Kendal Town Council
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD

www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Monday 29 June
2026, in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal, at 6.30pm.

Kendal Town Council Members

Clir J. Cornthwaite Present | Clir D. Rathbone (Chair) Present
Clir L. Edwards Present | Clir G. Supka Present
Clir R. Edwards Present Clir K. Teasdale Present

Clir T. Martland (Vice-chair) | Present

In attendance: Suzanne Long (Councillor), Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk), Ben
Unsworth (Democratic Services Assistant — temporary), Michelle Rothwell
(Watch this Space)

Public Participation

The Committee received a presentation from Michelle Rothwell of Watch This
Space, who are promoting The Flock development on Shap Road. Ms Rothwell
explained their position in the scheme and that they were now seeking
approval for outline consent under parameters they had drawn up.

She explained that resources would be provided to combat ecological worries,
specific to past Committee suggestions regarding drainage and adverse
light/noise pollution. Permission had already been received for a large car
showroom and there were claims that the scheme would facilitate 3,000 jobs.

It was explained that demand for the development is high, evidenced by lots of
occupiers wanting pre-lets. Local plans stipulate that 4 hectares of new
employment space should be freed up annually, which Kendal has not. The last
time this happened was in 2009, and in the interim 17 years only 11 ha total has
been freed up. Independent viability surveyors have backed up these figures.

Another big change was regarding the design and the number of green spaces.
The Flock has signed up to a design code, where parameters such as more
timber and natural tones were insisted upon, and they used CGIl images of the
final design to illustrate this.

The final change was regarding traffic. After comments from previous
Committee meetings, the Flock revised the plan to facilitate fewer vehicular
trips, despite the larger area of the overall plan.



Clirs asked several questions, including why the units were so close to Shap
Road, given the intention is to preserve nature; whether the pre-lets are free;
whether the viability studies were credible; what the justification was for the
developing beyond the Kendal urban boundary; how warehouses, with an
increasingly automated workforce, could facilitate 3,000 jobs.

Ms Rothwell's answers included that pre-lets are not free but many are willing
to pay for them; that the available land has been proved as viable or will be so
imminently; that desperation for jobs and the plan’s improved design justifies

this; that Westmorland & Furness Highways are satisfied with their proposals,
so she is unsure why this Committee wouldn't be; that Kendal Town Council's
support is important so she is disappointed that their position does not appear
to be supportive.

P29/2026 Apologies
No apologies were received.

P30/2026 Declarations of Interest
No declarations were made.

P31/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act 1960)

There were no confidential items included within the agenda.

P32/2026 Minutes from the Last Meeting

Resolved: To receive and accept the minutes of the previous meeting of the
Planning Committee held on 15 June 2026 and to authorise the chair to sign
them as a true record.

P33/2026 Minute Action Sheet
There were no new reports to consider.

P34/2026 Planning Process and Issues

The Chair reminded the Committee of government directives on strategic
issues and that 3 local area planning committees won't be seen after autumn
due to changes in guidelines.

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions.



P35/2026 KTC Flood Relief Scheme Working Group

The Chair of the Working Group reported that works are proceeding well,
however the frustration on the Northern boundary is still present. Specific and
appropriate dredging of the rivers is impending, which the Committee greatly
commended.

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions.

P36/2026 KTC Local Action Plan Group

The Clerk assured members that a further site visit will be facilitated shortly,
but was delayed by availability of staff time.

P37/2026 Licensing Applications

The Committee considered a response to its concerns about a license
application for Kendal United Football Club. It noted the efforts to ameliorate
the potential issues but requested that its concerns remain for consideration by
the licensing officer.

Resolved: To note this position to the Licensing Officer.

P38/2026 Planning Applications

Resolved: To submit the recommendations in Appendix 1to these minutes to
the Planning Authority.

The meeting closed at 8.16pm.



Kendal Town Council
Applications for Planning Committee: 29 June 2026

Item No.10

Appendix 1
No | App No./ Type | Address/Proposed Parish Comments | Observations/Recommendations
Development Ward to W&F
1 2025/2124/0PA | Land North of Meadowbank Mintsfeet | 22 June After the presentation by the
Business Park 2026 developer, members expressed

Application for outline planning
permission (with all matters re-
served) for an employment de-
velopment, comprising Storage
& Distribution (Use Class B8)
and Industrial (Use Classes B2
and E(g)(iii)) uses with support-
ing Food and Beverage (Use
Class E(b)), and associated
landscaping, highway works, cy-
cleway and footpath linkages
and other ancillary infrastruc-
ture.

The reason(s) for this re-consul-
tation are as follows:

The letter from Ashton Hale
dated 20 March 2026 (received
25 March) explains the main
changes. In addition, we now
also have the following updated
/ additional information:

ongoing serious concerns about
the impact on traffic. It was
queried how lower traffic could be
possible when the site might
include over 3,000 jobs. Concerns
were also raised about the viability
of the development and that it was
outside the town's existing
development boundary.

There was discussion during
which it was noted that the
published viability statements had
been superseded by more recent
versions, which were not yet
available online. However, the
Committee was not convinced to
change its original view and still
opted to recommend refusal for
the reasons previously stated.




No

App No./ Type

Address/Proposed
Development

Parish
Ward

Comments
to W&F

Observations/Recommendations

» Updated drainage information
e An updated Arboricultural re-
port

» Additional information in re-
spect of viability

» An additional viewpoint image
for the Landscape and Visual
Assessment (Viewpoint 6)

o Written responses from Galpin
Landscape Architecture to spe-
cific issues raised in the first
round of consultation

e An updated Preliminary Eco-
logical Appraisal and Biodiver-
sity Net Gain Assessment

e An updated Biodiversity Net
Gain Metric

e A Habitat Management and
Monitoring Plan

e Great Crested Newt eDNA Sur-
vey, Technical Note

e An updated Development Pa-
rameters Plan (Revision P5)

e An updated Indicative Devel-
opment Masterplan (Revision
P4)

e An updated Indicative Master-
plan with Levels (Revision P3)




Prior Notification under
Schedule 2, Part 14, Class J for
the installation of 196
photovoltaic panels on the north
part of the main leisure centre
roof, 215 panels on the south
part of the roof and 20 panels on

No | App No./ Type | Address/Proposed Parish Comments | Observations/Recommendations
Development Ward to W&F
e An updated Landscape mas-
terplan (Revision 3)

2 2026/1008/ADV | Morrisons Daily Lound Road Kirkland 3 July No material objections, but with

2026 the robust caveats that the signs
Advertisement Consent for the on the Parkside Road facing
installation of 1x set of built up aspect be scaled down to be less
internally illuminated letters, and obtrusive. The two internally
2x internally illuminat-ed illuminated lights should only
directional fascia signs operate during trading hours, plus
one hour either side.
3 2026/1132/HOU | Hillside, Kendal Green Strickland | 9 July The Committee noted the
fibreglass roof did not appear like

Proposed porch and re-model- a robust design.
ling of access steps. Widening
of parking area and associated No material objections, but the
highway access. Proposed de- committee would seek
tached artists studio. reassurance about the roof design.

4 2026/1183/PAS | Kendal Leisure Centre Burton Kirkland 7 July No material objections.

OLAR Road 2026




Full planning application for the
demolition of agricultural build-
ings and the erection of 491

dwellings (including 172 afforda-
ble dwellings, 35%) with associ-

ated roads, footpaths, car park-

No | App No./ Type | Address/Proposed Parish Comments | Observations/Recommendations
Development Ward to W&F
the lower plant room roof to the
east.
5 2026/0764/PA | 9 Kirkland Kirkland 10 July Confusion was noted over the
Ccou 2026 front door, and the conservation
Prior Notification under Sched- officer's comments about external
ule 2, Part 3, Class MA for the changes. The Committee also
change of use from self-con- considered concerns over air
tained ground floor retail unit quality and residential amenity,
(Use Class E) to self-contained, which had been relevant to
one bedroom, ground floor flat another recent Kirkland
(Use Class C3). application.
No material objections, but the
Committee registered their worries
about residential amenity and
spatial practicality of 3 doors
opening appearing to open into
one yard.
6 2026/1037/FPA | Land between Burton Road & Natland 16 July There was considerable
Natland Road 2026 discussion around this item, but it

was noted that the Committee
meets again prior to comments
being due.

The item was deferred for further
consideration at the next meeting.




Advertisement Consent for 1no.
internally illuminated acrylic sign
of dimensions 2100mm (H) x
2100mm (W), decorated with Lidl
logo graphic and to be mounted
on west (rear) elevation

No | App No./ Type | Address/Proposed Parish Comments | Observations/Recommendations
Development Ward to W&F
ing, landscaping, and vehicular
access to be taken from Burton
Road and Natland Road, Kendal.
7 2026/0494/AD | Lidl, Beezon Road Mintsfeet | 6 July The Committee did not feel it was
Vv 2026 appropriate for illuminated signs to

be facing the River Kent SSSI/SAC,
due to the damage this might
cause to the fragile ecosystem of
the river.

Recommend refusal.
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