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Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Monday 21st September 2026, in 
the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, Highgate, Kendal, at 6.30pm. 

Cllr J. Cornthwaite Present Cllr D. Rathbone (Chair) Present 
Cllr L. Edwards Present Cllr G. Supka Present 
Cllr R. Edwards Apologies Cllr K. Teasdale Present 
Cllr T. Martland (Vice-chair) Apologies 

In attendance: Ben Unsworth (Democratic Services Assistant), Chris Bagshaw (Town Clerk). 

P75/2026 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Martland and R. Edwards. 

P76/2026 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations of pecuniary interest were made. 

P77/2026 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) 

There were no confidential items included within the agenda. 

P78/2026 Minutes from the Last Meeting 

Resolved: To receive and accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on 7 September 
2026 and to authorise the Chair to sign them as a true record. 

P79/2026 Minute Action Sheet 

Regarding item 53, the Chair reiterated his update from previous meetings, explaining how 
the decisions of this Committee will be the same but the audience for it has changed. It was 
queried whether looking at individual applications was still the best policy, but it was 
decided that as this will soon be the only committee looking at applications this should 
amplify how much they ensure their opinions on specific applications are accurate and 
informed by ward councillors. It was emphasised that individual comments should be more 
concretely linked to policy specifics since planning guidelines will take on greater 
importance. 

He also informed the Committee of an upcoming meeting with W&FC. 

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 

P80/2026 Planning Process and Issues 

An update was given on last week's WAF Strategic Planning Committee decision on the 160-unit 



housing application near the Kendal Golf Driving Range. In addition to an update on developments 
near the golf course, the Town Clerk informed the Committee of work the Democratic Services 
Assistant was doing to ensure that the ultimate decisions over applications are included when 
minutes of the Planning Committee are submitted to Full Council. He explained as well how the 
Planning Officer would still keenly account for any decisions with the same level of public scrutiny. It 
was noted how officer power isn’t permanent and it will inevitably ebb and flow with the tides of 
government, hence policies are bound to change; this means that the long-term priorities of the 
Committee ought to be consistency, transparency, and ensuring councillors are actively aware of 
planning developments in their ward. It was suggested that AI could be used to prepare summaries 
about large or complex developments in order to prevent councillors from becoming victims of time 
limitations.  

It was then determined that, as an existing guide to what councillors can object to on small-scale 
applications was useful, a similar guide or checklist in relation to larger scale items would be equally 
useful; this should be a future training item. Furthermore, the Chair asked whether the Town Clerk 
and Democratic Services Assistant could clarify the exact nature of any fiduciary and pecuniary 
interests in the minutes henceforth. 

Resolved: To note this and further the relevant actions. 

P81/2026 Kendal Town Council Flood Relief Scheme Working Group 

Cllr Cornthwaite gave a verbal report on the developments in Gooseholme, noting they 
were near to completion and that an on-site meeting with the Environment Agency, able to 
be attended by Councillors, was happening at Fern Gardens on Tuesday 29 September 2026 
at 5.30pm. 

The Committee were then reminded of the first El Niño since 2015 (and the largest one in 
almost a millennium), a global climate phenomenon where a severe effect is increased 
flooding. Sealed unit defences were then discussed, and how the EA intends to lock them in 
the event of flooding. It was requested that Cllr Cornthwaite ask the EA what their timeline 
would be for the locking of said defences. 

Resolved: To note the report and further the relevant actions. 

P82/2026 Kendal Town Council Local Action Plan Group 

Resolved: To note make the neighbourhood plan an agenda item for the next meeting, due 
to time restraints on this meeting. 

P83/2026 Planning Applications 

See Appendix. 

The meeting closed at 7.19pm. 



Kendal Town Council 
21 September 2026 
Applications for Planning Committee, Agenda Item 9 
Appendix 1 

No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ Recommendations Status 

1 2026/1561/HOU 3 Kirkbie Green 

Installation of solar panels on 
the north-east and south-west 
roof elevations with storage 
batteries on an outside rear wall 
under a covered area 

Mintsfeet 1 October 2026 The Committee would have liked 
better clarity over scale. There 
were concerns over how securely 
the battery would be stored. The 
Committee found no material 
objection, contingent on officers a) 
being provided with accurate 
photographs rather than 
uninformative diagrams for the 
specifics of Pvs and batteries, and 
b) being comfortable with these 
documents. 

2 2026/1480/ADV 66 Stricklandgate 

Advertisement Consent for the 
replacement of existing fascia 
signage and hanging sign with 
new internally illuminated fascia 
signs and hanging sign 

Fell 1 October 2026 No material objection, presuming 
illumination hours are as standard: 
only within working hours and one 
hour either side. 

3 2026/1700/PASOL
AR 

W M Morrison Queen 
Katherines Avenue 

Prior Notification under 
Schedule 2, Part 14, Class J for 
the installation of 297.5kw solar 
PV roof mounted system 

Mintsfeet 1 October 2026 No material objection. 

4 2026/1716/FPA 23 Rydal Mount 

Variation of conditions 2 
(approved plans) and 3 
(materials) attached to planning 

Strickland 1 October 2026 No material objection. 

https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1561/HOU
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1480/ADV
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1700/PASOLAR
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1700/PASOLAR
https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1716/FPA


No App No./Type Address/Proposed 
Development 

Parish Ward Comments 
to W&F 

Observations/ Recommendations Status 

permission SL/2022/0420 
(Single storey side and rear 
extensions) 

5 2026/1443/HOU 3 Blencathra Gardens 

Demolition of existing 
conservatory. Erection of two 
storey rear extension. 

Oxenholme 30 September 
2026 

The radical increase in property 
size was debated. Concerns were 
raised over whether developments 
would eclipse neighbours; 
however, also noted was that the 
development would be north-
facing and border a main road. 

No material objection was raised, 
subject to neighbour objections 
being seriously accounted for by 
officers. The Committee asked that 
4 swift bricks should be included in 
order to help the biodiversity net 
gain, as outlined in comments from 
Kendal Swifts and abiding by new 
NPPF guidelines 

https://planningregister.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/Planning/Display/2026/1443/HOU
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