
Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 

29 September 2026 

Dear Councillor 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Council commencing at 7.30pm 
on Monday 5 October, 2026, for the purpose of transacting the business 
specified in the following agenda. The meeting will be held in the Council 
Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal. 

Members of the Press and Public are also welcome to attend the meeting. 

Yours faithfully 

Chris Bagshaw 
Town Clerk 

AGENDA 

Roll Call 
The Clerk will take a roll call of council members present. 

Public Participation 
Any member of the public who wishes to ask a question, make representations 
or present a deputation or petition at this meeting should apply to do so before 
the commencement of the meeting. Information on how to make the application 
is available on the Council’s Website: 
https://www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2026/03/KTC_Guidance-on-Public-Participation-and-
Recording-Meetings.pdf, or by contacting the Town Clerk on 01539 885430. 

Presentation 
There will be a short presentation by Andrea Aldridge on the work of Manna 
House. 
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1. Apologies 
To receive and accept any apologies. If accepted, apologies will be considered 
to be for reasons approved by the Council under the terms of Local Government 
Act 1972, s85. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
To receive declarations by Members of interests in respect of items on this 
Agenda. 
 
In accordance with the revised Code of Conduct, Members are required to 
declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) or Other Registrable Interests 
(ORIs) which have not already been declared in the Council’s Register of 
Interests. Members are reminded that it is a criminal offence not to declare a 
DPI, either in the Register or at the meeting. In the interests of clarity and 
transparency, Members may wish to declare any DPI which they have already 
declared in the Register, as well as any ORI.  
 
3. Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 
To consider whether there are any agenda items during consideration of which 
the press and the public should be excluded. 
 
4. Minutes of Last Meeting (pages 4-6) 
To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 27 July 2026 and to authorise the 
Chair to sign them as a true record. 
 
5. Minute Action Sheet (page 7) 
To consider a report on actions taken by officers on resolutions or 
recommendations made at previous meetings. 
 
6. Town Crier 
To make a presentation to Richard Matthews on his formal retirement as the 
Town Crier. 
 
7. Mayor’s Communications and Announcements (page 8 to 9) 
To receive a report from the Mayor and Deputy Mayor on recent activities and to 
hear any announcements. 
 
8. Reports from Council Representatives 
To receive a brief report from Cllr Falshaw as representative to Kendal Dementia 
Action Alliance, as well as any other reports from Council representatives to 
outside bodies. 
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9.  Community Resilience Project 
To receive a verbal report from the Resilience Officer on the work of KTC’s 
Community Resilience Project, including the upcoming Resilience Week. 
 
10. Reports and Minutes from Committees (pages 10 to 58) 
To receive the draft minutes from the following Committees (may be received 
en-bloc): 
 
(a) Culture & Communities Committee on 21 September 2026  
(b) Kendal in Bloom on 21 July 2026 
(c) Audit Committee on 20 July 2026 
(d) Management Committee on 14 September 2026 
(e) Planning Committee on 27 July, 17 August and 7 September, and 21 

September 2026 
(f) Environment Committee on 13 July 2026 and 7 September 
 

The Mayoralty & Heritage Committee on 28 September 2026 and the 
Planning Committee’s meeting on 5 October 2026 were too late to be 
included in this agenda and their minutes will be presented at the next 
meeting of the Council. 
 
No Allotment Committee meetings have been held since last Full Council. 

 
To receive verbal reports from the Council’s Committees. Committee chairs are 
invited to give a brief account of their Committees’ recent activities, if applicable. 
 
11. Schedules of Payments (pages 59 to 60) 
To receive the schedules of payments for July and August 2026. 
 
PART TWO 
It is likely that the following items will be considered following a resolution to 
exclude the press and the public, due to the content being of a confidential 
nature, disclosure of which would be prejudicial to the public interest, or another 
special reason stated in the resolution. Issues raised by verbal update will not 
require the Council to decide to do anything other than to timetable an issue for 
a future agenda, or to assist the Clerk on decisions or actions which have been 
delegated to the Proper Officer. 
 
12. Employment and Staffing Matters 
To receive a verbal report from the Town Clerk on any staffing matters requiring 
the Council’s consideration and guidance. A separate report on this matter may 
be circulated to members.  
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Minutes of a meeting of Kendal Town Council held in the Council Chamber at the 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal, on Monday, 27 July 2026, at 7.30pm. 
 
G Archibald Apologies L Hendry Present 
B Bisby Apologies E Hennessy Present 
A Blackman Present H Ladhams Present 
S Blunden Apologies S Long Apologies 
J Brook Apologies T Martland Apologies 
D Brown Present D Rathbone Present 
S Coleman Apologies C Russell Present 
J Cornthwaite Present M Severn Absent 
J Dunlop Present K Simpson Absent 
L Edwards Present G Supka Present 
R Edwards Present  R Sutton Present 
D Evans Absent K Teasdale Present 
S Falshaw Present P Thornton Present 
A Finch Apologies G Tirvengadum Apologies 

 
In attendance: Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk), J Lomax (Acting Deputy Town 
Clerk) 
 
Public Participation  
Helen Watson-Moriarty provided a short presentation on the work of the 
Lancaster Canal Regeneration Partnership. Helen highlighted progress on the 
Towpath Trail between Kendal and Lancaster, and drew attention to the Five 
Miles with Smiles campaign.  
 
25/2026 Apologies 
Resolved: To receive and accept apologies for absence from Cllrs Archibald, 
Bisby, Blunden, Brook, Coleman, Finch, Long, Martland and Tirvengadum. 
 
26/2026 Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were raised under this item. 
 
27/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 
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Meetings Act 1960)  
No exclusions were considered. 
 
28/2026 Minutes of Previous Council Meeting 
Resolved: To receive the minutes of the Council held on 1 June 2026 and to 
authorise the Chair to sign them as a true record. 
 
29/2026 Minute Action Sheet 
The Council considered the notes on the Minute Action Sheet. There was a 
discussion around the timeframe of actions on the Minute Action Sheet. 
Resolved: To note the Minute Action Sheet. 
 
30/2026 Mayor’s Communications 
The Mayor reported on her recent activities. These included hosting the 
Buddhist Group of Kendal in the Mayor’s Parlour, attending the Great Big Green 
Week Garden Party at Kirkbie Green, and Westmorland County Agricultural 
Society’s Farm Open Day at Heaves Farm in Levens. The Deputy mayor reported 
that she had been honoured to attend the opening of Kendal Pride, along with 
attending other events including the Student End of Year Art Exhibition at Kendal 
College. 
 
31/2026 Reports from Council Representatives 
Cllr Hendry provided a report on the Lancaster Canal Regeneration Partnership. 
Resolved: To accept the report. 
 
32/2026 Minutes from Committees 
The Council was presented with minutes from recent meetings of the Council’s 
standing committees, details of which are provided below. Committee chairs 
were further provided an opportunity to provide a brief account of their 
committee’s recent activities. 

a) Mayoralty and Heritage: Cllr Russell drew attention to issues facing Kendal 
Museum. 
 

b) Audit Committee: The Chair noted that there are vacancies on the 
Committee and would welcome new members. 
 

c) Environment Committee: The Clerk provided an update on the 
refurbishment of the Kendal ‘totems’. Councillors commented on the high 
quality of this year’s Civic Planting. 
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Resolved: To note the reports and receive and accept the minutes. 
 
33/2026 Schedules of Payments 
The Council received the schedule of payments for May and June 2026. The 
Clerk drew attention to payments for the Castle Street bus shelter, consultancy 
costs relating to the Town of Culture bid, footpaths improvements, recruitment 
costs for new members of staff, and the cleaning costs for Kendal Bus Station. A 
member asked about the cost of two gazebos, which the clerk explained were 
for outdoor events. 
Resolved: To note the schedules of payments. 
The meeting closed at 9.07pm. 
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Ref. No. Meeting Date Minute No. Title Action (Resolution) Officer 
Responsible

Deadline, if 
any

Date 
Actioned

Comments

5 31/07/2023 40/2023 Civility and Respect 
Pledge

To sign up to the Pledge from 
the National Association of 
Local Councils, however, to 
pass on to the Management 
Committee consideration of 
the statements and any steps 
required, including any 
changes that may be required 
to the Council’s Code of 
Conduct, with input to be 
sought from all Members.

CB 07/05/2026 
now altered 
to October 
2026

Several 
points 
ongoing

Working (Task & Finish) 
group established by 
Management Committee 
and process being scoped. 
This has incorporated 
issues around equality and 
diversity from elsewhere. 
The aim will be for the 
Council to sign the Pledge 
at its annual meeting in 
May.

29 12/05/2025 Presentatio
n 12 May 
2025

Dementia Awareness To look into the matter of 
Kendal as a Dementia 
Friendly Town.

CB Sep-26 In progress To be considered by Culture 
and Communities 
Committee as agenda 
space allows

Agenda Item No.5 - Full Council - Minute Action Sheet - as at 20 July 2026
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Kendal Town Council 
Council –5 October 2026 – Agenda Item No.6 
Mayorʼs Engagements 21 July 2026 – 27 September 2026 
 
Mayorʼs Engagements  
 

Monday 10th 
August 2026 

11:00 - 
13:00 Family Fun Day 

Kendal West Family 
Hub (Grounds of St 
Thomas' Primary 

School) 
Sunday 30th 
August 2026 13:30 Barrow Civic Sunday Barrow Town Hall 
Saturday 5th 
September 

2026 
10:00 - 
12:00 U3a Charity Event 

Kendal Leisure 
Centre 

Tuesday 8th 
September 

2026 
10:00 - 
14:00 

Official Opening of 
Whins Farm 

Whins Farm, Low 
Gill 

Tuesday 8th 
September 

2026 
18:30 - 
20:00 

Prize Giving for Kirkbie 
Kendal School 

Westmorland Hall, 
Kendal Leisure 

Centre 
Wednesday 

9th September 
2026 09:00 

Westmorland County 
Show Crooklands 

Saturday 12th 
September 

2026 09:50 Opening of Book Fair Kendal Parish Hall 
Sunday 20th 
September 

2026 
12:00 - 
16:00 

450th Anniversary 
Summer Fete Abbot Hall Park 

Tuesday 22nd 
September 

2026 19:00 
Kendal Civic Society 

Members Evening Castle Street Centre 
Saturday 26th 

September 
2026 TBC 

Opening Natural Kendal 
Festival Kendal 

Saturday 26th 
September 

2026 
18:00 - 
21:00 Civic Reception Town Hall 
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Deputy Mayorʼs Engagements  
 

Wednesday 
16th 

September 
2026 10:00 

Dementia Awareness 
Day 

Beetham Garden 
Centre  

Tuesday 22nd 
September 

2026 19:00 
Kendal Civic Society 

Members Evening Castle Street Centre 
Saturday 26th 

September 
2026 

18:00 - 
21:00 Civic Reception Town Hall 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Culture and Communities Committee held on 
Monday 21 September 2026, at 7.30pm, Council Chamber, Town Hall, Kendal. 
 
Cllr L Edwards (Chair) Present Cllr H Ladhams Present 
Cllr R Edwards Apologies  Cllr S Long Apologies 
Cllr S Falshaw Present Cllr C Russell  Present 
Cllr E Hennessy (Vice 
chair) 

Present  Cllr P Thornton Apologies 

One Vacancy     
 
In attendance: Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk), Ben Unsworth (Democratic 
Services Assistant), Tom Rumsey (Resilience Officer), and two representatives 
of Torchlight. 

Public Participation: 
The Committee heard a presentation from Annette Ritson and colleagues on the 
developments of Torchlight 2027. They explained they had taken the decision to 
pause Torchlight in 2026: lack of volunteers and lesser financial support. It was 
also explained that they were now a CIC and that a KTC investment would be 
beneficial to many areas of their future plans: community evidence, BID writing, 
skills training for core team, promotion, and expert support from a festival 
producer. They said that they were lucky the event still existed post-Covid 19, 
and expressed a desire to rebuild the foundations of Torchlight during this fallow 
year, to create a sustainable 5-year financial plan going forwards, and to better 
define volunteer roles in order to get people involved. Their clear outputs are 
four-fold: written report showing community evidence, a stronger funding 
pipeline, creation of a promotional film, and a 2027 event plan. 
Councillors discussed the investment breakdown, questioning how changes in 
the social landscape would affect the event, whether positive responses to 
Torchlight’s return equates to volunteers actually signing up, and whether 
changes in Torchlight’s committee have affected matters. In response, it was 
explained that there have been massive educational changes in regard to 
extracurricular activities, that lately the relationship between Kendal College and 
Torchlight has been very strong, and that committee changes will not affect 
developments such as developing sponsorship packages. 

CC11/2026 Apologies 
Resolved: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Long, R Edwards, 
and Thornton. 
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CC12/2026 Declarations of Interest 
Councillors Ladhams, Falshaw, and Russell noted that they had notable interests 
in either Torchlight or Natural Kendal and agreed that they would renege and 
leave the room during discussions of these. 

CC13/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960) 
There were no excluded items on the agenda. 

CC14/2026 Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
Resolved: To receive the minutes from the meetings on 8 June 2026 and to 
authorise the Chair to sign them as a true record. 

CC15/2026 Minute Action Sheet 
The Committee discussed the minute action sheet and noted that the Town of 
Culture items could now be removed. They also asked that a planning meeting 
be arranged prior to the November meeting in order to streamline the budget 
process, and to eventually create a central events group instead of having so 
many disparate working groups. 
Resolved: To note the actions in the report. 

CC16/2026 Kendal Torchlight 
Cllrs Ladhams and Russell reneged from this discussion due to a conflict of 
interest.  
The Committee debated whether the event was a sustainable as the 
presentation suggested, also raising concerns over getting volunteers involved. 
However, the recent CIC status was noted and it was suggested that this could 
open other funding options for Torchlight. A decision was reached to give 
Torchlight half of their requested funding: £5,000. It was decided that the other 
£5,000 would go back into the general reserves to avoid unnecessary council 
tax alterations. 
Resolved: To note the report and to give Torchlight £5k in grant money. 

CC17/2026 Community Resilience 
The Resilience Officer overviewed his report, giving Councillors 2 handouts: one 
with a Councillor Reference Guide with the hope that comment would be 
forthcoming before Full Council, and one with a provisional programme for the 
upcoming resilience week between 17-24 October. Explained also was that in 
the longer term communications with other parishes, such as Natland, are 
ongoing so the project’s connectivity can be assured. The next step is 
discussion of resilience with other places in the catchment area of the River 
Kent. The support of David Taylor at the British Red Cross was noted and it was 
made clear that the future evolutions of comms, especially with a government-
led resilience project imminent, was a priority. Another future hope is that the 
growing reserve of volunteers would form a network. 
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Also noted was that there is now the option for an extra two years’ funding for 
the resilience project and the Committee agreed that this funding should be 
sought as developments so far have been very fruitful. 
Resolved: To note the report and for Councillors to provide feedback before Full 
Council on 5 October. 

CC18/2026 KTC Events  
The Committee discussed the Events and Civic Officer’s report, commending the 
Fete held on 20 September 2026 and expressing a desire that it continue in 
future years. It was noted that the event could be streamlined better and this 
year was a slight learning curve. The heritage open days were also praised, 
noting that the Romney collection ought to be utilised more since it has historical 
importance and value. The Civic Reception on 26 September was also noted. 
Resolved: To note the report. 

PART TWO 
Members voted to exclude the Press and Public for the following items of 
business due to the confidential nature of the discussion.  

CC19/2026 Festival Grants 
Applicant Requested Grant awarded Comments 

1 
Charity 
Christmas Tree 
Festival 

£ 2,500 £500 
 

2 Prism Arts £ 5,000 £750 
 

The Committee was split 
between £500 and £1,000, 
and so a middle ground was 
found. 

3 Kendal & 
District Lions £5,000 £2,500 

Cllr Falshaw reneged from 
this discussion due to a 
conflict of interest. 
It was noted that the event 
supports the Council’s aims 
to be inclusive, however it 
was not fully Kendal-based. 

4 Kendal Pride £5,000 £5,000, for 
only one year. 

This is only for this year. 
They must come back next 
year to re-secure funding. 

5 Natural Kendal £5,000 £3,000 

Cllrs Russell and Falshaw 
reneged from this discussion 
due to a conflict of interest. 
It was queried how the nature 
of the organization has 
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drifted away from “putting 
stuff in the soil” and noted 
that participants part-fund it 
already. On account of it only 
being a 1-day event, and the 
event being only a week 
away, it was doubted how 
useful any KTC funding 
would actually be. 
Additionally, the Committee 
was deeply critical of Natural 
Kendal’s inability to meet 
application deadlines, 
especially without physical 
feedback on what the 
organisation has achieved.  

Total  £20,500 £ 11,750 

Remaining Budget: £6,675. 

Resolved: To note the report and further the relevant grants. 

CC20/2026 Community Grants 
Resolved: It was midway through this agenda item that the Committee voted to 
suspend item 3X of the Standing Orders, and to allow a further fifteen minutes 
for the Committee to conclude its business. 

Applicant Requested Grant awarded Comments 

1 Netherfield 
Bowling Club £ 2,500 £500 

On account of Kendal having 
multiple bowling clubs, the 
Committee felt one shouldn’t 
be awarded more than they 
could also award others.  

2 With Singing in 
Mind £ 500 £500 

 
 

3 Kendal SRC £4,800 £500, for only 
one year. 

W&FC funding has already 
been granted to them, so it 
was felt much less was 
needed from KTC, especially 
as this Committee had never 
been approached for that 
capacity before. They must 
come back next year to re-
secure funding. 
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4 Cumbria Opera 
Group £400 £400  

5 
Kendal 
Community 
Theatre 

£1,500 £1,000 

The Committee considered 
this investment to be 
extremely good value for 
money. 

6 Screen Savvy 
Kids £4,993 £500 

As they’re hardly Kendal-
focused, and there was some 
confusion by Councillors over 
the exact nature of the 
applicant’s work, only a token 
gesture was thought 
possible. 

7 Waste into 
Wellbeing £5,000 

£3,000 for this 
year, £5000 
per annum for 
the next two 
years. 

Prolonged support of this 
applicant was heavily 
emphasised, and it’s only less 
money available this year that 
precludes them from getting 
their full request. 

8 Kendal Concert 
Band £500 £500  

9 South Lakeland 
Hydrotherapy £2,500 

£1,000 for each 
of the three 
years. 

As it isn’t a Kendal-focused 
function but an area-wide 
one, it was decided less 
funding should be available. 

10 
Westmorland 
Youth 
Orchestra 

£5,000 £1,000, for only 
one year. 

This is only for this year. 
They must come back next 
year to re-secure funding. 

11 Hester 
Harrington £500 £350 Past support by KTC was 

considered. 

12 Kendal Air 
Cadets £1,500 £1,000 

As it is a one-off event rather 
than something with 
longevity, the Committee 
decided the full grant 
shouldn’t be awarded. 

13 Lakeland Arts £2,446 £1,000  

14 Eddington 
Kendal CIC £5,000 £2,500 

There was a question over 
whether KTC was just 
funding running costs, but 
overall it was deemed a 
worthwhile investment, 
especially since it has 
received council support 
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from the outset and it also 
supports other notable 
organisations. 

15 First 
Responders £1,500 £1,500  

16 Wave Forward £5,000 £3,000 

Past support by KTC was 
noted, and it was 
commended on the reach of 
its mental health support. 

17 The Cyclery at 
The Eddington £495 £250  

18 
Hallgarth 
Residents 
Association 

£720 £720  

19 
Kendal 
Windows on 
Art 

£495 £495  

20 Ragtag Arts £5,000 £0 

Given the price charged by 
Ragtag, the Committee 
deemed extra funding 
unnecessary. 

21 Mitzvah Day £3,870 

WITHDRAWN 
Will be 
reapplied in 
January 

Application conditions not 
met. 

Total  £54,219 £19,715 

Remaining Budget: £1,285 

Resolved: To note the report and further the relevant grants. 

CC21/2026 Newsletter and Publicity 
It was decided to publicise the grants and events mentioned previously in the 
meeting. 
Resolved: To note the officers’ actions and then to progress the items where 
stipulated. 
 
The meeting concluded at 9.43pm. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Kendal in Bloom Committee held on Tuesday, 21 
July 2026, at 6pm in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal. 
 
Kendal Town Council Members Co-optees 
Cllr A Blackman (Chair) Present Caroline Stuart-Smith (Horticare) Present 
Cllr D Brown  Present Toni Yates (Kendal Civic Society) Present 
Cllr E Hennessy  Present  
Cllr L Hendry  Present  
Cllr R Sutton (Vice-Chair) Apologies  

 
In attendance: Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk), and Janine Holt (Council Services 
Manager), Ben Unsworth (Democratic Services Assistant – Temporary). 
 
B1/2026 Apologies 
To receive and accept the apologies from Cllr Sutton. 
 
B2/2026 Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were raised. 
 
B3/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960) 
There were no excluded items on the agenda. 
 
B4/2026 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Resolved: To receive and accept the minutes of the previous meeting of this 
Committee held on 21 April 2026 and to authorise the Chair to sign them as a true 
record. 
 
B5/2026 Minute Action Sheet 
The Committee discussed the actions taken by officers, mainly focusing on items 
B26/2025, B27/2025, and B29/2025, commenting on the works needed to be done 
on grot spots such as Blackhall Road, the work which the EGO can undertake once 
he has started, and the pressure on staff time. 
 
The Committee then suggested that an informal working group to assist with litter-
picking might be fruitful, and as such that the creation of a WhatsApp group where 
organisation of this could take place would be useful. Concerns were raised on 
account of past issues, however Cllr Hennessy volunteered to manage this group 
assuming there was no issue of optics in the public eye. 

Full Council 5 October 2026 Page 16 of 60



 
It was decided to defer discourse on the allocated £2,000 to the next meeting instead 
and then requested that despite not hosting the Cumbria in Bloom Awards 
Ceremony a mayoral or KiB invite is still desired. 
 
Resolved: To note the report and place the discussion of the £2,000 on the next 
agenda. 
 
B6/2026 Review of Spend against Budget 2026/27 
The Committee noted no particular advances in the Spend against Budget, however 
suggested that a report from the Projects Officer would be beneficial. Additionally, 
the Council Services Manager reported that she was still awaiting some bills on civic 
planting.  
 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
B7/2026 Review of Spend against Budget 2026/27 
The Committee received a report from the Council Services Manager on civic 
planting. It was noted that services had been delivered on time despite loss of staff, 
including the positive work at the bus station. The involvement of Cath’s Plants was 
commended. They suggested that deadheading and a solution to the problem of the 
planting on Highgate be a future priority, and that the baskets could be phased out in 
place of bedding next year. 
 
The upcoming start of the EGO was commended and the Committee requested that 
he be present at the next meeting. Also commended was the work of the Council 
Services Manager. 
 
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on the Heart of Kendal project, including that 
consultations over areas like Finkle Street and Market Square are ongoing, and that 
the W&FC stewardship over the tree pits in the town centre is considered a priority. 
The Committee then queried whether more inclusive mowing of Summerfell Gardens 
could also be prioritised. Additionally, they noted the initiatives taken by the 
Environment Committee, including the footpath surveys, and were positive about 
these developments. 
 
Resolved: To note the reports and to include this Committee’s entry for Cumbria in 
Bloom on the next agenda. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.38pm. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4ED 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Audit Committee held on Tuesday, 20 July 2026, at 6.15pm in 
the Chairman’s Room, Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal. 
 

Cllr B Bisby Absent Cllr D Evans Present 
Cllr S Coleman Present Cllr D Rathbone (Vice-Chair) Present 
Cllr J Dunlop Present Cllr C Russell (Chair) Present 
Cllr L Edwards Present   

 
In attendance: Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk), Ben Unsworth (Democratic Services Assistant – 
Temporary), and Judith Lomax (Development and Delivery Manager - Maternity Cover). 
 
A09/2026 Apologies 

No apologies were received. 
 
A10/2026 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations of interest were raised. 
 
A11/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 

There were no excluded items included within the agenda. 
 
A12/2026 Minutes of the Last Meetings 

Resolved: To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 23 June 
2026 and to authorise the Chair to sign them as a true record. 
 
A13/2026 Minute Action Sheet 

The Committee were assured that the clarity previously requested over actual/projected figures has 
now been achieved. 
 
Resolved: To note the report and the actions taken by officers. 
 
A14/2026 Budget Monitoring 2026/27 

The Town Clerk gave a report on the Council’s overall budget performance in the first 
Quarter. He explained the difference between money that has been committed (by being 
automatically generated in response to an authorised Purchase Order) and the Projected 
figures, which were aimed at indicating the likely outturn figure. The Projected Outturn 
figure at this point in the budget cycle would usually follow the budget figure unless the 
Finance Officer had specific knowledge of a likely underspend or overspend. There was 
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concern that the Finance Officer couldn’t be expected to have detailed working knowledge 
of the Committee’s spending activity, though the Clerk sought to reassure members that the 
budgeting process was much tighter than they may be remembering from previous years. 
The Clerk agreed to tighten up the procedures for the inputting of projected outturn figures, 
so that they were more transparent to the reader. 

He drew the Committee’s attention to the relationship between the Resilience project 
income, the budgeted additional spend and the funds held as a committed reserve. The 
Project funding from Defra has another financial year to run, after which the Council must 
look for alternative financial support for the project, which may include funding it entirely 
from the Precept.   

The Committee queried whether the data was sufficiently clear and whether the 
subheadings could be made more transparent. The Town Clerk agreed to see what changes 
could be made on the Council’s Finance Reporting system to improve the matter. 

The Chair led the Committee through the various committee budgets. There was some 
discussion about the role of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), and in particular the 
relative, apparent opacity in the way in which CIL which has been collected and retained by 
W&FC is allocated toward necessary projects.  
 
The Town Clerk reported that W&FC officers had recently inspected the Town Council’s 
garage, and it seemed likely that some revaluation of rents may be the result. This may 
coincide with a revaluing of office rents and Town Hall service charges. He drew the 
Committee’s attention to the HR costs, which were also likely to be under pressure, but 
members reaffirmed the value of this service. Officers have recently been on employment 
rights training.  
 
It was anticipated that the newly appointed Estate and Grounds Officer would assist in the 
replacement of the Council’s van, though with now with a hybrid rather than an electric 
vehicle as the planned specification. The next financial year would require the Council to 
begin adding to a new elections reserve, following the elections in May 2027. The Council 
will request that W&FC send out invoices for the parish contribution more swiftly than in 
previous years.   
 
There was some discussion about the problems in presenting the Environment Committee’s 
budget succinctly and meaningfully, as it often includes contributions from both revenue 
and earmarked reserves, and often reflects  
Allocated funds to longer-term projects which are being scoped. There was also an update 
on the current status of a budget previously allocated to the K Shoes collection 
 
There was some discussion on the necessity for ‘Closing out’ certain projects so as not to 
allow budget lines to be reallocated without proper re-evaluation. 
The Clerk explained how the Wainwright Award was funded, and it was noted that the 
budget line should include the value of the award, not simply the expenditure. 

Finally, the Chair drew the Committee’s attention to the way in which public realm budgets 
were reported, and suggested that officers look at ways of improving the reporting in order 
to improve the transparency for members and the public 
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Resolved: To develop a method for the recording of projected outturns which reflects the 
specific budget-holding Committee’s oversight, rather than relying on than Officers’ 
apparent guesswork. 
 
Resolved: To note the report and the comments provided by members. 
 
A15/2026 Bank Reconciliation 

The Committee noted the Bank Reconciliation statements. Queries were raised over the 
petty cash budget. The Clerk reported that Petty Cash transactions were strongly 
discouraged, so the balances were routinely very low. 
 
Resolved: To receive and note the report and to provide the previously-requested wet 
signatures at a future meeting. 
 
A16/2025 Financial Procedure Notes 

The Committee considered a report by the Town Clerk on financial procedures, though it 
was noted the report was not as extensive as he had originally intended, and that he would 
provide fuller report on further procedures next time. The process of DocuSign was clarified 
and the Town Clerk assured the Committee that KTC complies with various auditors on this. 
 
The Committee queried whether the information was pragmatic enough and whether 
personnel involved could be clarified, however it was noted that DocuSign has proved easy 
to use and is as simple as it can be, and that for a small team with reduced officers and 
resources that good progress has been made. 
 
Resolved: To note the report  
 
The meeting closed at 8:11 p.m. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Management Committee held on Monday, 14 
September 2026, at 7pm, in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, 
Kendal. 
 
Cllr G Archibald (Chair of 
Environment) 

Present Cllr A Finch (Chair of 
Allotments) 

Absent 

Cllr A Blackman (Chair of 
Kendal in Bloom) 

Apologies Cllr H Ladhams (Mayor) Present 

Cllr S Coleman (Chair) Present Cllr S Long (Rep on Kendal 
Futures) 

Present 

Cllr J Dunlop (Vice-Chair) Present Cllr D Rathbone (Chair of 
Planning) 

Apologies 

Cllr L Edwards (Chair of 
Culture & Communities) 

Present Cllr C Russell (Chair of 
Audit) 

Present 

 
Also in attendance: Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk), Ben Unsworth (Temporary 
Democratic Services Assistant); Cllr T Martland (Vice-chair of Planning) 

M12/2026 Apologies 
Resolved: To receive and accept apologies for absence from Cllrs Blackman 
and Rathbone, and then to allow Cllr Martland to deputise for Cllr Rathbone in his 
absence. 

M13/2026 Declarations of Interest 
There were no further declarations of interest.  

M14/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960) 
Resolved: Prior to consideration, to vote to exclude the Press and the Public for 
consideration of Agenda Items Nos. 8 (Kendal Futures), 10 (Forward Planning 
and Vitality Issues), 11 (Property and Office Accommodation), and 12 
(Employment and Staffing Matters) because of the confidential nature of the 
business being considered. 

M15/2026 Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Resolved: To receive the minutes of the previous meeting of the Management 
Committee held on 6 July and to authorise the Chairman to sign them as a true 
record. 
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M16/2026 Minute Action Sheet  

The Town Clerk reported on actions taken by officers on resolutions or 
recommendations made at previous meetings, including advising over the 
minute action plan process. There was a request for them to email the Town 
Clerk with the consolidated issues list. Items commented upon or queried 
included: 

Ref. 103 Property and Office Accommodation 
The majority of discussion over this was deferred until PART TWO, however the 
potential increased usage of County Hall car park, in light of W&FC staffing 
decisions, was noted. 
Ref. 127 In conjunction with Item 97 
The Committee decided, after querying the process of removing items from the 
minute action sheet, that this could be concluded for the moment. 
Ref. 131 Website 
Outside bodies will be an upcoming focus of KTC, but it was commented that in 
the interim the new Democratic Services Assistant is able to assist with several 
website duties.  
Ref. 139 Newsletter and Publicity 
Discussion of this was deferred until M20/2026. 

Resolved: To note the officers’ actions and then to progress the items where 
stipulated. 

M17/2026 Council Activity Report  
The Committee considered a report on progress made across the various 
actions. Attention was drawn to: 
1a, Development of Green Spaces 
Discussion of Sandy Meadows was deferred until PART TWO. 
1b, KTC Estate 
The Committee were informed that the Estates and Grounds Officer had now 
started work and was already greatly beneficial, one major suggestion being that 
rather than investigating the vehicles mentioned in past meetings KTC should 
instead look at different sorts of all-terrain vehicles. It was accepted that this 
rethink may cause some delays. 
1c, River Kent 
The Committee were reminded that a Himalayan Balsam group are keen to 
approach Councillors with an update/talk; they decided to make this an agenda 
item for the Environment Committee and then circulate to Full Council 
afterwards. 
1d, Litter Initiatives 

Full Council 5 October 2026 Page 22 of 60



The Town Clerk reported that there were ongoing deliberations over waste 
management, encouraging Councillors to add items for discussion. The 
Committee were made aware of Simon Raven’s volunteer group, and it was 
suggested that collaboration with them could be beneficial. 
1e, Citizen’s Jury 
The Town Clerk reported that he would circulate the ‘Fresk’ date soon to staff, 
but members too as some spaces remain. It was explained that this is an 
activity-based exercise focused on awareness and productivity, then reiterated 
that this formed part of KTC staff training anyway. 
Comments from Councillors included questions over progress with developing a 
climate strategy, outcomes from the talk with Hannah Girvan on 9 September at 
5.30pm, and how nature projects have been absorbed into those focused on 
climate change. The Town Clerk reassured Councillors of how staff training 
incorporates climate change awareness and strategies, and that the Council Plan 
will be re-assessed in 2027, with an eye on nuance and creating equal 
information streams. It was also affirmed by the Committee that W&FC 
involvement is integral in all these plans. 
2a, Civic Planting / Kirkland in Bloom 
The Committee noted updates on stewardship and the Heart of Kendal project, 
that planting was imminent, and reiterated that W&FC involvement must be 
vastly strengthened in order to keep the management and financial decisions of 
these schemes robust, feasible, and effective. 
2a, Neighbourhood Planning 
The Town Clerk reported that legislation over this has changed for the first time 
since 2012, meaning it is now a stronger material planning consideration in its 
own right. The Committee commented that, resultantly, Full Council should 
receive a briefing on this and that a timeframe should be established as soon as 
possible in order to make sure the format is clear. It was suggested that this 
could be advanced at the Planning Meeting on 21 September 2026.  
2a, Street furniture / Heart of Kendal 
The Committee discussed the principle of ownership of bus shelter estates and 
noted that a formal declaration to W&FC should be soon so that positive action is 
assured and robust infrastructure can be created. The slow progress of Heart of 
Kendal was then queried; as such, it was requested that KTC evince in them a 
sense of urgency, regarding their management of capacity issues and the 
maintenance of items such as posters, which town-wide are very outdated. 
4b, Sports and Nature 
It was noted that significant progress has been made regarding Park Run, that it 
will have an environmental benefit as Kendalians will not have to travel to Park 
Runs further afield, and that extra support from KTC will be necessary for it to 
become viable – however, this latter point was deemed unproblematic. The 
Town Clerk proceeded to inform the Committee that he intends to arrange a 
meeting between him and Countryside Access. 

Full Council 5 October 2026 Page 23 of 60



4d, Community Resilience 
The Town Clerk informed the Committee of progress with the Resilience Week 
project, to be held between 17 to 24 October, including a range of low-key 
activities at Kendal locations, providing information to residents and creating 
awareness, as well as some social media activity. The Committee were assured 
that information will be cascaded down to them and that there will be an update 
to Culture and Communities on 21 September 2026. 
5b, 20MPH 
Officers for Highways are now doing surveys. It is hoped this can be delivered 
before Christmas 2026. 
Council Audit and Administration 
The Town Clerk was very happy to inform Councillors that they had had an 
extremely clean audit, with the sole comment being about how we present the 
reserves. The Finances and Admin Officer, Development and Delivery Manager 
Maternity Cover, and Projects Officer were praised for their work. 
Resolved: To note the Council Activity Report and further the relevant actions. 

M18/2026 Budget 2026/2027 
The Committee raised concerns with the way some projected figures were 
presented; however, the Town Clerk assured Councillors that they were as 
thorough as they could be since they are only projected. He then explained that 
the new internal auditor is greatly improving budget maintenance and that 
forecasting is so far accurate. 
Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 

M19/2026 Kendal Futures 
See PART TWO. 

M20/2026 Newsletter and Publicity 
As per the deferred Ref 139 in M16/2026, it was discussed that the ongoing 
priorities are projects of the Environment and Culture & Communities 
Committees, including the Bowling Fell project, with the next newsletter due for 
release in a fortnight. 
Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 

PART TWO 
Members voted to exclude the Press and Public for the following items of 
business due to the confidential nature of the discussion.  

M19/2026 Kendal Futures 
Cllr Long gave a verbal update on the activities of Kendal Futures, including their 
interactions with the Town Team and Highways. Regarding this, she then 
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expressed that knowing the timescales and creating designs which echo one 
another are their greatest priority. It was noted that KF will attend a meeting on 
15 October 2026 in the hopes of gaining MP Tim Farron’s support with their 
project. The Committee suggested raising some of the updates given in this 
update at the upcoming W&FC Cabinet Meeting as well. 
Resolved: To note the report, fully support KF, and for them to keep this 
Committee fully abreast of future developments. 
M21/2026 Forward Planning and Town Vitality Issues 
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on Town Vitality. Discussions focused on 
the multiplicity of channels available and the emerging plan of communications. 
Resolved: To note and further the relevant actions. 

M22/2026 Property and Office Accommodation  
The Town Clerk gave a verbal report in light of meeting he’d had with members 
of W&FC. The main points discussed included: property management; a new FM; 
Town Hall bookings; and allocation of resources. The Committee agreed that 
they desire bigger picture items to be the Town Hall’s current priority. 
Resolved: It was at this point that the Committee voted to suspend item 3X of 
the Standing Orders, and to allow a further half hour for the Committee to 
conclude its business. 
Councillors raised certain queries and wanted it emphasised that they consider 
the Town Hall to be the heart of the community heart. 
Developments concerning the Mintsfeet nature area/Sandy Bottoms land were 
noted, with the Committee voicing their opinions and emphasising that they’d 
like to be part of public accessibility discussions with W&FC and other 
conversations with high-impact decisions. 
Resolved: To note the verbal update and for certain Councillors and officers to 
contact W&FC. 

M23/2026 Employment and Staffing Matters  
The Town Clerk gave a short update on two new staff members: the Democratic 
Services Assistant and the Grounds and Estates Officer. He then updated the 
Committee on the status of a previous member of staff’s retirement.  
Resolved: To note the verbal update. 

The meeting concluded at 9.23pm 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Monday 27 July 2026, in the 
Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal, at 6.30pm. 
 

Cllr J. Cornthwaite Present Cllr D. Rathbone (Chair) Present 
Cllr L. Edwards Present Cllr G. Supka Present 
Cllr R. Edwards Present Cllr K. Teasdale Present 
Cllr T. Martland (Vice-chair) Apologies   

 
In attendance: Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk) 
 
Also present: four members of the public 
 
A number of members were unable to be present at the start of the meeting, so Cllr L. 
Edwards took the Chair for the first four items. 
 
Public Participation 
The Committee heard a representation from Alice Chadwick, an architect who was advising 
the developer involved in Application 2026/0503/FPA, 6 Hawesmead Avenue. She explained 
to the Committee how the application had changed since it had been previously considered, 
and many of the aspects that members had found difficulty with originally had been 
amended. This included reducing the overall footprint by 20%, setting the building further 
back from the road, relocating the garage, simplifying the materials pallet, installing swift 
bricks and improving the planting in the garden areas. 
 
The Chair thanked Ms Chadwick for taking the time to explain the development to the 
Committee, and agreed to consider the issue as an early agenda item, after item 5. The 
Minute is recorded in the main table of applications.  
 
P48/2026 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Martland. Cllr Rathbone also submitted 
apologies for his unavoidable late arrival. 
 
P49/2026 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations were made. 
 
P50/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 

There were no confidential items included within the agenda. 
 
P51/2026 Minutes from the Last Meeting 
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Resolved: To receive and accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on 13 July 2026 
and to authorise the Chair to sign them as a true record. 
 
P52/2026 Minute Action Sheet 

Following a query about prioritisation of actions in the Minute Action Sheet, the Clerk 
promised to bring a paper to Management Committee on the scope and performance of the 
Minute Action Sheets, including dealing with long-term issues. Issues relating to the Local 
Plan are recorded under the Minute relating to this agenda item. 

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 
 
P53/2026 Planning Process and Issues 

No specific issues were raised at this point other than to note the success of the Committee 
in bringing the Hawesmead Avenue development back to the Committee with amendments 
that appeared to meet the Committee’s requests.  

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 
 
P54/2026 KTC Flood Relief Scheme Working Group 

The Chair of the FRSWG ensured members were aware of the recent feature by ITV Border 
on the Aynam Road fountain relocation by the Civic Society. He noted there was continued 
frustration with the slow progress of work on Aynam Road, though the in-river platform 
works for Waterside had been successfully completed and the platform and temporary 
bridge had now been removed. Cllr L. Edwards reported that she had received an invite, 
along with other Nether ward members to a briefing on the Haweswater Aqueduct 
Resilience Plan (HARP). The Clerk agreed to review issue to consider whether the Council 
should be represented, and if so should it be restricted to Nether ward members or would 
other east-of-the-river members have an interest. 

Resolved: To note the report. 
 
P55/2026 KTC Local Action Plan Group 

The Committee agreed to hold their northern town site visit on Wednesday 5 August at 
5.30pm. The Clerk will circulate details. They also agreed to request a briefing from W&FC 
officers on the progress of the Local Plan including when the Town Council’s input would be 
most effective. 

The Committee noted the current scoping consultation from W&FC on the Local Plan, and 
commented on the timing being very inconvenient for any detailed response. It was 
suggested that two members might agree to taking a delegated response from the 
Committee, but this was not supported. The issue will be considered further at a meeting of 
the Working Group at 4pm, prior to the site visit. 

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 
 
P56/2026 Planning Applications 

See Appendix. 
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The meeting closed at 7.17pm. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Applications for Planning Committee: 27 July 2026 
 

No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

1 2026/1214/FPA Former Arnold Clark 
Vauxhall  
Garage Mintsfeet Road 
Change of use of part of 
the existing workshop 
building from car 
workshop (Use Class Sui 
Generis) to a mixed use 
development of self-
storage units (Use Class 
B8) and general industrial 
(Use Class B2) and 
alteration to the external 
appearance of the building 
with associated site works.  

Mintsfeet 6 August 
2026 

The Committee noted the 
local residents’ comments 
about the hours of business 
and the use of lighting, and 
wished them to be taken into 
consideration, but had No 
Material Objections. 

Notwithstanding concerns 
expressed in consultation 
responses from highways 
and the LLFA addressed 
elsewhere, there are no 
material considerations that 
indicate the decision should 
be made otherwise. 
 
Approved with conditions – 
of which, notably: 

1. Must implement 
guidelines set out in 
the flood risk 
assessment. 

2. Hours of operation 
are 7.00-21.30 each 
day. 

3. A scheme for the 
provision of external 
lighting must be 
submitted to and 
approved in writing 
by the Local Planning 
Authority. 

2 2026/1331/FPA 29-33 Finkle Street 
Installation of defibrillator 
and bleed kit cabinets to 
external wall 

Fell 13 August 
2026 

No material objections Approved with conditions. 

 
Full Council 5 October 2026 Page 29 of 60

https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1214/FPA
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1331/FPA


No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

3 2026/1366/HOU 4 Birchwood Close 
Front porch extension, 
single storey side 
extension and raised 
decking 

Kirkland 6 August 
2026 

No material objections, 
providing there is no issue 
with overlooking. The 
Committee would expect to 
see some biodiversity net 
gain. 

Approved with conditions. 

4 2026/1367/HOU 106 Bellingham Road 
Erection of 1.8m high 
fence adjacent to the 
highway 

Stonecross 6 August 
2026 

The Committee felt the 
proposal would be intrusive 
and out of keeping with the 
open nature of the residential 
estate. They also felt that its 
scale would be unduly 
dominant. 
Recommend Refusal  

Officer Consideration. 

5 2026/0503/FPA 6 Hawesmead Avenue 
Demolition of existing 
building and construction 
of a replacement dwelling 
with a detached garage. 

Note this is a 20% 
reduction in size from the 
original application 

Stonecross 30 July 
2026 

No material objections. The 
Committee commended the 
developer for showing 
flexibility and responding to 
initial objections on scale and 
materials. 

Approved with conditions – 
of which, notably: 

1. Within the next 
planting season, after 
the development is 
completed, five new 
trees and a new 
hedgerow will be 
planted; if any 
hedgerows/ trees die, 
are damaged, 
diseased, or removed 
within 5 years of 
planting, they’ll be 
replanted in the next 
planting season. 
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No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

2. Six integral swift nest 
bricks will be 
incorporated within 
the eastern gable of 
the dwellinghouse, to 
be retained for the 
lifetime of the 
development. 

6 2026/1385/HOU 12 Hayfell Avenue 
Single storey rear 
extension 

Heron Hill 7 August 
2026 

No material objections. The 
Committee would like to see 
some biodiversity net gain 
applied as a condition. 

Approved with conditions – 
of which, notably: 

1. In 3 months of the 
development’s 
completion, a bird 
box of a type and size 
of the applicant's 
choosing shall be 
installed within the 
site boundary. 
Thereafter, the bird 
box shall be retained 
for the development’s 
lifetime, replaced on a 
like-for-like basis as 
necessary. 

7 2026/1346/HOU 90 Vicarage Drive 
Demolition of existing 
garage/lean-to structure 
and erection of a two 
storey side extension, 
single storey rear 
extension, alterations to 
the existing front porch 
roof, and associated 
external alterations 
 

Vicarage Drive 7 August 
2026 

No material objections. The 
Committee suggests swift 
bricks be utilised to 
contribute to biodiversity net 
gain. 

Approved with conditions – 
of which, notably: 

1. Prior to the 
development’s 
completion, two swift 
boxes shall be 
installed on the north 
elevation and 
thereafter retained for 
the lifetime of the 
development. 

 

Full Council 5 October 2026 Page 31 of 60

https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1385/HOU
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1346/HOU


Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Monday 27 August 2026, in the 
Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal, at 6.30pm. 
 

Cllr J. Cornthwaite Present Cllr D. Rathbone (Chair) Apologies 
Cllr L. Edwards Apologies Cllr G. Supka Present 
Cllr R. Edwards Apologies Cllr K. Teasdale Present 
Cllr T. Martland (Vice-chair) Present   

 
In attendance: Ben Unsworth (Democratic Services Assistant – Temporary), Judith Lomax 
(Development and Delivery Manager – Maternity Cover) 
 
P57/2026 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs L. Edwards, R. Edwards, and D. Rathbone. 
 
P58/2026 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations were made. 
 
P59/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 

There were no confidential items included within the agenda. 
 
P60/2026 Minutes from the Last Meeting 

The Temporary Democratic Services Assistant made the vice-chair aware that the 
numbering on the items on the previous minutes required slightly amending. The vice-chair 
signed them, presuming these updates. 
 
Resolved: To receive and accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on 27 July 2026 
and to authorise the vice-chair to sign them as a true record. 
 
P61/2026 Minute Action Sheet 

In the absence of the Town Clerk at this meeting, clarity was requested for the next meeting 
over item 61 (which is pertinent on account of factors which include Natural Kendal, green 
corridors, etc.). 
 
Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 
 
P62/2026 Planning Process and Issues 

The Townwide Planning field trip on 5 August 2026, including the meeting beforehand about 
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the current scoping consultation from W&FC on the Local Plan, was discussed and deemed a 
worthwhile venture. It was noted that councillors were very happy to have seen sites which 
some didn’t even know existed. 
 
Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 
 
P63/2026 Kendal Town Council Flood Relief Scheme Working Group 

The Committee received a verbal update from Cllr Cornthwaite. He informed councillors 
that progress was slow, however there have still been some very positive updates: the 
benefits from scouring in Gooseholme; the fencing along Aynam Road; the Sandylands drain 
diversion route. Regarding Sandylands, the Committee queried whether these works might 
interfere with the Pipeline Renewal Scheme, or vice versa, and they noted that the 
installation of an upstream basin remains under investigation. Finally, it was noted that a 
meeting with Environment Agency is in the process of being arranged. 
 
The Committee commended the publicity done for maintenance and construction. 
 
Resolved: To note the report and further the relevant actions. 
 
P64/2026 Kendal Town Council Local Action Plan Group 

The Committee discussed the Local Plan Scoping Consultation Stakeholder Document 
created on 9 August 2026, with the teamwork involved in completing it commended. 
Discussion also focused on the articulation of individual councillor’s priorities as listed on 
the document.  

Queries were raised, however, about whether the documentation is sufficient and how the 
timetable and infrastructure are handled; there was then discussion over the future 
interactions of the Committee with the Local Plan process, including the timing and nature 
of such interactions. Therefore, it was resolved to examine the timetable in closer detail at 
the meeting on September 7th, with an eye to planning future inputs in advance. A further 
suggestion was that a report on the local plan process to Full Council would be useful in 
future. 

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 
 
P65/2026 Planning Applications 

See Appendix. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.28pm. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Applications for Planning Committee: 17 August 2026 
 

No App No./ Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

1 026/1419/HOU 31 Castle Road 
Single storey side 
extension 

Castle 27 August 
2026 

The Conservation Officer’s 
objections were noted. 
Therefore, in support of the 
Conservation Officer, the 
Committee registered a 
material objection. 

Officer Consideration. 

2 2026/1444/FPA 9 Highgate 
Installation of bird netting 

Fell 27 August 
2026 

No material objections. Approved with conditions. 
 

3 2026/1462/HOU 13 Sunnyside 
Installation of an electric 
vehicle (EV) charge-point 
on the front external wall 
of the dwelling as part of 
Westmorland and Furness 
Council’s EV Pavement 
Channel Trial 

Mintsfeet 27 August 
2026 

Provided that the 
Conservation Officer’s 
comments are taken into 
account, no material 
objection. 

Officer Consideration. 

4 2026/1398/HOU 52 Gillingate 
Replace the front guttering 
for cast iron. Replace 
cracked concrete flashing 
for lead, front and rear. 
Repaint the exposed roof 
rafters and soffit areas in 
dark blue/green. Replace 
the 3 PVC windows for 
wooden sash windows. 
Replace the rear rotten 
wooden fascia board for 
new and paint black to 
match guttering 

Highgate 27 August 
2026 

The Committee noted there 
was no Conservation 
Officer’s report yet, but 
supported this proposal. No 
material objection. 

Officer Consideration. 
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No App No./ Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

5 2026/1459/FPA 
 

Outside in Cumbria, 
Beezon Road 
Change of use of soft play 
and café (Use Class E) to 
7 residential apartments 
(Use Class C3) at first 
floor and second floor loft 
level with new dormer 
windows and 4 
commercial units (Use 
Class E) at ground floor 
level with associated 
external work to form car 
park 

Mintsfeet 14 August 
2026 
(extension 
requested) 

The Committee discussed 
this item at length, partly 
because they wished to 
encourage the principle of 
residential space close to the 
town centre. 
However, concerns were 
raised over the number of 
flats within the space. Given 
the objections of Highways 
and Flood Authority, the 
Committee also registered a 
material objection. 

Officer Consideration. 

6 2026/1495/FPA 27 Castle Street 
Variation of conditions 2 
(approved plans) and 3 
(materials) attached to 
planning permission 
2026/0584/HOU 
(Demolition of a single 
storey rear extension with 
proposed replacement 
single storey rear 
extension) 

Mintsfeet 4 
September 
2026 

No material objection, in 
light of the Conservation 
Officer’s past approval. 

Officer Consideration. 

7 2026/1490/LBC Norfolk House, 9 Thorny 
Hills 
Listed Building Consent 
for the replacement of a 
single glazed timber 
window to the rear 
 

Mintsfeet 4 
September 
2026 

No material objection, 
presuming that the 
Conservation Officer’s 
awaited comments are 
positive. 

Officer Consideration. 
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No App No./ Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

8 2026/1181/FPA Kendal Leisure Centre 
Burton Road 
Installation of six air-
source heat pumps, 
together with the erection 
of a building to house 
associated M&E plant and 
a new electricity sub-
station. New air-handling 
unit installed on the main 
leisure centre roof 

Kirkland 25 August 
2026 

No material objection, 
although the Committee 
suggested that a noise 
assessment would be 
required for the air source 
heat pump, in line with other 
similar applications.  

Officer Consideration. 

9 2026/1498/HOU 52 Windermere Road 
Erection of a single storey 
rear extension and 
replacement side 
extension 

Fell 25 August 
2026 

No material objection. Officer Consideration. 

10 2026/1489/ADV Former Arnold Clark 
Vauxhall Garage 
Mintsfeet Road 
Advertisement Consent for 
the installation of 1 
internally illuminated 
fascia sign, 1 internally 
illuminated 4.5m-high 
totem sign at the site 
entrance, and 1 non-
illuminated parking 
information monolith sign 
within the customer car 
park 

Mintsfeet 26 August 
2026 

After discussing this at 
length, the Committee noted 
the hours of illuminations 
were not specified, querying 
what should be done for 
them to be controlled. 
Further concerns were noted 
at the lack of a 
drawn/computer-generated 
visual showing the design of 
the signs, including their size 
and positioning relative to the 
building.  
Unless this information is 
provided, the Committee 
opted to recommend 
refusing the proposal. 

Officer Consideration. 
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No App No./ Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

11 2026/1435/HOU 16 Hillswood Avenue 
Two storey side extension 
and single storey rear 
extension (Re-submission 
of 2025/0601/HOU) 

Highgate 26 August 
2026 

The Committee noted their 
prior comments, including the 
prior adverse comments of 
the neighbours, and 
remarked upon the overt size 
of the development.  
No material objection, on the 
assumption that the concerns 
of the neighbours have been 
mitigated to a sufficient 
degree. 

Approved with conditions – 
of which, notably: 

1. Prior to the first 
occupation of the 
extension, the ground 
floor window on the 
west elevation shall be 
permanently glazed 
with obscured glass 
(Pilkington Level 4 or 
equivalent), then 
retained and 
maintained in that 
condition at all times. 

2. Within the next 
planting season after 
completion of the 
development, the 
'New Planting' 
illustrated on the 
Drawing Existing & 
proposed site plan 
(received 15 
September 2026) 
shall be planted and 
thereafter maintained 
for no less than 3 
years to ensure a 
biodiversity net gain. 

12 2026/1509/FPA 108-110 Highgate 
Change of Use from retail 
storage space (Use Class 
E) to three one bedroom 
two storey apartments 
(Use Class C3) 

Highgate 4 
September 
2026 

The Committee raised 
concerns about whether the 
apartments are of adequate 
size. They then suggested 
that swift bricks be included 
in the design. Assuming the 
Conservation Officer’s 

Officer Consideration. 
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No App No./ Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

support is favourable, there’s 
no material objection. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Monday 7th September 2026, in 
the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal, at 6.00pm. 
 

Cllr J. Cornthwaite Apologies Cllr D. Rathbone (Chair) Present 
Cllr L. Edwards Present Cllr G. Supka Present 
Cllr R. Edwards Present Cllr K. Teasdale Apologies 
Cllr T. Martland (Vice-chair) Present   

 
In attendance: Ben Unsworth (Democratic Services Assistant), Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk), 
Clare Feeney-Johnson (Springfield), Russell Adams (Planning Consultant), and 2 members of 
the public. 
 
Public Participation: 

The Committee heard a presentation from Claire Feeney-Johnson and Russell Adams, 
concerning application 1557/FPA. They explained how the facility would be used in greater 
detail and how there was a clear need since lack of respite provision meant over 120 people 
fleeing domestic abuse were turned away last year. They also explained how this would be a 
better use for the site, given the guesthouse it previously served as was used minimally, and 
that its location would aid residents’ privacy and place them close to public transport. They 
also noted that a transport technical note has been submitted. 
 
The Councillors queried potential external changes, such as lighting and fences, but it was 
explained that these would be minimal. Additionally, the speakers explained that aspects 
such as each boundary fence were not considered in broad strokes but in isolation of other 
aspects, with efforts to preserve wildlife and prevent any brutalist architecture a priority. 
Public consultation from previous projects of a similar nature had been integrated when 
sketching this proposal. 
 
The Councillors also raised concerns in line with certain public objections, such as vehicle 
access, but were assured that there would be no shared residence entrances in order to 
avoid obstructions and that any comings and goings, including staff changes, would neither 
occur at intrusive hours, nor increase the intensity of site usage. 
 
P66/2026 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Cornthwaite and Teasdale. 
 
P67/2026 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations of pecuniary interest were made.  
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P68/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 

There were no confidential items included within the agenda. 
 
P69/2026 Minutes from the Last Meeting 

Resolved: To receive and accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on 17 August 
2026 and to authorise the Vice-chair (as he chaired the previous meeting) to sign them as a 
true record. 
 
P70/2026 Minute Action Sheet 

Further to queries on item 61 from the previous meeting, the Town Clerk informed the 
Committee that he would follow up with Planning Policy. 
 
Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 
 
P71/2026 Planning Process and Issues 

The Town Clerk notified the Committee of a briefing by Friends of the Lake District on 17 September 
2026 at 5pm. 

The Chair and Town Clerk then informed the Committee of slight changes in policies regarding 
planning officers, meaning the decisions of this Committee will be the same but the audience for it 
has changed to anonymous officers, with the process depoliticised. It was noted that material 
considerations are the paramount factor in Committee decisions, and that decisions in regard to 
design codes should be more binary, lest ambiguity or an uncertain tone be exploited. 

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 

 
P72/2026 Kendal Town Council Flood Relief Scheme Working Group 

In the absence of Cllr Cornthwaite, no verbal report was given. The Town Clerk informed the 
Committee that there was now a meeting booked in on 29 September 2026 at 5.30pm. 

Resolved: To note the report and further the relevant actions. 

 
P73/2026 Kendal Town Council Local Action Plan Group 

The Vice-chair informed the Chair (who was absent from the previous meeting) of 
discussions over the clarity of timetabling. The Chair noted these and suggested that a 
priority needs to be, re. call for sites, where the officers currently are within the process and 
keeping the Committee abreast of when they’ll report back in the public domain. 

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 
 
P74/2026 Planning Applications 

See Appendix. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.10pm. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Applications for Planning Committee: 7 September 2026 
 

No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

1 2026/1542/FPA Bainbridge Electrical 
Beezon Head Beezon 
Road 
Change of use from 
storage and offices (Use 
Class B8) to an electrical 
and panel manufacturing 
facility and offices (Use 
Class B2). External 
alterations comprising the 
infilling of existing 
openings and the 
formation of new windows 
and door openings.  

Mintsfeet 3 Sept 
2026* 

The Committee noted the 
issues which were raised by 
the Countryside Access 
Team but registered no 
material objection.  
 

Officer Consideration. 

2 2026/1562/HOU 1 Spital Park 
Single storey front and 
rear extensions 

Nether 3 Sept 
2026* 

The Committee noted the 
lack of flood risk and, 
assuming positive comments 
from the neighbours, 
registered no material 
objection. 
 

Officer Consideration. 
 

3 2026/1557/FPA The Glen Access Road To 
Houses From The B6254 
Oxenholme 
Change of use of a bed & 
breakfast (Use Class C1) 
to a ten-bedroom respite 
facility including one 
disability bedroom and a 1-
bed staff sleep-over 
bedroom (Use Class C2). 

Oxenholme 4 Sept 
2026* 

After discussing the 
presentation earlier in the 
meeting, which was 
commended for answering a 
series of questions raised by 
the committee as a result of 
neighbours’ comments, the 
Committee found no material 
objection. However, they 
suggested that officers fully 

Officer Consideration. 
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No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

Installation of gated 
access and boundary 
improvements with 
associated infrastructure 
and ancillary facilities 
 

look at the public comments 
in light of any material 
considerations. 

4 2026/1606/LBC 64 Highgate 
Listed Building Consent 
for alterations to the 
internal modern lobby 
screen to replace the door 

Highgate 18 Sept 
2026 

There was uncertainty over 
what had changed since the 
last proposal submitted; 
however, assuming the 
comments from the 
Conservation Officer are 
positive, they found no 
material objection. 
 

Officer Consideration. 

5 2026/1641/HOU 11 Sunnyside 
Installation of an electric 
vehicle (EV) chargepoint 
on the front external wall 
of the dwelling, as part of 
Westmorland and Furness 
Council’s EV Pavement 
Channel Trial 

Mintsfeet 24 Sept 
2026 

The aesthetics and 
suggestions for alternate 
designs were discussed. 
Provided the unit is 
sufficiently screened by 
greenery and the 
Conservation Officer’s 
comments are positive, there 
was no material objection. 

Officer Consideration. 

6 2026/1675/HOU 33 Rydal Road 
Erection of a single storey 
rear extension 

Nether 19 Sept 
2026 

No material objection. Officer Consideration. 

7 2026/1593/FPA Land North of Beezon 
Road Opposite Thomas 
Hardy Kendal Ltd Beezon 
Road 
Creation of a hardstanding 

Mintsfeet 18 Sept 
2026 

The Committee found the 
proposal confusing regarding 
the actual logistics, with 
concern over whether it was 
needed and whether the 
vehicle movement would 

Officer Consideration. 
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No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

area for temporary HGV 
parking to facilitate off-
road waiting and 
manoeuvring of HGVs 
awaiting access to the 
adjacent service yard 

become too excessive. It was 
suggested that better 
organisation of HGV 
deliveries would alleviate 
their problems as effectively. 
 
The Committee found a 
material objection since it 
was felt there was no 
sufficient argument for the 
need for the proposal and 
that detrimental aspects such 
as unmitigated safety 
considerations and 
biodiversity loss outweighed 
the benefits. 
 

8 2026/1648/FPA Pavement outside 6 
Highgate 
Installation of a new CCTV 
camera and column in the 
place of an existing street 
signage/ lighting column 

Fell 24 Sept 
2026 

Subject to Conservation 
Officer’s report, no material 
objection. 

Officer Consideration. 

9 2026/1672/FPA 16 Wattsfield Road 
Demolition of exiting 
dwelling and detatched 
garage and erection of a 
self build dwelling with 
integrated garage 

Stonecross 18 Sept 
2026 

No material objection, 
assuming it meets the 
biodiversity net gain criteria. 

Officer Consideration. 

10 2026/1693/HOU 5 Rowan Tree Crescent 
Rear extension & 
conversion of existing 

Nether 19 Sept 
2026 

No material objection, 
assuming it meets the 
biodiversity net gain criteria 
and, where possible, swift 

Officer Consideration. 
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No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

garage to form a utility 
room, boot room & W.C. 

bricks are included. 

11 2026/1619/SCRE
EN 

Land at Burton Road 
Oxenholme 
Request for screening 
opinion under the Town 
and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 
2017 for the erection of up 
to 165 dwellings 

Oxenholme n/a The Committee noted that 
they had no specific role to 
play in the screening opinion, 
but noted the proposal 
anyway. They suggested an 
adjunctive site – where 
flooding from building works 
when creating the Strawberry 
Fields development caused 
bogginess in the ground – 
was to be used as a 
cautionary example. 
Additionally, the Committee 
questioned whether this 
proposal fitted in with 
existing permissions when 
this site has currently been 
designated “Not for 
Housing”. 
  

Valid – “pending”. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Monday 21st 
September 2026, in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal, at 
6.30pm. 
 
Cllr J. Cornthwaite Present Cllr D. Rathbone (Chair) Present 
Cllr L. Edwards Present Cllr G. Supka Present 
Cllr R. Edwards Apologies Cllr K. Teasdale Present 
Cllr T. Martland (Vice-chair) Apologies   

 
In attendance: Ben Unsworth (Democratic Services Assistant), Chris Bagshaw 
(Town Clerk). 

P75/2026 Apologies 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Martland and R. Edwards. 

P76/2026 Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of pecuniary interest were made.  

P77/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960) 
There were no confidential items included within the agenda. 

P78/2026 Minutes from the Last Meeting 
Resolved: To receive and accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on 7 
September 2026 and to authorise the Chair to sign them as a true record. 

P79/2026 Minute Action Sheet 
Regarding item 53, the Chair reiterated his update from previous meetings, 
explaining how the decisions of this Committee will be the same but the 
audience for it has changed. It was queried whether looking at individual 
applications was still the best policy, but it was decided that as this will soon be 
the only committee looking at applications this should amplify how much they 
ensure their opinions on specific applications are accurate and informed by ward 
councillors. It was emphasised that individual comments should be more 
concretely linked to policy specifics since planning guidelines will take on 
greater importance. 
He also informed the Committee of an upcoming meeting with W&FC. 
Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 
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P80/2026 Planning Process and Issues 
An update was given on last week's WAF Strategic Planning Committee decision on the 
160-unit housing application near the Kendal Golf Driving Range. In addition to an update 
on developments near the golf course, the Town Clerk informed the Committee of work 
the Democratic Services Assistant was doing to ensure that the ultimate decisions over 
applications are included when minutes of the Planning Committee are submitted to Full 
Council. He explained as well how the Planning Officer would still keenly account for any 
decisions with the same level of public scrutiny. It was noted how officer power isn’t 
permanent and it will inevitably ebb and flow with the tides of government, hence 
policies are bound to change; this means that the long-term priorities of the Committee 
ought to be consistency, transparency, and ensuring councillors are actively aware of 
planning developments in their ward. It was suggested that AI could be used to prepare 
summaries about large or complex developments in order to prevent councillors from 
becoming victims of time limitations.  
It was then determined that, as an existing guide to what councillors can object to on 
small-scale applications was useful, a similar guide or checklist in relation to larger scale 
items would be equally useful; this should be a future training item. Furthermore, the 
Chair asked whether the Town Clerk and Democratic Services Assistant could clarify the 
exact nature of any fiduciary and pecuniary interests in the minutes henceforth. 
Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 

P81/2026 Kendal Town Council Flood Relief Scheme Working Group 
Cllr Cornthwaite gave a verbal report on the developments in Gooseholme, 
noting they were near to completion and that an on-site meeting with the 
Environment Agency, able to be attended by Councillors, was happening at Fern 
Gardens on Tuesday 29 September 2026 at 5.30pm. 
The Committee were then reminded of the first El Niño since 2015 (and the 
largest one in almost a millennium), a global climate phenomenon where a 
severe effect is increased flooding. Sealed unit defences were then discussed, 
and how the EA intends to lock them in the event of flooding. It was requested 
that Cllr Cornthwaite ask the EA what their timeline would be for the locking of 
said defences. 
Resolved: To note the report and further the relevant actions. 

P82/2026 Kendal Town Council Local Action Plan Group 
Resolved: To note make the neighbourhood plan an agenda item for the next 
meeting, due to time restraints on this meeting. 

P83/2026 Planning Applications 
See Appendix. 

The meeting closed at 7.19pm. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Applications for Planning Committee: 21 September 2026 
 

No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

1 2026/1561/HOU 3 Kirkbie Green  
Installation of solar panels 
on the north-east and 
south-west roof elevations 
with storage batteries on 
an outside rear wall under 
a covered area 

Mintsfeet 1 October 
2026 

The Committee would have 
liked better clarity over scale. 
There were concerns over 
how securely the battery 
would be stored. The 
Committee found no material 
objection, contingent on 
officers a) being provided 
with accurate photographs 
rather than uninformative 
diagrams for the specifics of 
Pvs and batteries, and b) 
being comfortable with these 
documents. 
 

Officer Consideration. 

2 2026/1480/ADV 

 

66 Stricklandgate 
Advertisement Consent for 
the replacement of 
existing fascia signage 
and hanging sign with new 
internally illuminated 
fascia signs and hanging 
sign 

Fell 1 October 
2026 

No material objection, 
presuming illumination hours 
are as standard: only within 
working hours and one hour 
either side. 

Officer Consideration. 

3 2026/1700/PASO
LAR 

 

W M Morrison Queen 
Katherines Avenue  
Prior Notification under 
Schedule 2, Part 14, Class 
J for the installation of 
297.5kw solar PV roof 
mounted system 

Mintsfeet 1 October 
2026 

No material objection. Consultation Started. 

4 2026/1716/FPA 23 Rydal Mount  Strickland 1 October No material objection. Consultation Started. 
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No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ 
Recommendations 

Status 

Variation of conditions 2 
(approved plans) and 3 
(materials) attached to 
planning permission 
SL/2022/0420 (Single 
storey side and rear 
extensions) 

2026 

5 2026/1443/HOU 3 Blencathra Gardens 
Demolition of existing 
conservatory. Erection of 
two storey rear extension. 

Oxenholme 30 
September 
2026 

The radical increase in 
property size was debated. 
Concerns were raised over 
whether developments would 
eclipse neighbours; however, 
also noted was that the 
development would be north-
facing and border a main 
road.  
No material objection was 
raised, subject to neighbour 
objections being seriously 
accounted for by officers. 
The Committee asked that 4 
swift bricks should be 
included in order to help the 
biodiversity net gain, as 
outlined in comments from 
Kendal Swifts and abiding by 
new NPPF guidelines 

Consultation Started. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Environment Committee held on Monday 13 July 2026, at 
7.30pm, Georgian Room, Town Hall, Kendal. 
 

Cllr G Archibald (Chair) Present Cllr S Blunden Present 
Cllr B Bisby Absent  Cllr J Cornthwaite Present 
Cllr D Brown Present Cllr S Long (Vice Chair) Present 
Cllr C Russell Present  Cllr K Simpson Apologies 
Cllr S Falshaw Apologies     

 
In attendance: Judith Lomax (Development and Delivery Manager Maternity Cover), Ben 
Unsworth (Democratic Services Assistant – Temporary) 
 
E22/2026 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Falshaw.  

 
E23/2026 Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Russell reminded members that he was in a leading position in Natural Kendal and 
would leave the room if any conflict of interest emerged. 
 
E24/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 

No items were excluded from the agenda. 
 
E25/2026 Minutes of the Previous Meetings 

There was a requested amendment for the wording of E12/2026, to emphasise the exact 
nature of the work done by Cllr Blunden.  
 
Resolved: With the requested amendments, to authorise the Chair to sign them as a true 
record. 
 
E26/2026 Project Activity Report and Overview 

The Committee considered the work of officers as reported and commended them on their 
efforts. They then considered:  
 
Project KTC004 Water Bottle Refill Point 
The Committee queried the wording and requested clarity on costs, asking for the Town 
Clerk to be involved in this.  
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Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
Project KTC019 Bus Station 
The Chair asked for a date to be found for the session to discuss bike racks, as the deadline 
for a decision fast approaches and the previously-agreed-upon September date has proved 
unfeasible. 

The Committee requested that ‘after’ pictures of the improved areas be circulated to 
councillors and issues over the car park staircase be added to the Town Clerk’s master list of 
desired improvements. It was then suggested that the Westmorland Gazette could be 
involved in publicising the work done so far. 

Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
Project KTC005 Kendal Climate Citizens’ Jury 
The Committee expressed concerns that the deadline may no longer achievable, but noted 
the work undertaken already and that KTC are in a good place to suggest ideas at upcoming 
meetings. It was further noted that there will be an informal discussion between W&FC’s 
Senior Manager for Climate and Nature and Town Councillors scheduled for 9 September 
2026. 

Further clarity was requested over what council funding would actually facilitate, e.g. could 
they enable nature corridors? 

Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
Project KTC018 20MPH 
The Committee were made aware of an imminent meeting on 14 July between Ruth Leahy 
and the Town Team. Concerns were raised over the legislation corresponding to SIDs and it 
was noted that a formal report from the Town Clerk would be required prior to any 
decisions. 

Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
Management of Open Spaces 
It was explained to the Committee that the ecological surveys have now been completed. 

Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
The Committee then made requests for meetings on items including but not limited to: 
Mintsfeet; the local plan; CIL usage; cycle paths; car parks; archives, age-friendliness, 
updates on SIDs (inc. What3Words locations), and Small Scale Projects. 

It was noted that Cllr Russell would lead on a meeting over archives and the museum, and 
that the Chair would lead on a meeting over Small Scale Projects. 

Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
 
E27/2026 Project Close Out Reports 
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This is a standing item and no projects were proposed for close out at this time. 
 
E28/2026 Issues List 
The Committee requested that the following items be amended or added to the Issues List: 

1. Clarity over “Seats at Bus Stops” reports in lieu of the Chair and Cllr Falshaw’s visit to 
the latter’s ward where issues such as rusty street signs were noted 

2. The addition of What3Words locations to all future projects 
 

The Chair wishes for site visits by councillors to be mentioned at Full Council, insofar as it 
stresses their importance. 

Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
E29/2026  Assets and Infrastructure  

An update was received on Kirkbie Green benches, where the Committee asked for 
clarification over the Persimmon arrangement. 
 

KTC026 
The effective nature of the infrastructure was commended. 

 
KTC001 
The Committee resolved to recommend Option 2. 

 
Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
E30/2026 Environment Budget 

The Committee considered a report on expenditure against budget in the current financial 
year. 

Resolved: To note the report. 
 
E31/2026 Footpaths 

St. Thomas’ School – Hallgarth End of Path 
It was reported that the Chair would follow up on the nature of South Lakes 
Housing’s involvement. 

 
Vicarage Drive to Echo Barn Hill 
This was discussed but no further suggestions were made. 

 
Riverside Connectivity South 
It was requested that a conclusion over the Wattsfield to Scroggs Wood issue be 
reached. The Committee queried why the £1,000 purchase of a hedge trimmer was a 
sticking point, but rejected the notion that KTC buy and then loan it  to the Probation 
service, as they shouldn’t be made responsible for its upkeep. Further queries 
included where a sum of £12,000 is shown on statements, with the Committee then 
asking that statement be circulated.  
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The Committee noted concerns over vandalism in this area, including broken glass, 
and queried how its removal would be handled suggesting Waste Services be liaised 
with.  

 
Riverside Connectivity North 
A meeting on this has been arranged, though the Committee has received no report 
yet. It was suggested that Natural Kendal arrange maps for the future and promote 
work undertaken so far. 

 
Vicarage Park (Michaelson Rd – Stainbank Rd – Collin Ln) 
No update was received, however it was noted that the Committee will see further 
waterlogging as an issue to be considered regularly. 

 
New Footpath Requests 
The budget was noted, but concerns were raised over cars traversing this area and 
how their investments would be protected. The Town Clerk’s input would be 
required to confirm the proposals and costs. 

 
Resolved: To note the report and the actions taken by officers. 
 
E32/2026 Natural Kendal 

The Committee received a report from Cllr Russell on Natural Kendal’s work to promote 
biodiversity and nature recovery across the town, with a consolidated meeting forthcoming. 
It was reiterated that one of Natural Kendal’s priorities is nature corridors, but concerns 
were raised over the boundaries between public and permissive land, with regenerative 
farming a key aspect of any plan drawn up. The Committee noted a conference on 26 
September to discuss this, and that advertisements have begun to be disseminated 
including to local schools whom it is hoped can be included in further developments of the 
map. 
 
Resolved: To note the report and reiterate Kendal Town Council’s support for Natural 
Kendal. 
 
E33/2026 Mintsfeet Working Group 

Cllr Cornthwaite presented a verbal report the Group’s ventures. Projects such as the paths 
and active travel routes proceed well and prioritise safeguarding the assets, but it was noted 
that some setbacks have occurred due to W&FC’s restructuring and so requests for 
proactivity on their part should be reiterated. The “user-friendliness” of the opportunities 
was noted and that sites appear co-operative. Other developments included that Kendal 
Town FC is now considered as the location of a 3G pitch, that a Park Run initiative 
(supported by this Committee) should be explored, with reference made to Ambleside’s 
similar initiative, and that soon achieving Breathing Water Status should be emphasised.  
 
Resolved: To note the report and emphasise the feasibility study partially funded by this 
Committee. 
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E34/2026  Items for Press Coverage and the Newsletter 

The Committee considered as items in further publicity the “20MPH” presentation, 
awareness of pernicious damage to footpaths, the issue of quad bikes, promotion of Natural 
Kendal’s efforts, Mintsfeet North Path, and Fellside volunteer planting. 
 
Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 
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Kendal Town Council 
Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD 
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Environment Committee held on Monday 13 July 
2026, at 7.30pm, Georgian Room, Town Hall, Kendal. 
 
Cllr G Archibald (Chair) Present Cllr S Falshaw Present 
Cllr S Blunden Present Cllr S Long (Vice-chair) Present 
Cllr D Brown Present  Cllr C Russell Present 
Cllr J Cornthwaite Apologies  Cllr K Simpson Present 
One Vacancy     

 
In attendance: Ben Unsworth (Democratic Services Assistant), Chris Bagshaw 
(Town Clerk), Judith Lomax (Development and Delivery Manager Maternity 
Cover), Rebecca Hewitson (Projects Officer), and 3 members of the public. 
 
E35/2026 Apologies 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Cornthwaite.  
 
E36/2026 Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Russell reminded members that he was in a leading position in Natural 
Kendal and would leave the room if any conflict of interest emerged. 
 
E37/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960) 
No items were excluded from the agenda. 
 
E38/2026 Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
As per the previous meeting, Cllr Blunden noted he was happy with the changes 
made to the meeting of 11 May 2026 to better reflect his report. 
 
Resolved: To authorise the Chair to sign them as a true record. 
 
E39/2026 Project Activity Report and Overview 
The Committee considered the work of officers and praised them on their 
efforts. They then considered, with the assistance of the Projects Officer:  
 
Project KTC016 Footway Lighting – Heron Hill 
W&FC’s approval was noted, as was the ongoing issue re. ownership of the site 
of the footpath. 
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Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
Project KTC001 Accessibility of Public Spaces 
The Committee considered the issue of metreage. It was noted that a request for 
clarification from Highways was still ongoing. The Chair expressed a desire for 
Cllr Richard Sutton and the W&FC Portfolio Holder to be kept informed of 
developments concerning this. 
 
Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
Project KTC021 Signage 
The Committee were informed that Network Rail have sent an invoice for 
£5,000, on account of supervision and management over 2 11-hour days. It was 
agreed that this was vastly exorbitant given Network Rail’s minimal involvement 
– therefore, the Committee did not accept the quote. The Committee then 
reviewed some of the workarounds being investigated, including seeking 
suggestions from the Cumbria Community Rail Project. 
 
Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
Project KTC026 Birchwood Bench 
The budget was noted. The Committee reviewed the outgoings for the project, 
which are higher than anticipated, but nonetheless deemed them beneficial and 
worth the expenditure and so agreed to proceed. 
 
Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
Project KTC013 Bowling Fell Phase 2 
It was reported that Phase 1 was completed and Phase 2 steadily underway. The 
Committee were updated on the choice of illustrations and the locations of the 
signs and viewpoint, including that Natural Kendal had been involved in wording 
the signs, with brevity as a priority. It was further noted that scheduled 
monument consent will be required from Historic England; W&FC as landowners 
have agreed to the sign location in writing, but they haven’t yet followed this up 
with a memorandum of consent. Stakeholder engagement has so far been 
positive, however further engagement is required with neighbouring properties. 
Veterans Community Working Party CIC, assuming KTC buys the material, have 
agreed to fit the required stone plinths. 
 
The Projects Officer asked of the Committee whether they were happy with 
progress thus far, whether she could take £2500, as outlined in the report, from 
the accessibility feasibility scheme (so there’s more money available for sign 
installation), and whether signs should be installed gradually, as and when 
permissions are in place. They responded that they were happy with the 
Officer’s progress, granted the £2500, and agreed that she should persevere 
with the gradual installation of signage. 
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The Committee suggested Kendal Limestone and Kendal Quarry be approached 
about purchase of the sandstone. 
 
The details of Phase 3 were briefly discussed, including that the Committee are 
still keen on accessibility being integrated, however the full details are yet to be 
confirmed. 
 
Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
 
E40/2026 Project Close Out Reports 
This is a standing item and no projects were proposed for close out at this time. 
 
E41/2026 Assets and Infrastructure  
The Committee received a verbal update from the Town Clerk. The scoping and 
in-progress elements were reviewed. A wider list is in-progress, finalised after 
Councillor input with priority status for discussion, and proceeding steadily. 
 
Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
E42/2026 Environment Budget 
The Committee were notified by the Town Clerk that the probation service’s 
request for a long pole hedge trimmer had been approved, with delivery 
occurring the week of 14 September. The Chair suggested that the probation 
service’s duties could hopefully be expanded to include other paths on account 
of this. 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
E43/2026 Footpaths 
The Committee reviewed or received reports on the following priority paths: 

St. Thomas’s school – Hallgarth end of path 
 Discussions with South Lakes Housing are ongoing.  
 

Riverside Connectivity South – Wattsfield to Scroggs Wood 
The potentially dangerous state of this path was noted. Plans to ensure 
this is a viable nature corridor with regular nature walks were also 
considered. 
 
Vicarage Park – Michaelson Road-Stainbank Road-Collin Lane 
Keeping this as a nature corridor is a priority. A feasibility study for how to 
sort a sustainable drainage scheme (SuDS). A survey from W&FC is 
awaited and Council is expected to be fully involved after it arrives. 

 
Furthermore, it was requested that officers circulate LCWIP walking network 
maps to the Committee and for W&FC to give presentations on every path (as 
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deemed to be such by KTC and this Committee). Progress on creating a park run 
was noted, as it has now been deemed viable in light of positive path 
maintenance undertaken by this Committee. Plans by park run to raise £4,000 
are ongoing. Cllr Long also informed the Committee of an investment fund 
meeting by W&FC on 9 September 2026. 
 
Resolved: To note the report and the actions taken by officers, and to circulate 
the maps 
 
E44/2026 Natural Kendal 
Firstly, the Committee received a small presentation from Terry Parr of Natural 
Kendal (NK) on a map which has been drawn up, explaining MOSPaN’s 4 
objectives and how the Open Spaces Survey has been deemed fruitful thus far. 
It was explained that biodiversity mapping was a core tenet of the map and 
efforts were ongoing to make it easily accessible to the public, not least by 
including a habitats map and suggestions for biodiversity net gain. Communities 
are to be aided in utilising this information easily. 
 
There were a few queries over the limitations of the map, but Terry assured 
Councillors that linking up nature corridors to ones beyond Kendal is a priority 
and that the map includes more comprehensive metrics than, for instance, 
Natural England’s “Magic Map”. 
 
Secondly, the Committee received a report on NK from Cllr Russell. He updated 
them on Kendal Nature Recovery Festival on 26 September, for which he 
highlighted Kendal College’s involvement and an initiative to boost young 
people’s engagement henceforth. He then discussed the National Emergency 
Briefing on 8 October, where he requested that KTC have some representation 
to talk to attendees. The Town Clerk agreed to formulate a leaflet to help 
advertise KTC’s climate change initiatives. He then informed Councillors of NK’s 
intentions moving forwards: namely, to join up nature corridors and ensure they 
aren’t interrupted by other developments, and to develop a neighbourhood plan. 
The Chair dictated that this latter point was best done in conjunction with the 
Planning Committee. Furthermore, it was suggested that KTC adopt a document 
advising Councillors on how to protect nature corridors, with reference to other 
towns’ similar initiatives.  
 
It was also requested that W&FC pay £1 to United Utilities to take over Sandy 
Bottoms Land, for which officer input would be required. 
 
The Chair firmly requested that Natural Kendal create a budget proposal in time 
for the next meeting, so future budgets can be available to continue their 
positive work. 
 
Resolved: To note the reports, for the Town Clerk to formulate a leaflet to 
advertise KTC’s climate change activities, and to reiterate Kendal Town 
Council’s support for Natural Kendal. 
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E45/2026 Mintsfeet Working Group 
In the absence of Cllr Cornthwaite, no update was possible. 
 
E46/2026 Committee Priorities and Local Ward Infrastructure 
The Chair reminded the Committee that he and Cllr Falshaw had done 
walkarounds of their wards and encouraged other councillors to do the same. 
The Town Clerk then informed the Committee that he was still waiting for an 
update on the land at Kirkbie Green from Bob Gibbs. 
 
Resolved: To note the report and further the relevant comments. 
 
E47/2026  Items for Press Coverage and the Newsletter 
The items discussed in the meeting were all mentioned for potential inclusion in 
the newsletter; officers informed the Committee that their plan to drip-feed 
information into the newsletter was thus far successful. It was noted that 
headshots of councillors at sites remained outstanding. 
 
Resolved: To note and further the relevant comments. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.11pm. 
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July 26 Payment Schedule

Date Paid Details Amount Paid

01/07/2026 Waterplus Allotment Water £34.04

01/07/2026 B & Q Weed Killer £17.50

01/07/2026 Screwfix Allotment/Project £110.52

02/07/2026 Royal Mail Postage £8.50

02/07/2026 Gifts - Mace Bearer Gifts Richard Mace £26.53

06/07/2026 Barclays Bank Bk Charges July £8.50

07/07/2026 Mr Fitzpatrick's Ltd Refreshments Events £14.83

07/07/2026 Tony Wood Maintenance Watering Contract £571.43

08/07/2026 Royal Mail Newsletter Distribution £1,784.91

08/07/2026 Tony Wood Maintenance Watering Contract £279.50

08/07/2026 D A L Services Strimmer Repair £60.42

08/07/2026 Anna Bailey Photography Xmas £90.00

08/07/2026 The Sweet Shop Events £46.47

08/07/2026 M W Gardening Services Mowing & Strimming £840.00

08/07/2026 Streetwise Traffic Management Road Closure £1,200.00

08/07/2026 RFM Ulverston Ltd Q1 Payroll £141.24

08/07/2026 Lound Road Garage Fuel Van £118.00

08/07/2026 Rymans New Keyboard SKU £19.99

10/07/2026 Adobe Systems Software Adobe July £139.54

11/07/2026 Meraki July HR £862.80

11/07/2026 Lakeland Self Storage K Shoe Collection Storage £306.50

12/07/2026 Mailchimp Mailchimp July £11.71

15/07/2026 Vanguarder Ltd Tracking Fee Van July £9.60

15/07/2026 Grenke Leasing Q2 Photocopy Lease £438.12

15/07/2026 Craven Safety Services Ltd July HS £240.00

15/07/2026 Sage Uk Ltd Sage July £57.60

15/07/2026 E-ON Next Garage Elec £29.13

16/07/2026 Royal Mail Stamps £90.00

16/07/2026 Petty Cash Replenish P.Cash £50.00

17/07/2026 Tony Wood Maintenance Watering Contract £397.75

17/07/2026 Dura ID Solutions Asset labels £184.32

18/07/2026 Lakes Line Rail User Group Lakes Line Subs 2026 £13.00

20/07/2026 Salaries July Net Pay £16,837.58

23/07/2026 HMRC JULY HMRC £5,050.58

23/07/2026 Cumbria LG Pension JULY Pension £4,319.81

20/07/2026 Lakeland Artisan Refreshments Events £92.75

21/07/2026 Tony Wood Maintenance Watering Contract £571.43

21/07/2026 Emma Ward Photography Civic Sunday £150.00

21/07/2026 North West Pest Control Service Pest Control £168.00

21/07/2026 The Sweet Shop Refreshments Events £31.50

21/07/2026 North West Pest Control Service Pest Control £759.60

21/07/2026 Tony Wood Maintenance Watering Contract £86.00

21/07/2026 Tech 4 Office Equip Photocopies £98.59

21/07/2026 Castle Street Community Centre Meeting Room Hire £28.80

23/07/2026 Allotment Refunds Allotment Padlock £9.59

29/07/2026 iTek Computer Solutions Ltd Monthly Phones £416.46

29/07/2026 Oceans 12 Ltd Van Repairs £107.40

29/07/2026 M W Gardening Services Allotment Work £975.00

29/07/2026 Cath's Garden Plants KIB Plants £753.48

29/07/2026 Cath's Garden Plants KIB Plants £1,188.20

29/07/2026 Cath's Garden Plants KIB Plants £502.32

29/07/2026 Cath's Garden Plants Events Plants £124.80

30/07/2026 Northern Relics Silver Brooch £30.00

31/07/2026 Shaun Bainbridge Blacksmiths Hallgarth work £650.40

31/07/2026 Westmorland & Furness Council Lease of Allotments £840.00

31/07/2026 iTek Computer Solutions Ltd July Monthly Support £1,129.06

31/07/2026 MTP Print and Media Printing £1,824.00

31/07/2026 Waterplus Water bills July £45.26

TOTAL £44,993.06

Full Council 5 October 2026 Page 59 of 60



Aug 26 Payment Schedule

Date Paid Details Amount Paid

03/08/2026 Barclays Bank Bk Charges £8.50

04/08/2026 Tony Wood Watering Contract £86.00

04/08/2026 Tony Wood Watering Contract £571.43

04/08/2026 Westmorland & Furness Council Civic Planting £1,842.00

10/08/2026 Sage Uk Ltd SAGE Aug £57.60

11/08/2026 Meraki HR Aug £862.80

11/08/2026 Lakeland Self Storage K Shoe Collection Storage £306.50

11/08/2026 Adobe Systems Software Aug Adobe £173.80

12/08/2026 DVLA Van Tax 6 Month £198.00

12/08/2026 ADT Fire & Security plc Mayors Parlour Annual Alarm Service £2,019.90

12/08/2026 Westmorland & Furness Council Events License £21.00

13/08/2026 Lound Road Garage Fuel van £117.00

13/08/2026 Flex Occupational Health Ltd HR New Starter Q £55.00

13/08/2026 Castle Street Community Centre Meeting Rm Hire £36.00

13/08/2026 Mr Letters Design Services Newsletter Artwork £350.00

13/08/2026 Mailchimp Mailchimp Aug £29.09

15/08/2026 Craven Safety Services Ltd H&S Aug £240.00

17/08/2026 Craven Safety Services Ltd Training Course £282.00

17/08/2026 E-ON Next Elec Garage Aug £29.13

17/08/2026 Vanguarder Ltd Van Tracking Fee Aug £9.60

19/08/2026 Tech 4 Office Equip Photocopies £60.77

19/08/2026 Tony Wood Watering Contract £571.43

19/08/2026 H.Ladhams Refund MOK Charity Dinner Refund £90.00

19/08/2026 JH JH Mileage & Exp £47.25

20/08/2026 Aug Net Pay AUG NP £18,958.78

24/08/2026 HMRC AUG HMRC £5,719.57

24/08/2026 Cumbria LG Pension AUG Pension £4,469.25

24/08/2026 Staff Reimb Mileage Claim SKU £11.25

24/08/2026 Kendal Holy Trinity Parish Chu Civic Sunday Printing £17.18

26/08/2026 Shaun Bainbridge Blacksmiths 6 Bench Repairs £2,345.40

26/08/2026 iTek Computer Solutions Ltd Aug Mobiles Contract £416.46

26/08/2026 Heatons Group Stationary £44.28

27/08/2026 Westmorland & Furness Council Q Rent Parlour £2,850.00

31/08/2026 Waterplus Allotment Water Aug £73.32

TOTAL: £42,970.29
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