Kendal Town Council 

Biodiversity Grant Criteria
Context

Kendal must work with the rest of the UK to address our greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate the impacts of climate change by improving biodiversity. Becoming carbon neutral will improve quality of life and build new green, clean growth opportunities for our economy.

Kendal Town Council declared a Climate Emergency in 2019 and are currently adopting greener practices to reduce its impact. Kendal Town Council commissioned a Citizens Jury, full details here, to debate the question ‘What should Kendal do about Climate Change?’ and have committed to implementing its recommendations where possible. 

Purpose

The purpose of the Biodiversity grant is to help local communities to implement biodiversity projects which support Kendal Town Council’s response to its declaration of a Climate emergency in 2019.  

The funding must benefit the local community, and we expect applicants will work with other funders and community organisations and agencies to maximise benefit.

For example the funding could support:
· Community schemes/ projects that enhance local biodiversity

· Projects to support local people increase the biodiversity of their gardens / local area

· Projects to support local people in moving toward cleaner renewable sources of energy and environmentally friendly technologies

· Conserving and enhancing the biodiversity of Kendal to offset or capture carbon emissions

· Behaviour change initiatives towards cleaner, greener ways of living that support biodiversity

The Grant
The grant can support all costs relating to your project or activity, including: core costs (e.g. staff, office costs), project costs (e.g. venue hire, project worker) and capital costs (can support the cost of a renewable installation).

Grants are targeted at small organisations with charitable or community focused aims that are based and working in Kendal.

The fund will support up to a maximum of 50% of total costs (more than 50% for groups with an exceptional case) for the project for voluntary and community groups who wish to deliver community based carbon reduction projects.

Who Can Apply?

Kendal Town Council will consider applications from local charities, community interest companies, voluntary groups and other not for profit organisations in Kendal. 

Minimum and maximum awards

To ensure focus and impact, grants award a minimum of £500 and a maximum of £1,000 
Procedure

Community groups/ organisations will submit a short proposal about their project, explaining how they would meet the criteria. An application form will be used to ensure all necessary information is supplied. 

Decision making on the scheme and awarding of grants will rest with Kendal Town Council. Proposals will be short listed by the biodiversity working group and agreed by the Environment & Highways Committee.
Applications are welcomed to until the deadline, 1pm Monday 30th November. Please send completed application forms to helen@kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk
Biodiversity Criteria

Does the proposal:

· proactively increase biodiversity?

· address community behaviour change and consumption habits to better support biodiversity?

· include clear and measurable outputs?

· include reasonable costs? 

· demonstrate a minimum of 50% match funding? (Waived in exceptional circumstances at discretion of E&H committee)

· explain how the grant would fit with a wider package of funding if applicable?

· provide evidence of public support and community involvement? 

· demonstrate how the project will be completed within one year?

· ensure recognition of KTCs support in a publicity plan?

What will we not fund? 

· 100% of your project (unless an exceptional case and at discretion of portfolio holder)

· Funding of general running costs of your organization 

· Activities that create additional CO2

· Projects not benefiting people living Kendal

· Building projects that just comply with current Building Regulations requirements

· Direct replacement of statutory obligation and public funding

· Groups that cannot justify having significant unrestricted reserves e.g. where a Group has £10k or more in unrestricted reserves

· Private members’ sports/social clubs

· National charities/organisations

Grant Agreement

The grant agreement will comprise of:

· An offer letter (including invoicing details and reporting timescales)

· A copy of the proposal
To receive the award the applicant must have their match funding in place and confirmed. 
