KENDAL TOWN COUNCIL
Kendal in Bloom Committee
Tuesday 28th January 2020 at 7.00 pm
in The Mayor’s Parlour, Town Hall, Kendal
PRESENT

Councillors Andy Blackman (Chair), Richard Sutton (Vice Chair),
and Chris Rowley
Co-opted: Tom (Horticare) and Brian Harrison.

APOLOGIES

Councillor Adam Edwards, Mandy Nicholson and Lynne Oldham

OFFICERS

Janine Holt (Assistant to the Town Clerk) and Pierre Labat
(Townscape Manager)

774/19/20

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None

775/19/20

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None

776/19/20

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 29TH OCTOBER 2019
The Chairman presented the minutes of the meeting held on 29th
October 2019, which had been approved by full Council on 2nd
December 2019.

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 29th
October 2019 be accepted as a correct record.
MATTERS ARISING (Not on Agenda)

777/19/20

(500/19/20) Presentation by Ghyllside Residents
Janine Holt contacted the residents on 6.11.19 and informed them
that a clear indication from Highways on the location of the planters
was needed before any funding decision was made. It was agreed
that Janine Holt should make contact with them to ascertain if they
had made any progress with Highways, it was noted that there was
still some community funds available in the budget and if they have
permission to site the planters, the Committee would allocate some
support funding.

RESOLVED

Janine Holt to contact Ghyllside residents for an update on the
project.

778/19/20

503/19/20 Kendal in Bloom
Janine Holt confirmed that that Town Hall had been booked for 12th
November for the KIB Awards Ceremony
Janine Holt confirmed she had liaised with the Project Manager about
the bus station being a possible location for the experimental ivy.
Janine Holt confirmed she had liaised with Cllr Ladhams
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779/19/20

Tree Planter Cladding
The Chairman reported that the project is progressing. The Project
Manager has sourced a sample planter that will be delivered to the
contractor in Penrith for them to develop a prototype. The
Environment and Highways Committee are leading on this project.

780/19/20

512/19/20 Natural Heritage Project
Janine Holt confirmed she had met with the project lead Terry Parr
and Toni Yates on 15th January. Terry Parr reassured her that the
planter at Kirkland would have some more interest in the Spring and
it was agreed to monitor this for the remainder of the year. The
planters will be assessed at the end of the year in preparation for the
possible Britain and Bloom judging in 2021.
Janine Holt will continue to monitor the project.

RESOLVED
781/19/20

511/19/20
The Chairman informed the group that the development fund of
£6000 has now been reduced to £2000 because we are not
representing Cumbria in the Britain in Bloom competition.

782/19/20

KENDAL IN BLOOM AND CUMBRIA IN BLOOM COMPETITIONS
2020
Civic Planting
Pierre Labat showed the members a visual of the proposed planting,
inclusion of my sustainable plants with a reduced number of annuals.
The Committee approved the modified planting style.
Kendal in Bloom Initiative - Development of a Nature Trail
The Chairman provided an update. The meeting took place before
Christmas and Jamie Normington from Cumbria Wildlife Trust was
also present. The outcome of the meeting was to create a Kendal
nature trail, joining up a lot of the nature environments in Kendal. The
draft route was shared with members. The route links greenspaces,
woodlands, and natural habitats and recognises the biodiversity that
already exists within the Town. The concept was well received by the
members and they all agreed that they would like to see it developed
as a long term project. It is hoped that it will have a degree of
permanence with the development of an app.
Councillor Chris Rowley explained that the Environment Agency
have proposals for planting schemes all along the river. The North of
the town has an area designated as a wet land and he suggested this
would be worth trying to incorporate into the nature trail.
The Chairman also explained about the ‘Lost Words’ initiative and
how many words relating to nature have been removed from the
Junior Oxford dictionary. It was suggested that the Schools
Challenge should focus on the ‘Lost Words’ and the Committee
agreed to develop a schools project with a focus on the lost words.
Cumbria in Bloom Committee Meeting
Councillor Richard Sutton informed the group that he had attended
a Cumbria in Bloom Committee meeting in October and had agreed
to be the representative for Kendal Town council on that Committee.
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Edible Planter at Nobles Rest
Councillor Rowley informed the group that he had a volunteer to
maintain the planters at Nobles Rest for the forthcoming year. He
requested a small amount of funding to cover the costs of plants. The
Committee agreed to £60.00 being allocated from the budget.
Great British Spring Clean
The Chairman reported that the Great British Spring Clean starts on
the 20th March – 13th April 2020 and he suggested that members
considered organising some litter picks.
• A town centre litter pick will take place at 10.00am on 4th April
meeting at Fantastic Kendal on Finkle Street.
• A northern town will take place on 29th March
It was also highlighted that an ex-mayor (David Birkett) collects litter
in his own time and has kept a record of the amount of litter he has
collected over the years. The Chairman would like to acknowledge
his dedication with a certificate of appreciation later in the year when
they are issued.
Pierre Labat currently co-ordinates the litter pick equipment, during
his absence, Janine Holt will be the point of contact. It was agreed
that Pierre Labat would check the equipment before he finishes and
report to Janine Holt if any replacement equipment is required.
RESOLVED

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

The Committee have agreed to develop a Nature Trail around
Kendal.
The schools challenge would focus on the ‘Lost Words’
Pierre Labat will check the litter pick equipment. The Committee
have agreed to replace any damaged equipment out of this year’s
budget.
A series of litter picks will be arranged during the Great British Spring
Clean initiative.

783/19/20

PLANTING AT BRIARIGG
Councillor C Rowley provided an update on his visit with the resident
from Briarigg. The gentleman is very knowledgeable and has
transformed the area. He has kept a visual log of the transformation
through the seasons which Councillor Rowley viewed. He does
appear to be undertaking this initiative on his own but the local
community are supportive. He would like to use the funds to plant
more native bluebells, keeping the environment very natural. This is
an excellent example of what someone can do and it should feature
in the KIB portfolio. Councillor Rowley asked if we could approach
this gentleman to see if he would share his expertise if the need
arose. The Committee members agreed to support his request of
£300 to purchase more bulbs.

RESOLVED

The Committee agreed to support funding of £300 for bulbs in the
Briarrigg area.

784/19/20

SOCIAL MEDIA SITE FOR KENDAL IN BLOOM
The Chairman reported that this had been raised at a Management
Committee meeting. The members agreed to explore the potential
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for a Facebook page but it was imperative that the privacy and the
group setting are correctly set up. Brian Harrison suggested that
Simon Thomas former BID Chairman would be a good contact to help
with the set up. Councillor Andy Blackman proposed that we explore
the potential for showcasing and promoting KIB via social media, this
was seconded by Councillor Chris Rowley and carried unanimously.
RESOLVED

That the Committee would explore the possibility of a Facebook page

785/19/20

POLLINATOR PROJECT FINAL REPORT
Councillor Chris Rowley provided a summary of the findings
contained within the report. Over 700 children were involved in the
project over the 3 year period. It was acknowledged that choice of
location did constrain the project. Red clover was present at each
site. Also the report provided evidence that less fertile land was
beneficial to growth of wild flowers.
The final project was an arts project with the schools which
culminated in the development of mobile boards. Janine Holt asked
whether these could be available at the presentation on the Cumbria
in Bloom judging day and at the Kendal in Bloom awards ceremony.
Councillor Rowley confirmed he would investigate this request and
report back to Janine Holt. A copy of the report will be included in the
portfolio.
Following on from the findings, Councillor Rowley put forward a
proposal that we ask the planning committee to request that on large
building projects some land is cleared/scrapped of, thereby reducing
the fertility of the soil to provide a suitable area for wild flower planting
to thrive. Councillor Richard Sutton seconded this proposal and it was
carried unanimously.

RESOLVED

That the planning committee comment on large building projects to
request that some land is cleared/scrapped off thereby reducing the
fertility of the soil to provide a suitable area for wild flower planting to
thrive.

786/19/20

ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETTER
Summer
Advertise social media link
Autumn/Winter
Nature walk and KIB presentation evening

787/19/20

REVIEW OF SPEND AGAINST BUDGET 2019/20
Members considered the Financial Statement as at the end of
December 2019.

RESOLVED

The members noted the contents of the Financial Statement as at the
end of December 2019 and agreed to the following spend:
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Community Projects• Briarigg Area Planting – £300
• Nobles Rest Edible Planters– £60
• Natural Heritage Trail - purchase of robust signage for each
planter(cost to be confirmed)
• Replace any damaged litter picking equipment (cost to be
confirmed)
• Provide planters for Ghyllside residents (cost to be confirmed)
Installation and Maintenance
• Purchase replacement compost - £496
Kendal in Bloom Competition
• Purchase gift cards
788/19/20

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
None

789/19/20

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
That the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th April 2020 at 7.00
pm.

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.
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Summary of Information, Resolutions and Recommendations to Council
Min

Subject

Information/Resolution/Recommendation to Council

777

Presentation by Ghyllside
Residents

RES

Janine Holt to contact Ghyllside residents for
an update on the project

780

Natural Heritage Project

RES

Janine Holt will continue to monitor the
project.

782

Kendal in Bloom and
Cumbria in Bloom
Competitions 2020

RES

1. The Committee have agreed to develop
a Nature Trail around Kendal.
2. The schools challenge would focus on
the ‘Lost Words’
3. Pierre Labat will check the litter pick
equipment. The Committee have agreed
to replace any damaged equipment out
of this year’s budget.
4. A series of litter picks will be arranged
during the Great British Spring Clean
initiative.

783

Planting at Briarigg

RES

The Committee agreed to support funding of
£300 for bulbs in the Briarigg area.

784

Social Media Site for Kendal
in Bloom

RES

That the Committee would explore the
possibility of a Facebook page

785

Pollinator Project Final
Report

RES

That the planning committee comment on
large building projects to request that some
land is cleared/scrapped off thereby
reducing the fertility of the soil to provide a
suitable area for wild flower planting to
thrive.

786

Review of Spend Against
Budget 2019/20

RES

The members noted the contents of the
Financial Statement as at the end of
December 2019 and agreed to the following
spend:
Community Projects• Briarigg Area Planting – £300
• Nobles Rest Edible Planters– £60
• Natural Heritage Trail - purchase of
robust signage for each planter(cost
to be confirmed)
• Replace any damaged litter picking
equipment (cost to be confirmed)
• Provide planters for Ghyllside
residents (cost to be confirmed)
Installation and Maintenance
• Purchase replacement compost £496
Kendal in Bloom Competition
• Purchase gift cards
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