council has 

voted to commit £5,000 this year towards commissioning a Citizen’s Jury, the likely total cost of 

which is £20,000. We are therefore seeking match funding of £15,000 from public, private, 

charitable and individual sources. 

Although this proposed Jury will be recruited from Kendal, we anticipate that the outcomes from it 

will have implications which are wider. The district, the county and other sectors will, through this 

Jury, be able to make a judgement on the likely public support for implementing the measures needs 

to achieve carbon neutrality. 
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Science/policy context  

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) published a report in October 20181 which 

concluded that we have less than 12 years to act to avoid the worst impacts of climate change. Their 

report describes the enormous harm that a 2°C rise in global temperatures is likely to cause 

compared to a 1.5°C rise. It told us that limiting global warming to 1.5°C may still be possible with 

ambitious action from national and sub-national authorities, civil society, the private sector, 

indigenous peoples and local communities. As well as increasing temperatures and more extreme 

weather, human activities are also having a massive impact on nature. The worldwide population of 

mammals, birds, fish and aquatic creatures, amphibians and reptiles have plunged by almost 60 

percent, since 1970. Current rates of species extinction are 100- to 1,000-times higher than the 

‘standard rate’ of extinction2. There are also huge health impacts associated with fossil fuels: for 

example, air pollution causes 40,000 excess deaths every year in the UK and reduces average life 

span globally by 2 years3.  

To reduce the chance of runaway global warming and limit the effects of climate breakdown, it is 

imperative that, as a species, we reduce our CO2eq (carbon equivalent) emissions from their current 

6.5 tonnes per person per year to less than 2 tonnes as soon as possible4. Individuals cannot be 

expected to make this reduction on their own. The good news is there are many social, 

environmental and economic benefits in doing so. 

                                                           
1 www.picc.ch  The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the leading international body for the 
assessment of climate change. Set up by the UN and World Meteorological Society with 195 countries as 
members. 
2 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/30/humanity-wiped-out-animals-since-1970-
majorreport-finds  
3 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/20/air-pollution-cuts-global-average-lifespan-
bynearly-two-years-study  
4 Fossil CO2 & GHG emissions of all world countries, 2017: 
http://edgar.jrc.ec.europa.eu/overview.php?v=CO2andGHG1970-2016&dst=GHGpc  

http://www.picc.ch/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/30/humanity-wiped-out-animals-since-1970-majorreport-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/30/humanity-wiped-out-animals-since-1970-majorreport-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/20/air-pollution-cuts-global-average-lifespan-bynearly-two-years-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/20/air-pollution-cuts-global-average-lifespan-bynearly-two-years-study
http://edgar.jrc.ec.europa.eu/overview.php?v=CO2andGHG1970-2016&dst=GHGpc
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi9uo-biIDjAhVKA2MBHXj-CkIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.commondreams.org%2Fnews%2F2018%2F10%2F08%2Fun-experts-warn-climate-catastrophe-2040-without-rapid-and-unprecedented-global&psig=AOvVaw0MgFYTffwlztWt6VHUW9_z&ust=1561395097609028
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More recently (1st May), the UK government’s independent Committee on Climate Change (CCC) 

recommended the adoption of a new net zero emission goal for 2050 to replace the current target 

of an 80 per cent against 1990 levels. Launching the report, CCC chair Lord Deben said:  

 

“We can all see that the climate is changing, and it needs a serious response. The great news is that 

it is not only possible for the UK to play its full part, but it can be done within the cost envelope that 

Parliament has already accepted.” 

 

 

Business sector reception 

The UK Committee on Climate Change’s net zero by 2050 recommendation has been well-received.  

Indeed, it is difficult to find a cool response. Here’s the press release from the CBI’s Chief Economist: 

 

The CBI has been joined by 120 UK businesses, including BT and Unilever, who collectively wrote to 

Teresa May urging her to push through legislation as soon as possible to make the net zero by 2050 

target legally binding.  

“By being the first major economy to legislate an ambitious, domestically-achieved net-zero target.. 

..the UK can show leadership on a global level while strengthening the UK economy,” reads the 

letter, also signed by the chief executives of retailer John Lewis, insurer Aviva and utility Anglian 

Water. 
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Business sector reception (continued) 

 

Source: https://www.ft.com/content/19a0ba7a-82d0-11e9-b592-5fe435b57a3b  

  

https://www.ft.com/content/19a0ba7a-82d0-11e9-b592-5fe435b57a3b
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Citizens’ Assemblies & Citizens’ Juries 

A Citizen’s Assembly is a fairly large body of citizens that come together to deliberate on an issue of 

local, regional or national importance. Participants are randomly selected to create a ‘mini-public’ 

that is broadly representative of the demographics of the population. 

The participants learn about a topic through a combination of presentations from experts and 

facilitated workshops. This is followed by a dialogue phase that encourages participants to explore 

their own opinions on what they have heard and develop a wider understanding of the opinions of 

others. 

The deliberation phase of the Assembly involves participants coming to some conclusions on what 

they have learnt through the process. Citizen’s Assemblies tend to be quite high profile events. The 

relevant decision makers will often have involvement by dint of being members of an Oversight 

Panel. 

Citizens’ Assemblies typically have 50-250 participants. Citizens’ Juries are composed of the same 

key features, but at a smaller scale. Advised by Peter Bryant of Shared Future - a Kendal-based social 

enterprise seen as leaders in these kind of deliberative democratic processes - we intend to 

commission a Citizen’s Jury composed of 24-30 participants. 
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The notion of the Citizen’s Assembly as a means of making progress on large, possibly thorny, 

contemporary issues has diverse and growing support, from the likes of the RSA, the Electoral 

Reform Society and MPs from across the political spectrum. 

In terms of evidence of their effectiveness, one of the most relevant UK examples is the Citizens’ 

Assemblies that in 2015 looked into English devolution. With ESRC funding, these assemblies were 

run and evaluated by an alliance of university researchers and civil society organisations led by 

Professor Matthew Flinders of the University of Sheffield. Here’s an extract of their final report: 

 

 

Source: Democracy Matters: Lessons from the 2015 citizens’ assemblies on English devolution, Prof. Matthew Flinders et al 
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Outputs, outcomes and impact 

The key tangible output from what we are proposing will be a community-led action plan for the 

achievement of net zero by emissions within Kendal. We expect that the final report will be worked 

up as a high-quality, printed and web-based document delivered to high design standards, and the 

brand/identity of donors/investors will be prominent on this report. 

We also expect coverage from local media outlets such as BBC Radio Cumbria, ITV Border and the 

Westmorland Gazette, and will ensure that donors/investors are name-checked if at all possible in 

any interviews, articles and press releases. Subject to budget, we intend to appoint an independent 

communications team, tasked with maximising media profile and engagement during the process. 

Whilst very much a cross-party (Liberal Democrat, Green Party) initiative, we are also looking to 

include representation of other political parties via the oversight panel, which is a panel of local 

representatives of decision makers.   Each sector (including businesses, education, third sector, 

retail, landowners, media, and others) will have a representative who will feed back to others in 

their sector as well as ensure that the process is rigorous and well reported.     This process is 

intended to ensure that the outcomes of the Jury have the potential to feed into future decisions 

made throughout our community.     In addition, this Citizen’s Jury will help to inform both district 

and county councils in their responses to climate change. 

 

 

 

 

Together, we will be addressing what polling experts YouGov have found within the last month to be 

one of the public’s top three policy concerns - the environment and climate change - and doing so by 

utilising an innovative, effective and participatory approach to working up a set of priorities and an 

action plan which is likely to have both a high profile and significant buy-in, across the community.  
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To touch briefly on co-benefits, which are the multiple – but often forgotten or inadequately 

considered – benefits of climate breakdown mitigation, and include public health, reduced 

healthcare and staff absence costs, productivity and growth in the low-carbon jobs market. The 

Grantham Institute at Imperial College are among the leaders in researching co-benefits. Their 

March 2019 briefing paper is a good primer, is accompanied by an engaging animation, and can be 

found here: 

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/grantham/publications/2019/co-benefits-of-climate-change-mitigation-

in-the-uk-what-issues-are-the-uk-public-concerned-about-and-how-can-action-on-climate-change-

help-to-address-them.php  

To conclude, we are clear that a Citizen’s Jury is intrinsically ‘the right thing to do’ in terms of 

galvanising our community to take action on the issue of climate breakdown.  A range of extrinsic 

benefits will also accrue to those organisations and individuals who are publicly and financially 

supportive.  Specifically there are huge opportunities for local businesses from local clean growth 

which is a possible outcome from widespread understanding and engagement with the implications 

of climate emergency. We look forward to exploring these benefits with you. 

 

Contact details: 

Jon Owen  
(Councillor, Chair of Kendal Town Council’s Environment Committee) 
owenjon@rocketmail.com 
Mobile: 07917 190991 
Twitter: @anotherJon 
 
 
Kendal Town Council ‘Net Zero’ group membership: 
 
Cllr Giles Archibald   Mike Berners-Lee 
Peter Bryant    Cllr Eamonn Hennessey    
Cllr Jon Owen    Cllr Chris Rowley    
Becky Willis    Cllr Guy Tirvengadum

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/grantham/publications/2019/co-benefits-of-climate-change-mitigation-in-the-uk-what-issues-are-the-uk-public-concerned-about-and-how-can-action-on-climate-change-help-to-address-them.php
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/grantham/publications/2019/co-benefits-of-climate-change-mitigation-in-the-uk-what-issues-are-the-uk-public-concerned-about-and-how-can-action-on-climate-change-help-to-address-them.php
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/grantham/publications/2019/co-benefits-of-climate-change-mitigation-in-the-uk-what-issues-are-the-uk-public-concerned-about-and-how-can-action-on-climate-change-help-to-address-them.php
mailto:owenjon@rocketmail.com
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Appendix A:  
Motion to declare a climate emergency, voted through by Kendal Town Council on 1st April 2019 

 

For decision - Kendal Town Council to declare a climate emergency and seek match funding for a 

Citizen’s Jury  

Authors: Cllr Jon Owen, Chair, Environment & Highways Committee (Proposer) and Councillor Chris 

Rowley (Seconder) 

 

Summary  

It is now clear that the world has less than 12 years to switch away from fossil fuels to avoid the 

worst impacts of climate change. Reducing energy use and switching to clean energy will also 

increase energy security, improve air quality, minimise fuel poverty, boost the local economy and 

provide jobs and training. It is proposed that Kendal Town Council declares a climate emergency and 

commits to going carbon neutral by 2030. This will raise the profile of this vital issue, exert influence 

on neighbouring local authorities and other stakeholders and secure external support and funding.  

 

We also seek support for the town council’s ‘Carbon Neutral Kendal’ sub-group to pursue match 

funding* for the commissioning of a Citizen’s Jury. The purpose of the Citizen’s Jury will be to 

provide insights from a group of randomly selected Kendal residents on how to reach net-zero by 

2030.  It will be tasked with informing/contributing to the development of a comprehensive, serious 

and wide ranging action plan which the councils and local communities can deliver. The Jury will 

work at pace, given the urgency of the issue.   This will ensure that both Council and the public 

become fully engaged in the issue, and support the delivery of recommended actions.  An oversight 

group will ensure that the resulting action plan is presented not only to the council and the wider 

public of the area, but also to the other two tiers of local government, with appropriate emergency 

status. 

 

*Kendal Town Council have already voted to allocate £5,000 from their 2019/20 budget in the 

pursuit of carbon neutrality. At this stage we are not requesting more funding from the town 

council’s 2019/20 budget. 

 

Overall science/context  

The International Panel on Climate Change published a new report in October5 which concluded that 

we have less than 12 years to act to avoid the worst impacts of climate change. The report describes 

the enormous harm that a 2°C rise in global temperatures is likely to cause compared to a 1.5°C rise. 

It told us that limiting global warming to 1.5°C may still be possible with ambitious action from 

national and sub-national authorities, civil society, the private sector, indigenous peoples and local 

communities. As well as increasing temperatures and more extreme weather, human activities are 

                                                           
5 www.picc.ch  The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the leading international body for the 
assessment of climate change. Set up by the UN and World Meteorological Society with 195 countries as 
members. 

http://www.picc.ch/
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also having a massive impact on nature. The worldwide population of mammals, birds, fish and 

aquatic creatures, amphibians and reptiles have plunged by almost 60 percent, since 1970. Current 

rates of species extinction are 100- to 1,000-times higher than the ‘standard rate’ of extinction6. 

There are also huge health impacts associated with fossil fuels: for example, air pollution causes 

40,000 excess deaths every year in the UK and reduces average life span globally by 2 years7.  

To reduce the chance of runaway global warming and limit the effects of climate breakdown, it is 

imperative that, as a species, we reduce our CO2eq (carbon equivalent) emissions from their current 

6.5 tonnes per person per year to less than 2 tonnes as soon as possible8. Individuals cannot be 

expected to make this reduction on their own. The good news is there are many social, 

environmental and economic benefits in doing so. 

The world is on track to overshoot the Paris Agreement’s 1.5°C limit before 2050910. Councils around 

the world are responding by declaring a ‘climate emergency’ and committing resources to address 

this crucial issue11. Declaring an emergency will help to raise the profile of the issue and leverage in 

the extra support we need to achieve the necessary carbon reductions. 

 

 

Recommendations  

1. That Kendal Town Council declare a ‘Climate Emergency’  

2. Pledge to make Kendal carbon neutral by 2030;  

3. Call on Westminster to provide the powers and resources to make the 2030 target possible; 

4. Seek match funding for and commission a Citizen’s Jury to provide insights from residents on how 

to reach net-zero by 2030; with the outcomes of the Jury forming the basis of a detailed action plan;  

5. The town council’s Carbon Neutral sub-group are to report back in six months with an update on 

the actions being taken to address this emergency. 

 

                                                           
6 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/30/humanity-wiped-out-animals-since-1970-
majorreport-finds  
7 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/20/air-pollution-cuts-global-average-lifespan-
bynearly-two-years-study  
8 Fossil CO2 & GHG emissions of all world countries, 2017: 
http://edgar.jrc.ec.europa.eu/overview.php?v=CO2andGHG1970-2016&dst=GHGpc  
9 x World Resources Institute: https://www.wri.org/blog/2018/10/8-things-you-need-know-about-ipcc-15-
creport  
10 The IPCC’s Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5ºC: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sr15/  
11 Dozens of towns and cities across the UK have declared a climate emergency, including Bath, Sheffield, 
Brighton and Carlisle: https://climateemergency.uk/blog/map-of-local-council-declarations/  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/30/humanity-wiped-out-animals-since-1970-majorreport-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/30/humanity-wiped-out-animals-since-1970-majorreport-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/20/air-pollution-cuts-global-average-lifespan-bynearly-two-years-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/20/air-pollution-cuts-global-average-lifespan-bynearly-two-years-study
http://edgar.jrc.ec.europa.eu/overview.php?v=CO2andGHG1970-2016&dst=GHGpc
https://www.wri.org/blog/2018/10/8-things-you-need-know-about-ipcc-15-creport
https://www.wri.org/blog/2018/10/8-things-you-need-know-about-ipcc-15-creport
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sr15/
https://climateemergency.uk/blog/map-of-local-council-declarations/
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