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Dates for Your Diary

After weeks of listening to Climate 
Change experts and debating 
information shared regarding 
energy, transport, food and political 
leadership, members of the Kendal 
Climate Change Citizens Jury have 
agreed 27 recommendations to 
answer the question 'What Should 
Kendal do about Climate Change?'.   
Supported by facilitators Shared 
Futures and co-ordinated by Kendal 
Town Council, the Jury have focused 
on key areas that if achieved would 
see Kendal as a 'shining light' of 
positive climate action. All the expert 
presentations are available via 
www.kendalclimatejury.org which 
demonstrate how Jury members 

arrived at their conclusions.   
Jury members have featured in a 
short film, produced by Kendal 
based Land and Sky media, which is 
currently 'on tour' via a series of 
private screening events with the 
organisations and tiers of local 
government who are best placed to 
take action and turn the Jury's 
recommendations into reality.    
Jury members reflect Kendal's 
community and the recommendations 
cover aspects of daily life where 
changes would benefit both the 
environment and the health and 
wellbeing of residents. Read the 
recommendations in full here at 

www.kendalclimatejury.org to see 
which actions you can take.    
The next step for Kendal's Citizens 
Jury is a Recommendations Panel 
where organisations will be invited 
twice a year to share progress and 
best practice and develop 
partnership approaches to climate 
challenges. The Recommendations 
Panel will be chaired by Kendal Town 
Council who will share progress 
reports whilst developing their own 
action plan to implement the 
recommendations.   
This process has only been possible thanks to the 
generous funding of Crowdfunder supporters and 
additional funding from South Lakeland District 
Council’s Climate change grant and Cumbria County 
Council community fund.   

While hedgehogs are a much loved 
and instantly recognisable feature of 
British wildlife, it is a sad fact that their 
numbers are declining rapidly. 

Providing as safe an environment  
as possible in our gardens and 
allotments can help to protect this 
species. It’s easy to do this: 
whenever possible a small corner 
should be left as a wildlife sanctuary, 
the rewards of which could include the 
pleasure of seeing visiting hedgehogs, 
as well as the knowledge that they will 
be helping in clearing the ground of 
pests, an advantage for all gardeners 
and allotment holders.  
A young allotment holder from Kendal 
has a real passion about hedgehogs 
and how we can help to protect and 
encourage more hedgehogs, 
especially on allotments. Over the last 
year he has worked with a fellow 
allotment holder to design and build 
hedgehog houses for each plot. 
During the summer, they were 
delighted to see that the houses were 
being used by the hedgehog 
community and in October they 
approached the Town Council to 
discuss the project and apply for a 
small community grant to create 

hedgehog houses which could be 
distributed to other allotment holders. 
The Kendal in Bloom Committee 
agreed to support the project and  
a small grant was awarded, enabling 
the building of a further 10 hedgehog 
houses which will be located on site 
which will be used as a test site to see 
how successful these hedgehog 
homes are.  All activity will be 
monitored closely, data collected and 
evaluated and if the project is 
successful, the hope is that the 
scheme will be available across all 17 
sites in Kendal. Kendal’s Mayor,  
Cllr Alvin Finch, said: “This is a great 
scheme to help protect and 
encourage one of Britain’s most 
recognisable and beloved creatures 
and I wish it every success.” 

Three top tips for helping hedgehogs: 
•  Always check before strimming 
•  Try to avoid open fires, instead use 
   an incinerator 
•  Do not use slug pellets

Repopulating hedgehogs  
in gardens and allotments   

Council Meeting Dates Full Council meetings take place on the first Monday of each month and are 
open to the public. Our next meeting is on the 1st March. 

Kendal Flood Relief Scheme

Kendal’s Climate Change 
Citizens Jury has Spoken 

Planning Committee               
1st March 

Full Council                                 
1st March 

 

Planning committee                
15th March 

Management Committee      
15th March 

Christmas Lights 
Committee                                   
29th March 

Allotments Committee           
22nd March

Environment and  
Highways Committee              
8th March 

Kendal Town Council formed a Flood Relief Scheme 
Working Group in early 2019. 
Its purpose is to engage with the Environment  
Agency and other bodies to maximise the town wide 
opportunities of the new flood defence scheme.  
Kendal needs a flood protection scheme that works  
for residents, businesses and visitors throughout the 
Kent Valley.  
The scheme creates an opportunity to improve and 
enhance the river corridor, creating a green legacy  
for Kendal.  
Key achievements of the working group to date include: 
•  Highlighting and securing commitment from the 
   Environment Agency to provide and enhance  
   several public realm areas such as Beezon Fields  
   and Gooseholme. 

•  Endorsing a local artist to work with residents to 
   interpret the river corridor.  

•  Highlighting mobility issues at existing and planned 
   public realm areas to improve the accessibility of 
   footpaths, cycle ways and shared routes.   

•  Championing Kendal’s heritage by retaining original 
   railings, stone masonry and using local building 
   materials when possible. 

•  Working with Kendal Civic Society to enhance the 
   appearance of glass panelling.  

•  Ensuring the course of the river is not altered.   

At Little Aynam, the Environment Agency has provided 
examples of the proposed wall designs and an information 
panel where the full design details can be viewed.  

Burning Rubbish

Kendal Town Council has welcomed a 
report from its Environment and 
Highways Committee recommending 
that Kendal adopts a town-wide speed 
restriction of 20mph. At a meeting of 
the full Town Council on Tuesday 4 
January, Councillors heard that the 
scheme will not entail deploying 
unpopular speed bumps but will use 
many other, less damaging, 
interventions which would help 
discourage motorists from driving too 
quickly. The scheme has been agreed 
because of concerns about the 

environmental impact of faster moving 
vehicles, with slower general speeds 
leading to fewer hold ups and 
consequently a general improvement 
in air quality. Road safety was also a 
major factor with other road users 
feeling far safer when motor vehicle 
traffic speed was reduced. The cleaner, 
greener approach to travel across the 
town should include more cycling and 
more walking, and reducing traffic 
speeds would go a long way to helping 
promote this.  

The Council commissioned the study 
on the impact of a 20mph speed limit 
following extensive consideration in 
Committee over the preceding 18 
months on the impacts of traffic in the 
town. Previous studies had shown that 
there may be widespread support for 
such limits, but new information would 
be required to ascertain current 

opinions, and any new scheme would 
be subject to effective community-wide 
consultation. 

The Council adopted a resolution which 
called on Cumbria County Council to 
back a town-wide approach to reducing 
speeds to 20mph, and the Council 
Committee’s report will now be 
forwarded to the highway authority for 
further consultation and development. 
Funding for a subsequent scheme 
would be considered at a later date, but 
the Town Council is happy and make a 
significant contribution to the final 
costs. Cllr Jon Owen, chair of the 
Environment and Transport 
Committee, said, “We are really pleased 
to be able to champion this scheme 
and push for its acceptance, helping to 
make Kendal a safer, more pleasant 
place to live, visit and work.” 

Town Council agree that  
20mph should be fast enough

It can be tempting to burn rubbish, especially at the moment when 
people may have extra time at home to clear things out or carry out 
home improvement projects. However, burning rubbish can have  
a negative effect on the environment and can affect biodiversity.  
It may also affect Kendal’s aim of carbon neutrality and can cause 
injury or death to animals such as hedgehogs, who may get caught 
in the fires. Kendal Town Council is encouraging people to find 
alternative ways to get rid of their rubbish, and where possible to 
get involved in more environmentally friendly activities such as 
composting their kitchen, garden or allotment waste.  

Cllr Helen Ladhams said, “Kendal Town Council is keen to see far 
fewer bonfires, and can help by offering people lower cost 
composting bins so that they can start to dispose of their waste in 
different ways.” 

If people have concerns about bonfires they should contact South 
Lakeland District Council on 01539 733 333.



Kendal Town Council has been proud 
to support the Cumbria Dark Skies 
Festival, which lit up our February 
evenings with a spectacular array of 
online events celebrating the wonders 
of the night sky. 

Astronomers, astrophotographers, 
authors, filmmakers, lighting and 
design professionals, performers, 
poets and outdoor adventurers 
engaged, enthralled, wowed and 
challenged us to think about darkness 
in a new light. 

The festival broadcast online events 
spanning 17 nights, from Friday 5th to 
Sunday 21st February, giving you the 
chance to explore our universe and 
dark skies with renowned local, 
regional and national experts.  

A varied schedule of events offered 
something for everyone: a 
planetarium for children, amateur 
astronomers and night-time 
photographers, a panel of lighting 
experts to answer your questions, 
local artistic performers, writers  
and poets.  

The Friends of Lake District’s Dark 
Skies Officer Jack Ellerby together 
with Tristan Gooley, the Natural 
Navigator, launched the festival with 
an evening entitled ‘Don’t rely on 
technology to find your way in the 
dark, re-kindle your innate senses.’  

Award winning Film-maker and Dark 
Skies Ambassador, Terry Abraham 
shared stunning footage from his 
trilogy of ‘Life of a Mountain’ Lake 
District films.  

Phoebe Smith, award-winning travel 
writer, photographer, presenter and 
broadcaster closed the festival on the 
21st Feb with her talk ‘Explorations 
Under the Stars’, sharing some 
incredible photographs and 
inspirational stories. 

Lord Martin Rees of Ludlow, 
Astronomer Royal and Emeritus 
Professor of Cosmology and 
Astrophysics, Cambridge, President of 
the Royal Society and Co-Chair of the 
All Party Parliamentary Group for Dark 

Skies lent his support to the festival. 
Beforehand, he said: 

“The Dark Skies Virtual Festival will be 
a fascinating and inspiring 
programme, showcasing and 
celebrating the Lake District and 
Cumbria’s wonderful dark skies. The 
Festival will help raise awareness of 
how technology allows us to avoid 
wasted energy, and enhance our 
environment at the same time – a win-
win situation for us and for future 
generations. It's sad that the vista of a 

dark sky, which has been appreciated 
by humans worldwide since the dawn 
of history, is now denied to so many 
young people.” 
Kendal has been selected as a pilot area for the 
Cumbrian Dark Skies project and a light pollution 
audit is currently underway to highlight the areas 
where dark skies can be 
enhanced. The Town Council’s 
Environment and Highways 
Committee have contributed to 
the audit and hope the festival  
will encourage more people  
to appreciate Kendal’s dark  
sky potential. 

Work on the extension 
redevelopment to Kendal’s historic 
Town Hall continues apace. Large 
sections of the inside have had the 
heating and wiring updated and new 
toilets are being constructed on the 
first floor. Although the main 
structure of the building remains the 
same, new interview pods are being 

built in the Bindloss Room and the 
Town Council Chamber is being 
updated updated with new new 
audiovisual equipment installed.  

This is not the first time the Town Hall 
has been upgraded. Following the 
purchase of the (as it was known 
then) White Hall in 1859, the building 

was adapted for use by the council.  
It was then extended and further 
improved in 1893, when the famous 
carillon was installed. The current 
work, due to be finished later this 
year, will ensure that both SLDC and 
Kendal Town Council have a state of 
the art base from which to carry out 
their business. 

Town Hall RedevelopmentBiodiversity Grants

Kendal’s Legendary Landscape Trail is 
a partnership project with Kendal Town 
Council and Kendal Conservation 
Volunteers. It provides an insight into 
what the land around us looked like 
before people lived here and how and 
why it changed during the thousands  
of years after they arrived. We are 
using plants that are symbolic of those 
times to transform planters, odd-
corners and other small areas of Kendal 
into chapters in the long story of our 
changing landscape.  The trail connects 
residents and visitors with the history, 
heritage and natural environment of the 
town. It uses plants (and a few animals) 
to highlight changes from pre-historic 
to current times. It’s the story of our 
people and the way in which they lived 
in the landscapes around them. 

The development of the trail began in 
November 2018 with the installation 
of three planters. The project is 
ongoing and continues to expand 
each year. It uses simple displays of 
mainly native species that reflect the 
local landscapes from a specific date, 
event or time period in the history of 
Kendal. In keeping with the theme,  
the main components of each 
display/planter will be chosen from: 
mixtures of wintergreen and 
deciduous ferns to provide all round 
interest, companion plants to provide 
contrast and splashes of colour 
across spring and summer and, 
perhaps, trees and shrubs. 
Centrepieces may be added to 
provide historical context.  

To help bring the project to life,  
each planter has an information 
board in place. 

For further details and the locations 
of the planters please visit: -  
Kendal’s Landscape Trail | Kendal 
Conservation Volunteers 
(kendalcv.org.uk) we hope you enjoy 
Kendal’s Legendary Landscape Trail. 

Kendal’s Legendary 
Landscape Trail

Kendal Town Council has awarded 
£4,700 to local community groups to 
improve Biodiversity across the town.  

Projects set to benefit from the funding 
include Nobles Rest where the Friends  
of Group are working with South Cumbria 
Rivers Trust to install a natural flood 
management system in Maudes 
Meadow. New planting will include trees, 
shrubs, bog plants and wildflowers to 
improve the Biodiversity of the area which 
is currently low due to the monoculture of 
grass. The planting will provide an extra 
resource for wildlife and an educational 
resource for local residents. 

Projects to be developed thanks to the 
new funding include community 
composting at Kendal Town Council 
allotments, improving the biodiversity at 
Somervell Garden on the banks of the 
River Kent and creating a new biodiversity 
garden at Belmont in Low Fellside.  

Additionally, Appleby Road Community 
Garden will receive support to install a 
small wind turbine and solar panel to 
generate energy which will enable people 
to stay for longer at the site (thanks to 
warm brews and heated spaces) to 
cultivate the gardens and learn more 
about the biodiversity they create. 

Virtual Dark Skies Festival 
to Light Up Your Screens

One of the questions that’s been asked during the major 
refurbishment of the Town Hall is what’s happening to the 
Mayor’s Parlour and all the beautiful and historically 
important items it contains. The good news is that the 
Mayor’s Parlour won’t be affected by the work and that it will 
still be available for talks and exhibitions following the Town 
Hall’s reopening. The Parlour has also proved particularly 
useful during the period of the work as it’s provided a vital 
safe place to store the town’s historic plate, documents and 
artworks (with others in the secure art store, also 
unaffected by the work). This has meant transferring a huge 
amount of records, items and documents to the Parlour, 
which is protected not only by the Town Hall’s alarm system 
but with an extra alarm to ensure that everything is secure. 
Of course, it means that the room looks chaotic at the 
moment but we look forward to the time when the items 
have been rehomed and the Mayor’s Parlour and its 
wonderful contents are available for public viewing again.

Kendal Town 
Council’s Valuable 
Heritage Protected


