Kendal Town Council

Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal LA9 4DD
www.kendaltowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Monday 7th

September 2026, in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal,

at 6.00pm.
Clr J. Cornthwaite Apologies | Clir D. Rathbone (Chair) Present
ClIr L. Edwards Present Cllr G. Supka Present
ClIr R. Edwards Present Cllr K. Teasdale Apologies
Clir T. Martland (Vice-chair) | Present

In attendance: Ben Unsworth (Democratic Services Assistant), Chris Bagshaw
(Town Clerk), Clare Feeney-Johnson (Springfield), Russell Adams (Planning

Consultant), and 2 members of the pubilic.

Public Participation:

The Committee heard a presentation from Claire Feeney-Johnson and Russell

Adams, concerning application 1557/FPA. They explained how the facility

would be used in greater detail and how there was a clear need since lack of
respite provision meant over 120 people fleeing domestic abuse were turned
away last year. They also explained how this would be a better use for the site,
given the guesthouse it previously served as was used minimally, and that its
location would aid residents’ privacy and place them close to public transport.
They also noted that a transport technical note has been submitted.

The Councillors queried potential external changes, such as lighting and
fences, but it was explained that these would be minimal. Additionally, the
speakers explained that aspects such as each boundary fence were not

considered in broad strokes but in isolation of other aspects, with efforts to

preserve wildlife and prevent any brutalist architecture a priority. Public

consultation from previous projects of a similar nature had been integrated

when sketching this proposal.

The Councillors also raised concerns in line with certain public objections, such
as vehicle access, but were assured that there would be no shared residence

entrances in order to avoid obstructions and that any comings and goings,

including staff changes, would neither occur at intrusive hours, nor increase

the intensity of site usage.

P66/2026 Apologies

Apologies were received and accepted from Clirs Cornthwaite and Teasdale.




P67/2026 Declarations of Interest
No declarations of pecuniary interest were made.

P68/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act 1960)

There were no confidential items included within the agenda.

P69/2026 Minutes from the Last Meeting

Resolved: To receive and accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on
17 August 2026 and to authorise the Vice-chair (as he chaired the previous
meeting) to sign them as a true record.

P70/2026 Minute Action Sheet

Further to queries on item 61 from the previous meeting, the Town Clerk
informed the Committee that he would follow up with Planning Policy.

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions.

P71/2026 Planning Process and Issues

The Town Clerk notified the Committee of a briefing by Friends of the Lake District on
17 September 2026 at Spm.

The Chair and Town Clerk then informed the Committee of slight changes in policies
regarding planning officers, meaning the decisions of this Committee will be the same
but the audience for it has changed to anonymous officers, with the process
depoliticised. It was noted that material considerations are the paramount factor in
Committee decisions, and that decisions in regard to design codes should be more
binary, lest ambiguity or an uncertain tone be exploited.

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions.

P72/2026 Kendal Town Council Flood Relief Scheme Working Group

In the absence of Clir Cornthwaite, no verbal report was given. The Town Clerk
informed the Committee that there was now a meeting booked in on 29
September 2026 at 5.30pm.

Resolved: To note the report and further the relevant actions.

P73/2026 Kendal Town Council Local Action Plan Group

The Vice-chair informed the Chair (who was absent from the previous meeting)
of discussions over the clarity of timetabling. The Chair noted these and
suggested that a priority needs to be, re. call for sites, where the officers
currently are within the process and keeping the Committee abreast of when
they'll report back in the public domain.

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions.



P74/2026 Planning Applications
See Appendix.

The meeting closed at 7.10pm.
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Appendix 1

No App No./Type Address/Proposed Parish Ward Comments Observations/Recommendation
Development to W&F s

1 2026/1542/FPA Bainbridge Electrical Beezon Mintsfeet 3 September The Committee noted the issues
Head Beezon Road 2026* which were raised by the
Change of use from storage and Coqnttryscljde Access.TIeam but
offices (Use Class B8) to an rig's f're no materia
electrical and panel objection.
manufacturing facility and
offices (Use Class B2). External
alterations comprising the
infilling of existing openings and
the formation of new windows
and door openings.

2 2026/1562/HOU 1 Spital Park Nether 3 September The Committee noted the lack of
Single storey front and rear 2026* flood risk and, assuming positive
extensions comments from the neighbours,

registered no material
objection.

3 2026/1557/FPA The Glen Access Road To Oxenholme 4 September After discussing the

Houses From The B6254
Oxenholme

Change of use of a bed &
breakfast (Use Class C1) to a
ten-bedroom respite facility
including one disability bedroom
and a 1-bed staff sleep-over
bedroom (Use Class C2).

2026*

presentation earlier in the
meeting, which was commended
for answering a series of
qguestions raised by the
committee as a result of
neighbours’' comments, the
Committee found no material
objection. However, they



https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1542/FPA
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1562/HOU
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1557/FPA

No App No./Type Address/Proposed Parish Ward Comments Observations/Recommendation
Development to W&F s
Installation of gated access and suggested that officers fully look
boundary improvements with at the public comments in light
associated infrastructure and of any material considerations.
ancillary facilities
4 2026/1606/LBC 64 Highgate Highgate 18 September There was uncertainty over what
Listed Building Consent for 2026 had ChaTgeS s!ncczl.t?]e last
alterations to the internal modern proposa Sl;] mitted; owiver,
lobby screen to replace the door assuming the 9ommgnts rom
the Conservation Officer are
positive, they found no material
objection.
5 2026/1641/HOU 11 Sunnyside Mintsfeet 24 September The aesthetics and suggestions
Installation of an electric vehicle 2026 fqr alternate deglgns were
(EV) chargepoint on the front dlsc'ugsed. Provided the unit is
external wall of the dwelling, as sufficiently screened by i
part of Westmorland and greenery and the Conservation
Furness Council's EV Pavement Officer's comments are positive,
Channel Trial there was no material objection.
6 2026/1675/HOU 33 Rydal Road Nether 19 September No material objection.
Erection of a single storey rear 2026
extension
7 2026/1593/FPA Land North of Beezon Road Mintsfeet 18 September The Committee found the

Opposite Thomas Hardy Kendal
Ltd Beezon Road

Creation of a hardstanding area
for temporary HGV parking to
facilitate off-road waiting and

2026

proposal confusing regarding
the actual logistics, with concern
over whether it was needed and
whether the vehicle movement
would become too excessive. It
was suggested that better



https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1606/LBC
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1641/HOU
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1675/HOU
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1593/FPA

No App No./Type Address/Proposed Parish Ward Comments Observations/Recommendation
Development to W&F s
manoeuvring of HGVs awaiting organisation of HGV deliveries
access to the adjacent service would alleviate their problems as
yard effectively.

The Committee found a material
objection since it was felt there
was no sufficient argument for
the need for the proposal and
that detrimental aspects such as
unmitigated safety
considerations and biodiversity
loss outweighed the benefits.

8 2026/1648/FPA Pavement outside 6 Highgate Fell 24 September Subject to Conservation
Installation of a new CCTV 2026 Otf)flcer. S report, no material
camera and column in the place objectlon.
of an existing street signage/
lighting column

9 2026/1672/FPA 16 Wattsfield Road Stonecross 18 September No material objection, assuming
Demolition of exiting dwelling 2026 it Tegts the biodiversity net gain
and detatched garage and criteria.
erection of a self build dwelling
with integrated garage

10 2026/1693/HOU 5 Rowan Tree Crescent Nether 19 September No material objection, assuming
Rear extension & conversion of 2026 't meets thde bltr)]dlversny_rt;let gain
existing garage to form a utility crlt.erla and, where possible,
room, boot room & W.C. swift bricks are included.

(L 2026/1619/SCREEN | Land at Burton Road Oxenholme | Oxenholme n/a The Committee noted that they

had no specific role to play in
the screening opinion, but noted



https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1648/FPA
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1672/FPA
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1693/HOU#undefined
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/planning/display/2026/1619/SCREEN

No

App No./Type

Address/Proposed
Development

Parish Ward

Comments
to W&F

Observations/Recommendation
S

Request for screening opinion
under the Town and Country
Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017
for the erection of up to 165
dwellings

the proposal anyway. They
suggested an adjunctive site -
where flooding from building
works when creating the
Strawberry Fields development
caused bogginess in the ground
- was to be used as a cautionary
example. Additionally, the
Committee questioned whether
this proposal fitted in with
existing permissions when this
site has currently been
designated “Not for Housing".
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