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Minutes of a meeting of the Culture and Communities Committee held on Monday, 
15th September 2025, at 7.00 p.m., in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, 
Kendal.  
 
Cllr L Edwards (Vice-Chair) Present Cllr C Russell Present 
Cllr S Falshaw Present Cllr K Simpson Apologies 
Cllr H Ladhams (Chair) Present Cllr P Thornton Absent 
Cllr T Martland Apologies One vacancy 
Cllr S Long Apologies  

 
In attendance: Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk), Simon Unsworth (Events and Civic Officer) 
 
Also present: Cllr E Hennessy  
 
Public Participation 
None 
 
CC13/2025 Apologies 
 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs T Martland, S Long and K Simpson. 
 
CC14/2025 Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Falshaw observed that she may be acquainted with a member of the scout group who 
have requested a grant. Cllr Edwards declared  that she had been in recent conversation 
with on e of the teachers from a school that has applied for funding. Members did not 
consider these constituted conflicts of interest. 
 
CC15/2025 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960) 
 
Resolved: Prior to consideration, if felt necessary, to vote on moving into Part Two for 
consideration of Agenda Items Nos.9 (Community Grant Applications) and 10 (Festival Grant 
Applications). 
 
CC16/2025 Minutes from the Last Meetings 
 
Resolved: To receive the minutes of meetings of the Committee held on 9 June 2025 and to 
authorise the Chair to sign them as correct records. 
 
CC17/2025 Minute Action Sheet 
 
The Committee considered a report on actions taken by officers on resolutions or 
recommendations made at previous meetings and the Town Clerk responded to questions 
raised by Members. 
 



Discussion took place around the matter of the Town Centre Vitality Group and the Town 
Team. We are still waiting for BID to confirm a date for their attendance at a C&C meeting. 
Discussion was held around the need for the KTC councillors to have an open meeting to 
highlight issues and priorities for this work moving forward. 
 
Resolved: To note the actions taken by officers on resolutions or recommendations made at 
previous meetings of the Culture and Communities Committee. 
 
CC18/2025 Community Resilience 
 
The Town Clerk informed the meeting that the Emergency Plan is now completed and with 
various partners. Simon Unsworth is now listed as the Deputy Community Resilience Office 
on the plan and will provide a lead on this if the Resilience Officer is away or otherwise 
unavailable.  
 
Discussion was held around the weekend’s event and their highlighting of the importance of 
people knowing where help/equipment is and how it can be obtained. Cllr Hennessy 
suggested that Cllrs receive some training/information regarding this. The meeting was 
informed that W&FC no longer provides sandbags. KTC may be able to purchase a stock of 
hydrosack-style bags for distribution in the event of flooding. The Town Clerk explained that 
KTC is developing an emergency phone number system which will hopefully be in place by 
late October. 
 
Resolved: Town Clerk to investigate the purchase of hydrosack-style bags. 
 
Resolved: To note the progress made on Community Resilience planning. 
 
CC19/2025 Events 
 
The Events and Civic Officer gave an update on the events delivered so far and the events 
still being planned. Discussion was held around the Torchlight Reception event. It was 
clarified that this is a relatively low cost, high impact event that demonstrates KTC and 
W&F’s commitment to this important town event. It is co-hosted by KTC and W&F and costs 
incurred are split equally. 
 
Discussion was held around the Christmas Lights Switch-On. Elements of this are starting to 
be booked in – so far Drum Nation, Ragtag Arts and Community TM are confirmed and it is 
hoped that other contractors/suppliers will be confirmed in the next week. Kendal BID are 
keen to work with KTC to advertise jointly to create a family-focussed Christmas Weekend, 
and the Events and Civic Officer will co-ordinate this with them. 
 
Resolved: To accept the report on events 
 
CC20/2025  Installation of Christmas Lights on Lowther Street. 
 
It was confirmed that W&FC has refused permissions for the installation of Christmas lighting 
catenaries on Lowther Street, due to the damage caused at the front of the Town Hall by 
their overloading of the existing catenaries. Other options were discussed and can be 
investigated further.  
 
Resolved: To accept the report but keep working with W&FC to create the best Christmas 
Lights Display for Kendal 
 
 
 



CC21/2025 Budget Monitoring 2025/26 
 
The Town Clerk presented the Committee’s spend against budget as at 8 September 2025. 
Cllr Ladhams asked a question about £23 listed against Cultural Initiatives.  
 
Resolved: Town Clerk to clarify what the £23 spend was for. 
 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
CC22/2025 Kendal Town Council Grant Criteria 
 
The Committee reviewed a report on the proposed new Grant Application Criteria. It was 
clarified that the budget would be split equally across the two meetings held each year. The 
grant limit remains at £5,000 
 
Resolved: To accept the new criteria as they appear in the report. 
 
Part Two 
 
Members voted to exclude the Press and Public for the following two items of 
business, due to the confidential nature of the discussion. 
 
 
CC23/2025 Community Grant Applications 
 
The Committee considered a report on the distribution of grant funding.   
 
The total value of applications to the current meeting was £11,060.  The Committee was 
asked to consider each grant application on its own merits, but could only allocate funding 
from within the budget allocated.   
 
(a) Mainspring Arts had applied for a grant of £5,000 to provide creative workshops for 

neurodivergent adults for three years. 
 

Resolved: To award a grant of £500 as a contribution for a single year, with a note 
that they could reapply next year. 

 
(b) Manna House had applied for a grant of £5,000 to support the development of a 

memory garden. 
 

Resolved: To award a grant of £500 as a contribution, with the application passed to 
the Environment and Kendal in Bloom committees for consideration. 

 
(c) Cumbria Education Trust had applied for a grant of £3,500 to develop two ‘Safe 

‘Spaces’ at two Kendal schools for Children with Adverse Childhood Experiences. 
 

Resolved: To award £500. 
 
(d) 8/11th Kendal Scout Group had applied for a grant of £3,577.81 to purchase camping 

equipment. 
 

Resolved: To award a grant of £1,150 for the purchase of solar-powered equipment. 
 
(e) Kendal Windows on Art had applied for a grant of £490 to contribute to the 

‘Overlooked’ community project, running creative workshops for older people. 



 
Resolved: To award a grant of £490 

 
(f) South Lakeland Hydrotherapy had applied for a grant of £2,500 to contribute towards 

the running costs of the hydrotherapy pool in Kendal. 
 

Resolved: To award a grant of £2,500 
 
CC24/2025 Festival Grant Applications 
 
The Committee considered a report on the distribution of grant funding from the Festival 
Grants budget. 
 
(a) Abbott Hall Bowling Club had applied for a grant of £75 to support the Alexander Cup 
 

Resolved: To award a grant of £75 
 
Members voted to re-admit the Press and Public for the remainder of the meeting. 
 
CC25/2025 Newsletter and Publicity 
 
The Committee considered items for publication in press releases or a Council Newsletter. It 
was pointed out that an item on the grants awarded by the Town Council. 
 
Resolved: To publicise the items as discussed at the meeting and outlined above. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m. 


