
Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 

6 July 2026 

To Members of the Environment Committee 

Cllr G Archibald (Chair) Cllr J Cornthwaite 
Cllr B Bisby Cllr S Long (Vice-chair) 
Cllr S Blunden Cllr C Russell 
Cllr D Brown Cllr K Simpson 
One Vacancy 

You are summoned to a meeting of Kendal Town Council Environment 
Committee on Monday, 13 July, at 7.30pm, in the Council Chamber at the 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal. 
Yours faithfully 

Chris Bagshaw 
Town Clerk 

AGENDA 

Public Participation 
Any member of the public who wishes to ask a question, make representations 
or present a deputation or petition at this meeting should apply to do so before 
the commencement of the meeting. Information on how to make the application 
is available on the Council’s Website: https://www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk/ 
wp-content/uploads/2026/03/KTC_Guidance-on-Public-Participation-and-
Recording-Meetings.pdf, or by contacting the Town Clerk on 01539 885430. 
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1.  Apologies 
To receive and accept any apologies. If accepted, apologies will be considered to be 
for reasons approved by the Council under the terms of Local Government Act 1972, 
s85. 
2.  Declarations of Interest 
To receive declarations by members and/or co-optees of interests in respect of items 
on this agenda. 
 
3.  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 

Act 1960) 
To consider whether there are any agenda items during consideration of which the 
press and public should be excluded. 
 
4.  Minutes of the Last Meeting (pages 4 to 10) 
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held on 11 May 
2026 and to authorise the Chairman to sign them as a correct record. 
 
5.  Project Activity Report and Overview (pages 11 to 19) 
To review an update of ongoing projects and answer members’ questions. 
 
6.  Project Close Out Reports  
To consider any project close out reports. This is a standing item relating to 
Project Reporting.  
No Close Out reports are included in this agenda.  
 
7.  Assets and Infrastructure (pages 20 to 29) 
To review an update of assets and infrastructure items, including a proposal to 
install a seat at Birchwood Close, and a scoping report of a request to install a 
handrail on the ginnel between Birchwood Close and Vicarage Drive. 
 
8.  Environment Budget 2026/27 (pages 30 to 33) 
To receive a report on the spend against Environment budget 2026/27. 
 
9.  Footpaths (pages 34 to 41) 
To receive a report on the footpath priority path improvement list and consider 
an additional path. 
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10. Natural Kendal  
To receive an update report on the work of Natural Kendal.  
 
11.  Mintsfeet Working Group  
To receive a verbal update from the Westmorland and Furness Council Mintsfeet 
Working Group.  
 
12. Items for Press Coverage and the Newsletter 
To consider whether any items should receive press coverage or included in 
the next edition of the Council’s newsletter (digital or Autumn 2026). 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Environment Committee held on Monday 11 May 
2026, at 7.00pm, Council Chamber, Town Hall, Kendal. 
 
Cllr G Archibald (Chair) Present Cllr S Blunden Present 
Cllr B Bisby Absent  Cllr J Cornthwaite Apologies 
Cllr D Brown Present Cllr S Long (Vice Chair) Present 
Cllr C Russell Present  Cllr K Simpson Present 
One Vacancy     

 
In attendance: Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk), Becca Hewitson (Projects 
Officer). 
Also Present Cllr S Falshaw, Terry Parr (Natural Kendal) 
 
In his opening remarks, the Chair thanked Cllr Hennessy, the previous Chair for 
his outstanding effort and commitment to developing the work of the 
Committee and the Council. He also thanked officers for their dedication in 
ensuring the Committee’s priorities were being delivered. 
 
E01/2026 Apologies 
Resolved: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Cornthwaite. 
 
E02/2026 Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Russell reminded members that he was in a leading position in Natural 
Kendal and would leave the room if the meeting was required to consider 
resource allocation to the group.  
 
E03/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960) 
There were no excluded items on the agenda. 
 
E04/2026 Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
There was a query as to whether the comment in Minute E97/2025 about the 
focus of the potential Mintsfeet Sports and Nature Hub moving away from an 
emphasis on nature was accurate from the meeting. Cllr Cornthwaite was not 
present, so the Chair asked if the comment could be verified in due course. 
 
Resolved: To receive the minutes from the meetings on 9 March 2026 and to 
authorise the Chair to sign them as a true record. 
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E05/2026 Project Activity Report 
The Committee considered the Project Delivery Report, which included 
requests to make several decisions. 
 
Project KTC018 20 MPH 
The Committee was asked to consider the most effective locations for Speed 
Indicator Devices (SIDs), following the implementation of 20mph, which is 
imminent. It was understood that W&FC would install and maintain any new 
signs in return for a management fee. The locations proposed so far were 
Aynam Road, Parkside Road, Windermere Road, Sedbergh Road, Milnthorpe 
Road, Oxenholme Road and Shap Road. It would require seven or eight units, 
and the cost would be in the region of £20-25,000.  
 
There was a query about the impact of the M6 closures on Windermere Road 
and it was suggested this would be picked up by Highways Officers. Members 
requested that Brigsteer Road be added to the list as there is a problem of 
speeding vehicles in both directions. Again, it was suggested that Highways 
Officers could advise. 
 
Resolved: To allocate up to £25,000 from the 20mph Project Budget for the 
installation of around eight SIDs, with officers to work up a list of exact 
proposed locations in consultation with members.  
 
Project KTC019 Bus Station 
The Chair asked whether there were ‘before’ pictures being taken of the areas 
to be improved, and the Projects Officer assured him that there were. Members 
asked that the quality of signage be included in the scope of the project and it 
was explained that this was an integral part of the W&FC-led follow-on 
programme, which also linked to the Heart of Kendal Project. 
 
Resolved: To note the report and the actions by officers. 
 
E06/2026 Project Close Out Reports 
This is a standing item and no projects were proposed for close out at this 
time. 
 
E07/2026  Assets and Infrastructure  
It was noted that handrails on Beast Banks had been added to the list of 
handrail projects. Town Council assets should be clearly badged and labelled. 
 
The Clerk explained that Persimmon were not inclined to grant permission for a 
seat, if the Council did not want to adopt the land at Kirkbie Green. He was 
compiling costs for such an adoption, which would be put to Management 
Committee in the first instance. There was a new bin there, however, and on 
Milnthorpe Road. It was noted that all new infrastructure should be identifiable 
as being paid for by Kendal Town Council. 
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The Clerk reported that he wasn’t sure where the refurbishment of the seats on 
Stricklandgate following the departure of the Townscape Officer. It’s likely that 
his successor the Estates and Grounds Officer would pick this up in due 
course, along with the deployment of two further benches which had been 
returned to us by the Environment Agency. The seats featured locally made 
wrought ironwork and had been completely refurbished by the EA, though 
were not required in their former location by Stramongate Bridge.  
 
There was some discussion concerning the provision of seating at bus stops, 
whether there is a shelter, or not. It was suggested that Ward councillors be 
asked for their priorities in this regard, but that there were probably some 
limitations they should consider.  
 
The Chair suggested it would be a good idea for him to conduct some ward 
walks with members, to engage with the specific issues emerging in each 
community.  
 
Resolved: Officers will compile some guidelines on the limitations on bus stop 
seating, including indicative or likely costs, then poll ward councillors on their 
priorities.  
 
Resolved: To engage with members, through Ward walks with he Chair, to 
identify emerging issues. 
 
Resolved: to note the report and the actions being taken by officers, including 
the appropriate badging and labelling of assets . 
 
E08/2026 Environment Budget 
The Committee considered a report on expenditure against budget for the 
current year. The Clerk drew attention to the available funds in the 20MPH 
project which stood at £30,718. He also noted that the Heron Hill lighting 
project had been approved for CIL funding, and so the budget would appear in 
this line in due course.  
 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
E09/2026 Green Infrastructure Budget Proposal 
The Committee considered a proposal that it deploys a portion of its Green 
Infrastructure Maintenance budget to deliver an extension to Westmorland and 
Furness Council’s One Tree Per Resident aim. The W&FC policy delivered 
nearly 50,000 trees before its budget window closed. There was discussion 
about how well the siting and the choice of trees was managed and it was 
explained that W&FC officers facilitate the process with residents, for planting 
on their own land (not necessarily public land). It was suggested that some of 
the funding could come from the Biodiversity Grants budget, which was usually 
underspent. 
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Resolved: To vire £3,000 from the Biodiversity Grants budget to the Green 
Infrastructure budget and to offer £6,000 to Westmorland and Furness Council 
to deliver the project for another year in Kendal. The trees offered should be in 
accordance with Natural Kendal’s consideration of Best Practice.  
 
E10/2026 Footpaths 
The Clerk reported that he had not received a footpath map from colleagues at 
W&FC, but had not been able to attend the last meeting. He would speak to GIS 
officers at W&FC about a specification. The Chair confirmed that he would 
ensure that KTC was ‘in the loop’ on any footpath developments in Kendal. 
 
The Chair queried whether there had been adequate press coverage of 
developments at Michaelson Road and it was noted that it had appeared in the 
Town Council’s newsletter. The Clerk would check other opportunities for 
coverage.  
 
It was noted that there was a Teams call with Officers at KTC and W&FC on 
Friday which would update the group on Riverside Corridor paths. This would 
include the Bellingham Road steps. 
 
It was noted that the Council had agreed to allocate £5,000 to improvement at 
Briar Rigg, and that W&FC officers should be consulted on whether this was 
adequate for the completion of the work. The Clerk would attempt to bring a 
consolidated budget statement of the Council’s investment in footpaths to a 
future meeting. 
 
Resolved: To ascertain whether the funding for Briarigg is sufficient to 
complete the work.  
 
Resolved: To note the report and the actions taken by officers. 
 
E11/2026 Biodiversity Grant 
The Committee considered the following application for a Biodiversity Grant. 
 
Friends of Nobles Rest 
£500 
To increase density of pollinator planting at Town View Field.  
 
It was noted that weed eradication was an ongoing problem for the Friends 
group. It was suggested that Natural Kendal make contact with group to assist 
in assessing their ongoing needs for support. 
 
Resolved: To offer a grant of £500 to assist in the Pollinator project at Town 
View Field. 
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E12/2026 Bowling Fell Phase 2 
The Projects Officer reported the progress of Phase Two of the project at 
Bowling Fell. She sought their opinion on a range of signage options. The 
Committee preferred an option that matched the style of Serpentine Woods  
trails signage. 
 
Cllr Blunden, who is also an architect, shared some thoughts on the access 
opportunities for the site, following the completion of the topographical survey. 
He drew the Committee’s attention to the findings which showed that an 
accessible route to the obelisk was not as difficult as he had imagined, as the 
height change was less than expected. With the historic landscape 
considerations, however, a project to deliver this would still be expensive. The 
committee considered whether this was a priority outcome, when other options 
were available and there was not evidence that this specific outcome would 
deliver justifiable benefits commensurate with the outlay. It was suggested that 
local disability groups should be consulted and that officers concentrate their 
project scoping on improving access to the lower part of the site which would 
be less intrusive, and could potentially deliver better value for money. 
 
Resolved: To proceed with the Phase Two signage project in the style of 
Serpentine Woods. 
 
Resolved: To develop a specification for access improvements within a 
realistic budget scope, accepting that it may require additional external  
funding, but should also ensure that deliverability is realistic from a historic 
monument and landowner perspective. 
 
E13/2026 Easy Travel Kendal Project 
It was noted that Westmorland and Furness Council were match funding the 
investment in Kendal Bus station, and that KTC’s work there could be seen as 
preliminary work to a larger project funded by W&FC. Connectivity to the rest 
of town including signage and provision for cyclists was included in the Local 
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan, but this appeared to be taking a very 
long time to progress.  
 
It was suggested that accessibility issues could be discussed with accessibility 
groups and this might begin with an engagement with the various organised 
groups in the town. 
 
Resolved: To note these actions, including the requirement for engagement 
with accessibility groups. 
 
E14/2026 Heron Hill Lighting  
The Committee considered a report on the development of adequate footway 
lighting in Heron Hill open space, which had been approved for CIL funding by 
the Management Committee. The lighting plan had been drawn up in 
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conjunction with W&FC lighting officers and Friends of the Lake District, to 
ensue that it was Dark Skies compliant. It was noted that an extension of the 
scheme to the western portion of the park had attracted concern from a small 
number of residents, but this could be excluded from the final scheme without 
compromising the overall aim.  
 
Resolved: To proceed with the scheme as designed, with Ward Councillors 
devolved to take a decision on the western extension as they see fit. 
 
E15/2026 Biodiversity Duty 
The Committee considered a report on the Council’s duties under the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. It was noted that this was 
something the Council had to bear in mind in the same way as its duties to 
consider the impact of its actions on Crime and Disorder. The Chair suggested 
that this is something Natural Kendal could assist with and it was noted that 
they were currently working on a mapping project which would show the 
relative extents of the biodiversity across the town. The Chair asked the Vice 
Chair if she could lead on the development of an appropriate strategy for the 
Biodiversity Duty, which she agreed to do, subject to her own capacity.  
 
Resolved: To develop the Town Council’s strategy on Biodiversity, liaising as 
required with the Planning Committee, officers and Natural Kendal. 
 
E16/2026 National Emergency Briefing on Climate and Nature 
The Committee considered a proposal that the Town council supports a 
National Emergency Briefing on Climate and Nature in Kendal. There is an 
event organised for 8 October 2026. 
 
Resolved: To offer support for the initiative and to offer the Chair and the Vice 
Chair as representatives to join the organising group. 
 
E17/2026 Community Run Energy Schemes 
The Committee considered a request for support for legislation enabling 
Community Run Energy schemes. 
 
Resolved: To write letters of support as required. 
 
E18/2026 Natural Kendal 
The Committee received a report on the work of Natural Kendal to promote 
biodiversity and nature recovery across the town. Among the items reported 
there is to be a Nature Recovery Festival in September, filling the slot vacated 
by Torchlight. 
 
Resolved: To note the report and reiterate Kendal Town Council’s support for 
Natural Kendal. 
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E19/2026 Mintsfeet Working Group 
Cllr Cornthwaite was not present, so no report on progress was considered. 
 
E20/2026 General Considerations  
The Chair asked members for their thoughts on how the Council could more 
easily break down the wide-ranging scope of the Committee’s meetings, noting 
that the present meeting had a very extensive scope of operation. It was 
suggested that it continued to be very important that the Town Council was 
aware of and was involved in the critical decisions which affect the town, in 
transport, nature parks and open spaces etc. It was suggested that there 
should be more informal meetings, which could be online if required, and that 
Committee members should get to know the different areas of the town 
through ward visits and walkabouts. 
 
Resolved: Following consultation between the Clerk, the Chair and Vice chair 
to consider holding informal meetings as required, and as resources allow.  
 
Resolved: To note the issues and concerns raised and to convey them to the 
Council’s managing committees. 
 
E21/2026  Press and Publicity 
Resolved: To ensure that all investments are given media coverage as they 
occur. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.20. 
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Kendal Town Council 

Agenda Item 5 

Project Activity Report  

Project Phases:  

 
 
E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Ref  

Project title 
and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase 

Additional Notes  

New 
Infrastructur
e 
 
£0 budgeted 
 
Funding to be 
explored via 
CIL 
applications 
as and when 
required. 

KTC016 Footway 
Lighting – 
Heron Hill  

Public Realm, 
Getting 
Around 

The scheme has been 
updated with a section 
removed. Re-approved by 
Ward Councillors. Private 
works agreement signed 
with W&F Council. 
Awaiting confirmation of 
order of materials.  
Next stage comms. and 
organising ‘switch on’. 

W&FC 
(Westmorlan
d and 
Furness 
Council)  
Friends of 
the Lake 
District  

Definition 3 objectors contacted 
separately and are now 
satisfied with the reply. 
 
Works planned for 
October. The park will 
remain open with parts 
of the path barriered off 
for works. 

KTC001 
 

Accessibility 
of Public 
Spaces -  
Handrail for 
Vicarage Drive 
– Birchwood 
Close 
connecting 
footpath 

Public Realm, 
Getting 
Around 

Officers have obtained a 
second quote for creation 
of the handrail however 
we are still struggling to 
obtain a quote from 
contractor with a 
Streetworks licence. 
We do have one quote in 
for both elements of £10k. 

W&F 
Highways 
Owners of 
the land – 
unconfirmed 
Maintenance 
of the land – 
W&F 

Definition Separate Project Update 

Infrastructur
e 
Maintenance 
 

KTC002 
 
 

Signage –  
 
Explore Kendal  
 

Public Realm, 
Thriving 
Town 

Unfortunately, the printers 
have chosen not to 
continue with this project. 

Lakeland 
Arts, 
Brewery 
Arts, Quaker 

Delivery Awaiting first trial prints 
for Abbot Hall 

Concept Definition Delivery Close Out Completed
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E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Ref  

Project title 
and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase 

Additional Notes  

 Repair / update 
17 ‘Explore 
Kendal’ Signs.  
  
 
 

No budget has been used 
on the failed prints to 
date. 
Officers are now 
engaging with a new 
printer with facilities on 
site and availability to 
meet face to face after 
the challenges of this 
project.  

Tapestry, 
Contractors 
W&F Council  

Approved 
Infrastructur
e  
 
CIL 
Allocation 

KTC004 Water Bottle 
Refill Point  
  

Public Realm, 
Climate 
Change and 
Biodiversity 

Costs have increased 
since initial allocation. The 
budget is no longer 
required by W&FC 
because of the larger 
Heart of Kendal project.  
 
KTC can continue with the 
installation at an 
alternative location within 
the town centre, if 
desired. Possibilities:  
- Shopping Centre 

downstairs – near 
public toilets  

- Kendal Town Hall 
reception area  
 

W&FC  
Praxis  

Close out Committee resolved to 
not allocate further 
funding to project, to 
retain CIL allocation of 
£5,000 and re-visit 
viability of project 
following use metrics 
from water refill point 
installed through HoK, if 
possible. 
 
• £ 5,000 allocated 

from CIL, so will 
require CIL approval 
from Management 
committee to 
holdover. 
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E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Ref  

Project title 
and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase 

Additional Notes  

Alternative locations 
would be subject to 
approval and permissions.  

The refill station would 
require ongoing 
maintenance moving 
forwards, to be taken 
from appropriate budget 
lines. This could be 
provided by suppliers 
under a maintenance 
agreement.  

Approved 
Infrastructur
e  
 
CIL 
Allocation 
 

KTC017 Kendal Pump 
Track 
 
 

Getting 
Around, 
Supporting 
People and 
Community 
Wellbeing 

Meeting held on site with 
W&F Councillors on 
30/06/26. 

Confirmed 1 track and 
W&F procurement have 
confirmed 3 contractors 
can be invited to tender. 

Contractor, 
W&FC,  
Kendal 
Cycling Club 

Delivery  
 
 

It is anticipated that the 
contract will go out to 
tender shortly with 
evaluation taking place 
early August for work to 
commence in Sept. If 
works can’t be 
completed prior to 
November, then they 
will be delayed until 
March ’27. 

KTC020 Bus Shelters Public Realm The 2 Perspex bus 
shelters near Kirkbie 
Kendal School have been 
completed W/E 03/07. 
The remaining will follow 
shortly. 

W&FC  
Suppliers 

Delivery  Castle Circle door to 
ENW has been re-
painted by them. 
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E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Ref  

Project title 
and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase 

Additional Notes  

KTC019 Easy Travel 
Kendal 
 
 

Getting 
Around, 
Public Realm 

Bike feasibility study and 
Small-Scale 
improvements study 
underway by W&FC 
Active Travel.  

A presentation has been 
given by the Active Travel 
Team for W&F 
Councillors, and a similar 
session is being planned 
for KTC Councillors in 
September. 

Kendal 
Futures, BID, 
W&FC, EA, 
Stagecoach.  

Delivery   

Kendal Bus Station 

The painting and cleaning 
has been completed. The 
planters have been 
installed on the railings, 
initially on the outside but 
now moved to the inside 
as the buses were likely 
to hit them as they turned. 

Definition  The feedback from 
people on site has been 
really positive. 
 
Officers await further 
information as to the 
progress on the W&F 
larger project. 

Climate 
Change 
 

KTC005 Kendal Climate 
Citizens’ Jury  
 

Climate 
Change and 
Biodiversity 

Scope, including 
objectives and outcomes, 
to be scoped and PM 
procured.  

Suggested delivery 
timescale by November 
2026 – subject to 
procurement process.  

Various Review  Will go to procurement 
stage after 1 April 2026 
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E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Ref  

Project title 
and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase 

Additional Notes  

Biodiversity 
Initiatives & 
Grants 
 

 Management 
of Open 
Spaces –  
Vicarage Drive 
Land 
Mintsfeet Land  
 

Climate 
Change and 
Biodiversity, 
Public Realm, 

Ecological surveys 
scheduled for May – 
September 2026.  
Baseline ecological 
survey and habitat 
management plan 
outlining measures to 
maintain and enhance 
habitat condition.  

Natural 
Kendal 
 
‘Friends of’ 

BAU  Consider future projects 
following survey results.  
 

Cycling and 
Walking  
 

KTC011 Various 
Priority Paths 

Getting 
Around  

Report Provided.  W&FC Various  Report Provided.  

KTC018  20 MPH Supporting 
People and 
Community 
Wellbeing, 
Getting 
Around,  
Public Realm  

20 MPH scheme 
approved for Kendal at 
South Lakeland Locality 
Board in January. 
Awaiting information on 
implementation timeline. 
6-month ‘bedding in’ for 
schemes.  
 
Delivery phase is being 
managed by Westmorland 
and Furness Council.  
 
Facilitated re-training of 
community speed watch 
group in Oxenholme in 
February.  

Progress Briefing from 
W&FC officers on 14 July 
2026. 

WAFC 
Kendal 
Cycling Club 

Delivery  KTC to consider funding 
and next steps following 
6-month ‘bedding in’.  
 
Potential match funding 
from Westmorland and 
Furness Council for 
Speed Indicator 
Devices.  
 
Subject to consultation 
with W&FC, there is an 
opportunity to identify 
the most effective 
locations for Speed 
Indicator Devices, and 
to allocate the 
necessary funds to 
support their 
installation. W&FC have 
offered to handle (but 
not fund) the installation 
and will consider a 
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E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Ref  

Project title 
and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase 

Additional Notes  

maintenance 
arrangement. 
Cllr Peter Thornton, 
W&FC’s Cabinet 
member for Highways is 
hoping to attend to 
assist with this item. 

Public Realm 
Improvemen
ts 
 

KTC021 Signage -  
 
From 
Oxenholme to 
Kendal 
(Oxenholme 
train station)  
 
 
 

Getting 
Around, 
Public Realm 

Avanti has now approved 
the 12 prints to go onto 
Oxenholme Station 
platforms, attached to the 
railings.  
 
One example has been 
printed to check on site 
before the remaining are 
printed. This will be 
checked on site on 27th 
July. 
 

WAFC,  
Avanti, 
Stagecoach,  
Lakes Line 
Rail User 
Group, 
Oxenholme 
Village 
Residents’ 
Group 

Delivery An unveiling event 
needs to be organised 
with Avanti and 
Community Rail Group. 

KTC023 Oxenholme 
Explore Kendal  

Getting 
Around, 
Public Realm  

Network Rail have 
requested a trial hole is 
completed to understand 
the width of the wall’s 
foundation, prior to giving 
approval for the width of 
the totem from the wall 
outside the subway. 

Avanti, 
WAFC, 
Lakes Line 
Rail User 
Group, Civic 
Society, 
Oxenholme 
Village 
Residents’ 
Group 
 

Definition  New project – 
2026/2027 

KTC013 Bowling Fell  
 
Phase 2  

Climate 
Change and 
Biodiversity 

The graphic designer and 
illustrator have started 
work on the viewpoint and 
historical sign. Awaiting 

WAFC, 
contractors, 
KCV, 
Historic 

Definition  
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E&H Budget 
Heading 

Project 
Ref  

Project title 
and 
description  
 

Council plan 
priority 

Progress Partners Project 
Phase 

Additional Notes  

information for the 
biodiversity sign. 

Relocation of the signs to 
near the viewpoint is 
preferred as this gives a 
better view of The Motte. 
However, permissions 
required from W&F and 
Historic England. 

England, 
Fellside 
Forum, Civic 
Society, 
Kendal 
Archeologic
al Society 

 Kendal Yards   Scope to be developed 
for 2026 / 2027 delivery 
plan.  

 Concept  New project – 
2026/2027 

 Community 
Noticeboards  

 Scope has been started, 
to be delivered at the next 
Environment Meeting. 

A grant has been received 
to support the installation 
of a Cummunity Board at 
Hallgarth. 

 Concept  New project – 
2026/2027 

Green 
Spaces  
Improvemen
ts 

 Mintsfeet 
Sports and 
Nature Hub 
 
£7,500 
allocated 
  
  

Supporting 
People and 
Community 
Wellbeing, 
Climate 
Change and 
Biodiversity 

Working group set up 
within W&FC.  

 

 

WAF, 
Millennium 
Field Trust, 
The FA, 
Sandgate 
School.  

Concept Update from Chair of 
working group on 
agenda. 
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CLOSED OUT  

Project Reference  Project Name  Date of Close Out  

KTC003 Yard 5 10.03.25 

KTC006  The Eddington Climate Hub  19.05.25 

KTC007  Dark Skies Retrofit  19.05.25 

KTC008 Cumbria Plan Bee – Solitary Bee Boxes.  10.03.25 

KTC009  Canal Head Wetland Planting  19.05.25 

KTC010 Pollinator Planting 10.03.25 

KTC012 Ivy Screening Project  10.03.25 

KTC013  Bowling Fell Phase 1  17.07.25 

 

ISSUES LIST  

Project title and 
description  

Notes  Partners 

Signage  Hedgehog signs for Hedgehogs crossing, following WAF policy development.  WAFC 

Footway Lighting  
Kirkbarrow Lane – requirements to be explored.  
 
Aikrigg Avenue now included in footpath network report.  

 

LCWIP  Officers liaising with W&FC active travel team regarding progress. WAFC 

Gooseholme ASB 
Improvements 

A range of measures agreed with SLDC following completion of bridge and flood defence 
works. To be reviewed when the EA Flood Scheme work is completed – expected 2027.  

EA  
W&F 
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Vicarage Park  
 
Previously: Collinfield 
Open Space  

Now included in footpath network report.  WAFC  
Story Homes  

Handrails Further handrail maintenance is required across a number of locations, predominantly on 
Fellside.  W&FC 

Seating at Bus Stops Ward members being surveyed for priority sites W&FC 
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Kendal Town Council 

Agenda Item 7 

Assets and Infrastructure 

Active and Requests (FY 2026 – 2027)  

E&H Budget 
Heading 

Category  Item  Approved/ Request  Progress Partner
s 

Additional Notes  

New 
Infrastructur
e  

Benches  Kirkbie Green x 2  Approved  Requests submitted for 
permission, awaiting 
responses from 
Persimmon and W&FC 
Highways. 
 
2 x benches available 
from existing KTC 
stock.   

Persim
mon  
W&FC  

Likely to be delivered in 
FY 2026 – 2027, due to 
timeframe on receiving 
permission.  
Permission is linked to 
adoption of land by 
Town Council, which is 
currently being scoped. 
 

Birchwood Close  Approved  1 x bench at Birchwood 
Close green space.  
 
Permission granted by 
W&FC.  
 
Cost collated for siting.   

W&FC 
Parks 
and 
Open 
Spaces 
and 
grounds 
mainten
ance 

Bench available from 
existing stock.   
 
Likely to be delivered in 
FY 2026 – 2027 due to 
procurement.  

Bins  Kirkbie Green x 1  Approved – completed  Completed  W&FC 
Street 
Scene  

 

Milnthorpe Road 
(Scroggs Wood) x 1  

Approved – completed  Completed  W&FC 
Street 
Scene 

Green 
Infrastructur
e 
Maintenance  

Land  Ecological Surveys on 
KTC owned land 

Approved  Work scheduled for 
between May – 
September.  
 

External  
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Agreed and Requests (FY 2026 – 2027) 

See project activity 
report ‘Management of 
Open Spaces’ for 
further detail.  

E&H Budget 
Heading 

Category  Item  Approved/ Request  Progress Partner
s 

Additional Notes  

Infrastructur
e 
Maintenance  

Railings  Low Fellside – painting 
of railings on steps.  

Approved  Site visits conducted to 
confirm locations.  
 
W&FC contacted to 
confirm maintenance 
and ownership.   

W&FC 
Estates  
 
W&FC 
Highwa
ys  
 

Previously documented 
as Sepulchre Lane 

Serpentine Road – 
painting of pavement 
railings.  

Approved   

E&H Budget 
Heading 

Category  Item  Approved/ Request  Progress Partner
s 

Additional Notes  

New 
Infrastructure Bus Shelter  Kent Lea, Burneside 

Road  Approved  
Awaiting approval of 
budget via CIL before 
process initiated.  

WAF 
Bus 
Team  

£12,000 agreed as CIL 
funding by Management 
Committee  

New 
Infrastructure Handrails Installation of handrails 

in Hallgarth Approved  Included in Small Scale 
Improvements Project.  

WAF 
Active 
Travel  

Opportunity to fund 
project when scoped a 
part of study.  

Infrastructure 
Maintenance  Handrails  

Handrails – painting  
 
Undercliff Road to Golf 
Club Lane  
 

Approved  

Requested by ward 
councillor. Location 
confirmed and W&FC 
provisionally contacted 
for permissions.  

WAF 
Assets  

Not owned by KTC.  
 
Clearence of path would 
also be required.  

 Handrails Beast Banks Request Scoping in progress 
W&F 
Highwa
ys 
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Full List of Assets and Infrastructure relating to Environment Committee  

 Quantity  Location  Maintenance  Next Required  

Benches and Seats 94 Various / mapped 

Regular checks to be 
conducted to highlight 
maintenance and repairs. 
Officers implementing new 
system. 

3 x benches on 
Stricklandgate to be 
repaired in March 2026 
due to damage.  

Bins (sponsored) 12 Various/ mapped  Managed by Westmorland and Furness Council. 
‘Sponsored’ by KTC through budget contribution.  

Boundary Boards 4 Town Entrances / Exits Cleaning and condition 
checks. 

Replacement of ‘vinyls’ 
required – condition 
checks to be completed 
March 2026.  

Bus Shelters 10 Various / mapped Maintenance underway through Bus Shelter project. 
Annual cleaning routine established. 

Notice Boards 2 Phone Box, Helmside Road Cleaning and condition 
checks. Replaced in 2025. 

New 
Infrastructure Seat Seat – at end of 

Birchwood Request    

New 
Infrastructure Grit Bin 

For footpath between 
Birchwood Close and 
Vicarage Drive 

Request    

New 
Infrastructure 

Light on 
Footpath 

FP536207 by 
Kirkbarrow Lane Request    

Infrastructure 
Maintenance Handrails 

Handrails to be painted 
near Cliff Lane – The 
Syke 

Request    
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Bolefoot Playpark, Helmside Road  Cleaning and condition 
checks  

Will be replaced in April 
2026.   

Phone Box 1 Helmside Road Cleaning and condition 
checks.  

Signs – Explore Kendal 17 Various/ mapped Current project. Vinyls being re-printed Ongoing 
cleaning routine to be established. 

Speed Indicator Device 1 Milnthorpe Road Battery replacement. 2029/ 2030 

Speed Radar Gun 1 Office Annual Calibration. September 2026  

Yard 5 – Artwork 10 Yard 5 10-year MOU.  To be monitored. 

 

Officers are migrating assets onto new asset management system beginning January 2026. Review of owned assets to be done in conjunction and 
list will be updated accordingly.  
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Kendal Town Council  
 
PROJECT SCOPE  
 
Date Created: 02/07/26 
 
Project Reference 
Number  KTC026 

Project Name  Birchwood Close Bench 

Committee Environment 

Minute Reference   
 
Project Objective 
 
To install a bench in the play area to the north of Birchwood Close.  This has been requested 
by residents of Birchwood Close and Ward Councillors. 
 
Project Deliverables   
 
Permission has been sought and obtained from the Officer of Parks & Open Spaces for W&F 
Council.  It is their request that the bench be located on a concrete plinth to avoid wear 
patches in front of the bench and damage of the bench whilst grass cutting and strimming 
takes place. 
 
A bench has been donated by W&F council, as it is being removed from Aynam Rd by the 
Environment Agency. 
 

 
 
 
Budget  
 
Officers have obtained 2 quotes for the work to install the concrete plinth, collect the bench 
and install on site after the concrete has cured.  A budget of £750 will be required.  
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Timeline – including key milestones  
 
On approval of the project, we expect the contractor to be able to complete the work within 
one month, subject to their workload. 
 
Resource  
 
The contractor will be able to complete the work, without further involvement from KTC or 
additional contractors. 
 
Risk and mitigation  
 
The contractor chosen, holds a Streetworks license and will therefore be trained on plant 
avoidance.  They must obtain utility drawings prior to works. They must submit a risk 
assessment and method statement, including how they will protect the public both during 
works and the curing period of the concrete plinth.  The contractor must also submit their 
Public Liability Insurance Certificate.  
 
All above will be inspected by KTC and forwarded to W&F for their approval. 
 
Constraints (legal / regulatory/ equipment/ people)  
 
KTC will sign a Memorandum of Agreement that we will install the bench, maintain, and 
eventually remove. 
 
Stakeholders  
 
Organisation   Main Contact  

Kendal Town Council Becca Hewitson 
Westmorland & Furness 
Council Polly Straker 

Birchwood Close Richard Sutton 

  
 
Out of Scope  
 
KTC is not responsible for the maintenance of the area in terms of grass cutting or strimming. 
 
 
Immediate actions – what is needed to get the project underway?  
 
Permission has been sought and obtained from the Officer of Parks and Open Spaces for 
W&F Council. 
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Confirmation of budget allocation 
 
Contact the contractor with the successful quote to obtain a timeline for completion. 
 
Approvals  
 
Name  Title  Signature  Date 

Officer     

Committee Chair     

Ward 
Representative     

 
Document Version  
 
Document Name  Date  Change  
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Kendal Town Council 
 
Agenda Report 
 
Committee: Environment Meeting Date: 13 July 2026 
From: Project Officer Agenda No: 7 
Description: Project KTC001 – Birchwood Close Handrail 

 

Background 

A request was received from Kirkland Ward Councillor Richard Sutton on 1 
October 2021 for the installation of a handrail along the ginnel linking 
Birchwood Close and Vicarage Road. 

The ginnel has been identified as a potential safety concern due to its steep 
gradient, particularly during periods of cold weather when surfaces may 
become slippery. Concerns have been raised regarding its regular use by 
elderly residents and other pedestrians who may be vulnerable to slips and 
falls. 

Land Ownership 

The land on which the ginnel is situated is currently unregistered. 

Officers contacted the agents acting on behalf of the original estate developer, 
Fleetwood Building Company, who provided the following response: 

“I note this land is not registered and I was under the impression that it 
had been adopted by the Local Authority many years ago when the 
surfaced footpath was installed. My clients were not aware that they own 
it; had they been aware, they would have included the footpath in the 
sale of the adjoining plot which was subsequently developed.ˮ  

Westmorland and Furness Council have confirmed that the ginnel is 
maintainable at public expense by the Highway Authority. 

It is anticipated that utility services are present beneath the ginnel, including, 
as a minimum, electrical infrastructure serving the existing street lighting 
columns. 

Quotes 

Officers have obtained a quotation for a handrail along the full length of the 
ginnel (approximately 93 metres). The quotation includes: 

• Manufacture and installation of the handrail 

• Excavation and reinstatement works 

• Associated construction activities including plant avoidance. 
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Any necessary Streetworks permits would need to be obtained through 
Westmorland and Furness Council. 

Officers have made extensive efforts to secure additional quotations; however, 
there has been a limited response from suitably accredited Streetworks 
contractors, resulting in only a single quotation being received. 

Reduced length of handrail 

Councillor Sutton's original request proposed the installation of a handrail along 
the steepest section of the ginnel only, estimated at approximately 30 metres. 

Officers are currently liaising with Westmorland and Furness Council to 
determine whether there are any design standards, safety requirements or 
liability implications associated with installing a handrail for only part of the 
route. Consideration must be given to whether a partially installed handrail 
could create an expectation of support before ending at a location where it may 
not be safe or appropriate for users to continue without assistance. 

Should this option be pursued, further work would be required to redefine the 
scope of the scheme and obtain revised cost estimates. 

Grit Bin 

A grit bin was initially considered as an additional measure to improve winter 
safety. Although a local resident had previously indicated willingness to 
accommodate a grit bin on their land, officers now understand that this 
permission may have been withdrawn. 

Officers are also seeking clarification from Westmorland and Furness Highways 
regarding winter maintenance responsibilities and whether the installation of a 
handrail would imply an increased expectation that the route remains safe and 
accessible during adverse weather conditions. An enquiry has been submitted 
under reference EI/298626. 

Community Engagement 

Once a decision has been reached, communication with local residents and 
stakeholders will be undertaken to provide an update on the outcome, the 
reasons for the decision, and any proposed next steps. 

Committee Decision Required 

The Committee is asked to vote on one of the following options: 

Option 1 – Full Handrail Installation - Approve a budget of £10,000 for 
the manufacture and installation of a handrail along the full length of the 
ginnel between Birchwood Close and Vicarage Road. 
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Option 2 – Reduced-Length Handrail - Approve further investigation into 
a reduced-length handrail covering the steepest section of the route, 
including: 

• Assessment of any associated safety, design and liability risks 

• Consultation with Westmorland and Furness Council 

• Revision of the project scope 

• Preparation of updated cost estimates for future consideration. 

Option 3 – Project Closure - Determine that the scheme is not currently 
viable due to the costs involved and the availability of an alternative, 
safer route. The project would then be presented for formal closure at 
the next Environment Committee meeting. 
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 Kendal Town Council 
 

Agenda Item 9 
 

Footpath – Priority Path Improvements 
 
Priority Paths  
 
Path Ward  Path Type  Progress status  Budget  W&FC Team/ 

Contact  
Next activity  

Collinfield Lane to 
Vicarage Drive 

Kirkland  PROW 536079 Completed in partnership with W&FC 
May 2024  

Funded by 
KTC 

 Completed 

St Thomasʼ school 
access 

Strickland   Completed by SLDC in 2023 (funded 
by SLDC) 

£ 6,420 
spent 

 Completed 

Vicar s̓ Garth to 
Vicarage Drive 

Kirkland  PROW 536045 Completed – November 2025.  £ 3,700  WAF Countryside 
Access    

Completed 

St Thomas’ school - 
Hallgarth end of 
path.  

Strickland   Path is not owned by KTC and will be 
explored as part of Active Travel’s 
Small Scale Improvement Project.  
 
W&FC Community Development also 
involved for safety issues around the 
garages.  
 
 

 Active Travel 
Community 
Development  

Small Scale 
Improvements 
Study – update 
expected in 
March from WAF 
Active Travel 
Team, still 
awaited. 

Vicarage Drive to 
Echo Barn Hill 

Kirkland  ‘Adventure 
Footpathʼ  

Work appears complete but awaiting 
confirmation from W&FC. Some 
design issues emerged after initial 
work, which required immediate 
attention. 
 
Press and communications will be 
arranged with Councillors following 
completion.  
 
 

Up to £ 
15,000  
Approved  
 

WAF Assets and 
Estates Team.  
South Lakes Housing  
 
 

Completion 
confirmation and 
communications.  
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Path  Ward  Path Type  Progress status  Budget  W&FC Team / 
Contact  

Next activity  

Riverside 
Connectivity South 
–  
 
Wattsfield to 
Scroggs Wood 

Stonecross  FP 536065  Surfacing works completed.  £ 25,000  Countryside Access   

Community payback will maintain 
vegetation from Romney bridge to 
the treatment plant as ongoing 
project. Awaiting confirmation from 
Probation Service on their request for 
equipment.  
 
Continued works are being funded 
and co-ordinated by W&FC s̓ 
Countryside Access team:  
Bellingham Road – step 
improvements inc handrail.   
Path reinforcement and surfacing – 
to join with current path at UU plant.   

 Countryside Access   

Riverside 
Connectivity North 

Mintsfeet  All works being funded and co-ordinated by W&FC.  

Dockray Bridge 
to Shap Road 
via Mintsfeet 
Estate/Jubilee 
Fields  

Active Travel awarding design 
contract in March, pre-liminary 
design phase expected to take 9 
months and will show scheme is 
deliverable. Funding through W&FC 
to be explored in line with design – 
rather than after.  

 Active Travel  
 

Updates 
provided by 
W&FC.  
 
Next meeting 
scheduled 17 
July.  
 
W&FC looking 
into 
communications 
for the riverside 
path and the 

Dockray Bridge 
to Railway  

Design and delivery pending solution 
to railway land crossing 

 Countryside Access  

Dockray Bridge 
to Mintsfeet 
Nature Area 
(UU/EA) 

Works undertaken by Countryside 
Access – tree maintenance and path 
surfacing completed by March 2026.   

 Countryside Access  
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Railway land 

Survey on retaining wall completed – 
remedial works required, expected to 
be completed in April.   
 
Applying for relevant permits.  
 
In talks with Network Rail for path / 
rail crossing – site meeting arranged 
between W&FC and Network Rail.  

 Countryside Access  river corridor 
vision.  

Railway Bridge 
to Skate Park  

Beezon Fields completed by EA. 
Section of path not currently the 
focus, but improvements to access 
path beside the skate park is being 
considered to bring up to access 
standards. 

  

Path  Ward  Path Type  Progress status  Budget  W&FC Team / 
Contact  

Next activity  

Vicarage Park  
 
(Michaelson Road - 
Stainbank Road – 
Collin Lane) 

Kirkland  Former SLDC 
Land  
 
WAF Ownership  

Short term surface improvement 
made between Michaelson Road and 
Stainbank Road in December 2025.  

< £ 3,000  Countryside Access  Monitor surface  

Wider scale flooding issues for park. 
KTC ‘contribution fundingʼ approved 
from CIL.  
 
Westmorland and Furness Council 
Assistant Director ‘assignedʼ to lead 
on the issues initially and pull 
together relevant teams within 
W&FC. 

£ 11,000  Active Travel, Parks 
and Open Spaces, 
Flood Team, 
Countryside Access 
 

 

Sparrowmire Lane 
to Empson Road 
path  
 

Strickland  PROW 536077  Surveyed by W&FC s̓ Countryside 
Access team, no obstructions or 
particular issues found. Feedback 
that it is difficult to know what 
improvements could be made and 
what use this path would be put to 
other than dog walking (which it is 
already suitable for).  
 

 Countryside Access Councillor 
Archibald action 
from footpath 
meeting to feed 
back to the 
Residents’ 
group.  
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Aikrigg Avenue to 
Lakes Lane Railway  
 

Strickland  PROW 536016 From Aikrigg Avenue end near 
Burneside Road. It is uneven, rough, 
waterlogged and muddy. Additional 
safety concerns of this path.  
 
W&FC Active Travel including path in 
route assessment to confirm 
suitability for improvements – 
awaiting further update from Active 
Travel team.  
 
W&FC Countryside Access team to 
add tarmacking this path to potential 
improvement projects for 2026/2027  

 Active Travel 
Countryside Access 

Awaiting 
updates from 
W&FC.  
 
Next meeting 
scheduled for 
July.  

Briarigg/ Hawthorn 
Gardens, through 
open space and 
alongside playpark  

Strickland Permitted 
footpath, not 
PROW.  

Uneven surface in places, between 
two tarmacked path ends. Poor 
surface during wet weather, muddy. 
 
Poor quality resident interventions 
worsening surface. 
 
 

 WAF Parks and 
Open Spaces team. 

Committee have 
allocated budget 
up to £5,000 
from the 
Footpath 
budget. 
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New Footpath Request   

Path  Ward  Path Type  Concerns  Prioritisation  Comments  

Ford 
Terrace to 
Wattsfield 
Road 

Kirkland/ 
Stonecross 

District 
council public 
space 

Becomes muddy and 
sticky after rain 
 

Route to school for Wattsfield 
Road area residents 

Links to PROW network and 
potentially LCWIP/Riverside 
connectivity 
 

Castle 
Stores to 
Castle Walk 

Castle District 
council public 
space 

Becomes muddy and 
sticky after rain 
 

Route to shops without crossing 
roads. 

Runs parallel with existing Highway 
pavement on opposite side of road. 
Could be seen to be in two 
sections. 

 

Prioritisation criteria: school proximity / route to school, biodiversity potential, accessibility intervention need.  

Committee Decision: The committee is asked to agree on the prioritisation of the new footpath request, and if approved, add to ‘activeʼ list. 

Background  

Kendal Town Council are allocating funds to improve the Footpath Network across Kendal.  

Our ambitions are to improve connectivity and routes to school, as well as encourage the modal shift away from using cars for local journeys.  

Activity to date:  

- 2022 - Footpath Audit: mapping and photographs of footpaths in Kendal estates (August / September) 
 
 ‘Kirkbarrow Connectionsʼ – Kirkbarrow (and schools – Vicarage Park & Dean Gibson) 
 Collinfield  
 Hallgarth 
 Heron Hill 
 Rinkfield 
 Kendal Parks 
 Sandylands  
 Strickland 

 
- 2023 - 6 Priority Paths agreed following the footpath audit – using prioritisation criteria:  
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 School proximity  
 Biodiversity potential  
 Requirement for accessibility intervention 
 Scale of intervention  
 Councillor request  

 
- 2024 – 2 paths completed, 2 paths added to the priority list.   
- 2025 – 2 further paths completed 
- 2026 – expected 2 further paths completed at least  

 

Process for footpaths  

Our preferred solution is to partner with WAF, with KTC providing the funds and WAF using their contractors and schedule to complete the work. 
This requires:  

- Confirmation of land ownership.  
- Engagement of WAF Officers.  
- Explanation and agreement of the required work - providing visuals, conducting a site visit as required.   
- Gathering preliminary quotes, if required (to be sent on to WAF for procurement and contracting)  
- Scheduling work with WAF based on availability – suggestions can be made based on optimal times of year etc.  
- Arrangement of funds from KTC to WAF.  
- Updates on the work and progress – regular meetings with WAF where possible  
- Following completions – photography and publicity.  

 

Identification of Footpath / Responsible team at WAF:  

Type of path  Explanation  Land Owner  Team  Contact  

Public Rights of Way (PROW)  Unsurfaced footpaths 
designated as PROW  Westmorland and Furness  Countryside Access 

Team  

Helen Brown  
 
Hazel Wainright 
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Unsurfaced footpaths  Non-PROW   Westmorland and Furness  Assets Team  Matt Messenger  

Surfaced Footpaths   Westmorland and Furness  Highways  Helen Karaaslan  

Privately Owned   Individual Owners    

Unregistered      

 

Additional stakeholders: Active Travel (WAF), Community Development (WAF) + path specific stakeholders i.e. United Utilities.  

 

Budget  

 Total Budget (£)  Available Budget (£) 
–   

Source   Comments 

‘Kirkbarrow 
Connectionsʼ  31,700 11,000 CIL Allocation + Cllr Contributions  

Cllr contributions funded Vicarage Drive 
to Vicars Garth.  
 
Next path - Vicarage Drive to Echo Barn 
Hill  

Riverside 
connectivity South 25,000  0 United Utilities Contribution  Works completed.  

Footpath Renovation 50,000  50,000 CIL Allocation 2024 / 2025 No budget spent or allocated.  

Footpath Design – 
Mintsfeet 15,000  15,000 CIL Allocation 2024 / 2025 No budget spent.  

Footpath 
Improvements  20,000  17,500 CIL Allocation 2025 / 2026 

Spent used for Vicarage Park - 
Michaelson to Stainbank footpath 
improvements.  

Vicarage Park  10,000  10,000  CIL Allocation 2025 / 2026 No budget spent. 

Total Budget  £ 151,700 

Total Available  £ 104,500 
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Future Footpath Works and budget  

To enable future small scale footpath improvements works for any footpath on the priority list, without the need for additional or individual 
agenda item meetings, the committee approved limited expenditure of up to £ 3,000 with Chair and Vice Chair approval in January 2026.  

Reporting requirement:  

- The Environment Committee have a standing agenda item on Footpaths as of March 2025.  
- Ward Councillors should also be included in any planned works or issues.  
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